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PREFACE 


Believe I need not make the leaſt Apolo- 
1 the Choice of the Subjects hand- 
75 in the following Treatiſe, they be- 

ing univerſally omn d, and that deſer- 

wealy, eſpecially the two former, very im- 

portant Points of the Chriſtian Religion. 

Conſcience is a noble Theme, of a vaſt Ex- 
tent, and peculiarly known to all that will give 
themſelves but the liberty to think. Now 

Thought, as it is the Rationale of the hu- 

man Nature, requires the Divine, as well as 

the Philoſopher. Iis not any wonder that 

a Man thinks; but to think well, is an Ar- 

gument of a great and good Soul. The true 


Way of compaſſing this Art is to maintain « 
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The PREFACE. 


ſtrict Regard for our Conſciences, keeping 


them pure and inoffenſive both towar 
God, and towards all Men. 
Theſe are the Contents of the Firſt Part, 
wherein I diſtinitly treat of a tender Conſci- 
ence. I was too ſenſible of my Inability and 
want of Leiſure to enter upon a general Diſ- 
cuſſion of ſo copious a Subject, which hath al- 
ready ſwelPd to many Volumes. I was willing 
therefore to appear in Miniature only, bei 
loth to venture my ſingle Pen on ſuch a diffi- 
cult Task, as the large Conſideration of Con- 
ſcience muſts needs be. - ; 

How faithfully I have dealt in this Affair, I 
leave to the Judgment of my candid Reader; but 
ſince I have been very careful to advance no- 
thiug, but what the Holy Scriptures will 
juſtify me in, I hope I need not the Pardon 
of any Man, but may boldly appeal to God, 
axd your own Conſcience for my Defence. 

As to the two other Subjects of this little 
Book, I have been more brief in my Inquiry; 
the firſt, viz. Of Right Receiving the 
Lord's Supper, having been largely account- 
ed for by abler Hands, yet delights, and 


that profitably top, to appear in a new Dreſs 


almoſt every Tear, The latter Subject, vix. 
Of Religious Singing of Pſalms, will not 
bear a prolix Diſcourſe, which hath cauſed 
me to conſult Brei). However, I muſt in- 

form 
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The PREFACE. 
form pon again, that I have diligenth ſearch- 


ed the Scriptures, and out of this Treaſure 


have, with the Scribe in the Goſpel, brought 
forth things new and old. This is the 
Foundation, on which we are to raiſe all our 
Theological Structures; and he that doth ſo, 
is a wiſe Man, in our Saviour's Notion of 
Wiſdom, and builds his Houſe upon a Rock, 
which like Mount Zion, cannot be removed, 
but abideth for ever. 


Whatever Rules of Faith and Prattiſe 


ſome others propoſe, yet I give my unfeigned 
0 


Chillingworth /ays down, in his Works ;; 
Chap. 7. Pag. 290. By the Religion 

« Proteſtants I do not underſtand the Do- 
&« ctrine of Luther, or Calvin, or Me- 
“e lancthon, nor the Confeſſion of Auguſta, 
« or Geneva, nor the Catechiſm of Heydel- 
« bergh, nor the Articles of the Church o 
„ England, 20 nor the Harmony of Pro- 
60 on Confeſſions ; but that wherein they 
« all agree, and which they all ſubſcribe with 


& greater Harmony, as 4 perfect Rule of 


&« their Faith and Actions, that is, the Bible. 
« The Bible, Iſay, the Bible only, is the Re. 
& ligion of Proteſtants, 


And now, upon ſuch a Baſis, how deſirable 


| «Bl Ming is Love and Peace! How ſtrenu- 


ouſly ſhould we labour after it among Pro- 
6 teftants, 


ſent to what the incomparable 


—— — — 


danger from Popiſh Pamers abroad, and di- 
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The PREFACE, 
zeſtants, who amm one God, one Chrift, oue 
Faith, one Baptiſm! Pity, that for the jake 
of little things,” ſuch as Conſcience ought not 
ta be any wiſe burthewd mithal, me ſhould 
divide among aur ſelves, when. we profeſs to 


Ari us on one common Intereſt, and defigu for 


the ſame Heaven: and Happineſs! Now the 
Ship of the Charch of Chriſt is in jo much 


viding Intereſts at home, let us unite in the 
grand Cauſe of God, and the Nation, and 
with our own. Hanas caſt out the Tackling of 
the Ship, if by any means we might be ſav d 
in 4 ſtormy Day. * Eſpecially let the Tribe 

© Levi, the Miniſters of Chriſt, by whatſo- 
© ever Names diflinguiſhed, have Union, 
© and Love written upon their Hearts, Levi 
© figwifies an Uniter, or Maker of Union; 
© Gen. 29. 34. We, by virtue of aur Office, 
* ſhould be Peace-makers, and Miuifters of 
© Reconciliation. How auworthy then of 
© this holy Name! How unworthy to ſucceed in 
* the haly Order of Levi, are thoſe, who are 
© Miniſters of Diviſion, who by their Life, 
VDactrine, Example, or any other way, di- 
© wide Gad and his Church, and the Church 
+ within it ſelf! Who neither have Peace 
* with God themſelves, nor will ſuffer others 


to have it; who neither agree themſelves 


* with others, nor ſuffer others to rec among 
© themſelves. Now 


ofour Lord fes Chil STEEL 


The PREFACE: 


Now the God of Patience and Conſo- 
lation grant us all to be like-minded one 
towards another, according to Chriſt ſeſus; | 
that we may with one Mind and with | 
one Mouth glorify God, even the Father 
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SERMONS Publiſ'd by the 4 
thor, and Printed for John Law- 
rence at the Angel in the Poultry. 


ee preach'd on the Faſt-day for the 
Great Storm, 1703. 
Sermon preach d to the Societies for Refor- 
mation of Manners in London and Weſtminſter. 
Oct. 2. 1704. 

A Sermon preach'd on the Occaſion of Mr. 
Quicł's Death. May, 1706. 5 

A Sermon upon the happy Union of Eng- 
land and Scotland. 1. 1707. 
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The Reader is deſired to correct theſe following Errata. 
Age 6. Line 3. for Mind read Man. P. 16. I. 6. del. 
Reaſon. P. 71. 1. 14. f. having r. bave. P. 94 l. 8. f. 

the r. that. And two or three other literal Miſtakes only. 


A PRACTICAL 
DISCOURSE 
Concerning A 
raider Conſcience, 

As Deliver'd in the 
Holy Scriptures, Sc. 


2 Samuel xxiy. x. 
And David's Heart ſmote him, 
that he had wumbred the El. 


e 


CHAP. 1 


The Occaſion and Explication of the Words. 
The Subjet# and Method of the following 
Diſcourſe. What a tender Conſcience? 1s 
not, ſhewn i in Five Particulars. 


: AIs none of the leaſt of Man's Ex- 
_ cellencies, that he carries about 

with him a Prigciple or Faculty, 

that is not only conſcious of its own Acti- 
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ons, but enables him alſo to judge of mo- 
ral Good and Evil, and accordingly to ex- 
euſe or 2 acquit or condemn, as it 


finds them. This is that which ſpecifical- 
Iy differs Man from a Brute, and gives him 
the Preheminence above all ſublunary Be- 
ings, tho? in other reſpects never ſo mag- 
nifteent and curious: Man hath a Power 
of Self- Reflection, and is able to paſs a 
Judgment on his own Actions, a Privilege 
which is denied to every Creature beneath 
him. This is the Image of God in Man, 
nay God himfelf tuling and governing 
within us by Conſcience, his Deputy and 
Vice-gerent, Which will be heard, and do 
its Office in the Hearts of Perſons of the 
firſt Rank and higheſt Quality. 

An Inftance whereof we have preſented 
us in David, a Ming in Iſrael, Ruler over 
a numerous People, a Prince that was 
great in Counſel, and in the Field too, 
that had potent Allies, and experienced 
Commanders, that abounded in Wealth 


and Honour, and was in a Capacity of gi- 


ving Laws to Foreign States; yet ſo great 
a Perſon as David, was under Subjection 
to one within him, Vis Heart ſmote him, 
and put him into a trembling Fit, when 
perhaps few, it any about him, durſt fo 
much as give him a grave Reproof. O- 
thers, it may be, were tearful and timo- 

rous, 
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concerning a tender Con ſcience. 


rous, backward in doing the King that 
good Office, left they ſhould incur his Diſ- 
pleaſure, and forfeit their Poſts of Com- 
mand, but Conſcience is at no Demur up- 
on the Point, talks roundly to him, and 


ſemites David for his Sin. 


But what was his Sin? The ſacred Text 
tells us, it was numbring the Poople, We 
read, that this Man after God's own Heart, 
had been guilty before of the crying Sins 
of Murder and Adultery. A beautiful 
Woman had captivated lum, when in an 
idle Poſture, to that degree, as to draw 


2 Sam. 


ca P. 1 171 2. 


him into the Snares of Luſt, and hurry 


him on to the Breach of a known Com- 
mandment ; and that he might have her, 
Bathſhebs by Name, for his own, and fo 
in ſome meaſure, as he chought, palliate 
his firſt Sin, a ſtudied and contriv'd Mur- 
der of an innocent Man, Uriah her Huſ- 
band, treads upon the Heels of an adulte- 
rous Act. But notwithſtanding this emi- 


nent Saint, and royal Prophet became thus 


guilty of two ſuch enormous Wickedneſ- 
tes in {ſrael, we don't find that he was ei- 
ther ſenſible of his Sins, or repented of 
them, till a conſiderable tune atter their 
Commiſſion; Contcience was tait aſleep 
in his Breaft, and %s Thoughts never 1rowu- 
bled him, till Nathan was ſent by God to 
reprove him, and declare his Sin in the 

B 2 Death 
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Death of his Child; which might be pro- 
bably a whole Year from the firſt Fact: fo 


long did David lie under the Guilt of theſe 
heinous Crimes. _— | 


But obſerve the Difference in the Caſe 
before us. The King no ſooner receives 


from Joab the Number of the People, e're 
his Heart ſmote him. This was but a Pec- 
cadillo, and a little Sin in compariſon of 


the two former "=; it muſt be own'd 
it was a Sin, * for it proceeded from a 
Principle of Pride and Oftentation, and 
was attended with a carnal Confidence and 
Security in the Strength and Numbers of 
his People) yet this ſmall Iniquity did 
ſooner affect him, than thoſe other great 
ones; he came to a more timely Senſe and 
Conviction of his Sin of numbring the 
People, than of thoſe of Adultery and 
Murder. Probably it was ſo ordered by 
Heaven, becauſe of his declining Age ; 
and ſuch a meaſure of Divine Grace was 


ſo ſeaſonably indulg'd him at this time, 


to let the World ſee, that his Heart was 
{till tender, and perfect with the Lord his 
God. 5 
The Truth of Grace wrought in the 
Soul is conſiſtent with Sin committed in 
the Life, and there may be Light in the 


- * Vid. Piſpop Patrick in locum. 


92 
_ 
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fee it: But why doth 


concerning à tender Conſcience. 
Mind, when there are many Blemiſnes in 


the Converſation, and no ſenſible Evidence 
of the Divine Favour ; even as the Sun 


' retains its Glory and Splendor, tho? at is 
ſometimes eclips'd by a cloudy Vapour, 


or the Interpoſition of an Opake Body. 

- David's Heart ſmote him, after that he 
had numbred the People, Joab indeed, the 
Captain of the Hoſt, diſſwades him in the 
beginning from ſuch a Courſe, tor theſe 
are his Words upon the firſt Propoſal of it, 


Now the Lord thy God add unto the People Ver. 3. 


(how many ſoever they be) an hundred. fold, 
and that the Eyes of my Lord the Ring may 
my Lord the King de- 
light in this thing? And it is faid, that the 
King's Word to Joab, viz. to number the 
People, was abominable to him, for he calls 


it 4 Cauſe of Treſpaſs to Iſrael, a means to Ver. 3, 4- 


rovoke God to puniſh *em; as we know 
e did afterwards very ſeverely in that 
three Days Peſtilence, which came upon 
the Land. Nevertheleſs, e Ring's Word 
prevail'd againſt Joab, and he gives up the 
Sum of the Number of the People unto him ; 
upon which David's Heart ſmote-hinz. 
Heart, in Scripture, is frequently un- 
derſtood Conſcience, which is not contin'd to 
any one part of the Soul, ſo as to be in 


the Underitanding alone, in the Memory, _ - 
Will, or Affections alone, but it hath place 


B 3 in 
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in every Part, and according to the ſeveral 
Parts thereof hath feveral Offices or Acts. 
Conſcience is the Mind of a Mind, dictating 
unto us our Duty, bearing Witxefs of our 
Actions, excuſing or acquitting us when 
Rom 2.15. we do well, accuſiug or condemning us, 
when we doill. However, there being 
in the Hebxew Tongue na proper Word for 
Conſcience, inftead of it they uſe the Word, 
the Heart; as in Eccleſ. 7. 22. Oftentimes 
allo thize own Heart kaoweth, 1. e. thy Con- 5 
icience knoweth, that thou thy felf haſt curſed 
others. And again, Jerem. 17. 1. The Sin 
of Judah zs written with a Pen of Iron, and 
with the Point of a Diamond, it is graven up- 
on the Table of their Heart, i. e. their Con- 
ſctence, which is the Journal and Diary of a 
Man's Lite. So in the New Teſtament, Be- 
1 John 3. Javed, if our Heart condemn us not, then 
have we Confidence towards God, viz. if in 
our own Conſciences we are not condem- 
ned. So Stephens Perſecutors are /aid to 
Adds 7.52. be cut to the Heart. Their Conſciences 
| fell foul upon them, and grievoully torment- 
; cad them. Thele /iff-necked and uncircumciſed 
| in Heart, were at length cut to the Heart. 
Thus David's Heart ſinote him, i. e. his 
Conſcience flew in his Face, and performed 
the Office of a Monitor, and an Accuſer 
CI kon. unto him. ?Tis faid God was aijpleas'd 
21-7 mith the Thing David had done. Therefore 


he 
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concerning a tender C anſcience. 


he ſimote Iſrael. And now David himſelf 


is diſpleas d; he diſcerns himſelf guilty of 
a Sin againſt God in numbring the People, 
far which the whole Land is threatned wich 
an overwhelming Judgmeat'; and behold 
his Heart ſmites him for it, and he is in 
a Flood of penitential Tears; he confeſſes 
his Sin, and petitions for Mercy; for David 
aid unto the Lord, I have ſiuned greatly in 
that I haue dase; aud nom I beſeech thee, Q 
Lara, take away the Iuiquity of thy Servant, 
for I have done very fooliſhly. 1 

By this time you may eaſily perceive 
what will be the Subject of the preſent 
Diſcourſe , namely a tender Conſcience, 
Not Conſcience in its general and compre- 
henſive Nature, but Conſcience limited to 
4 tender one. | Y 

In the management whereof; In the 
1ſt. Place, VII give you ſame Account of 
this tender Conſcience, what it is, and 
how it may be known. 249. Propaund 
unto you the ſeveral Benefits and Advan- 
tages of ſuch a Conſcience. 3a). Give 
you proper Directions to get and preſerve 
It. 

I begin with giving you an Account of 
the Nature of a tender Conſcience, what 
it is, and how it may be known. This 1 
will do firſt: By conſidering what it is 
not; and then, 244. Moſt nearly, what 


* . B 4 Hrſt, 
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Firſt, What it is not. | 
In the firſt Place, To be ſure a tender 
Conſcience is not a ſeared Conſcience. For un- 


to this it is moſt Diametrically oppoſite ; 


as a tender Conſcience is full of Senſation, 
ſo a ſeared Conſcience hath none at all, 


Fph-4.19. but is inſenſible, and paſt feeling, as the 


Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome of the Gentile 


World. Their Hearts are ſo hard'ned thro? 


a long Cuſtomin Sin, as to become ſtupid, 


and feel no Impreſſions of Guilt, or Shame : 
They have ſuch callous, brawny Conſci- 
. ences, that tho? they be wounded and 


gaſh'd with never ſo many foul Sins, yet 
they ſhrink not, neither cry out, What have 


1 Tim. 4. I done]! We read, that in the latter Times 


ſome ſhall have their Conſciences ſear'd with 
an hot Iron. A Compariſon borrow*'d from 
Surgery, who when they cut off a Limb, uſe 
to ſear that Part of the Body, from whence 
it is taken, with an hot Iron; which in time 


contracts ſuch a Cruſt, as tho? it be cut or 


prick*d, neither bleeds nor feels; ſo there are 
ſome Men of cauterized, ſeared Conſci- 
ences, Conſciences which have loſt the 
Senſe of Good or Evil, and no longer do 
their Office l. They have brought their 


* — 
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| * Kengurrerarueye: Thy Way auriidven, ſigniſies thoſe who 

heve 4 bard and brawny Conſcience, which hath na Feeling in 
#. Jof, Mede Apoſt. of the latt. Times. 

Hearts 
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concerning a tender Conſcience. 


Hearts to that paſs the Drunkard's Body is 
in, according to Solomon's moſt emphatical 


Deſcription of it, They have ſtricken me, Prov. 23. 


and I was not ſick, they have beaten me, and 
I felt it not. Notwithſtanding theſe Sin- 
ners are often caſt into very calamitous Cir- 
cumſtances, meet with ſevere Rebukes of 
Providence, yet they are not a whit mov'd 
by any of them, but remain ſenſeleſs and 
ſtupid. This is a terrible Judgment, and 
argues a Man to have a worſe Conſcience 
than the Devil himſelf, which is not yet 
ſo ſear'd, but it believes and trembles at the 
Thoughts of his deſerved Damnation. 


They cried out in the Goſpel, ſaying, what have Mat. 8 2g. 
me to do with thee, Jeſus thou Son of God? Art 


thou come hither to torment us before the Time ? 

Secondly, A tender Conſcience is not 4 
ſecure Conſcience ; which, when-ever it be- 
gins to be troubled and uneaſy, is immedi- 
ately huſh'd and ſtill'd with falſe Hopes and 
lying Words. Such Sinners, tho? they be 
as he that lieth down in the midſt of the Sea, 
or as he that lieth upon the top of a Maſt, in 
the greateſt Danger, and within a ſtep of 
Eternal Deſtruction, yet they are as caſy 
and quiet, as if all was well, and there 
were no cauſe of Fear. Theſe Mens 
Conſciences are like the flattering Miniſter, 


of whom we read in the Prophet, that heal ler. G. ia. 


the Hurt of his People ſlightly, ſaying, Peace, 


e470, 
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Ver. 17 
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Peace, when there is no Peace. And ſhall 
we give the Name of Tenderneſs unto ſuch 
Conſciences, that are quiet, becauſe ſecure 
and in a Sleep? That tor the preſent have 
made a Covenant with Death, and with Hel 
are at an Agreement, for they have made 
Lies their Refuge, and under Falſhood have 
hid themſelves. 

But, as it follows, their Covenant with 
Death ſhall be diſanull d, and their Agreement 
with Hell [ball not ſtand; the Hail ſhall ſweep 
away the Refuge of Lies, and the Waters ſhall 
overflow the hiding Place, when God comes 
to lay Judgment to the Line, and Righteouſ- 
weſs to the Plummet. Conſcience e're long 
will awake; and even during this Truce, 
is but preparing Arms and Ammunition, 
levying ot freſh Forces againft the Sinner, 
and when - ever the Truce is ended, be it 
ſooner or later, will tall upon him with 
more furious Attacks; like the uncle an Spirit, 
which tateth to him ſeven other Spirits more 
wicked than himſelf, which enter in, and dmell 
in that Man's Soul: And ſo his laſt State 
is worſe than the firſt, Thus is that Scrip- 
ture fulfill'd, which ſpeaks on this wiſe, 
when they ſhall ſay Peace and Safety, then ſud- 
den Deſtruction cometh upon them, as Travail 


upon a Woman with Child, and they jhall not 


eſcape, . 


Thiraly, 


concerning a tender Conſeience. 


Thirdly, A tender Conſcience is like. 
wiſe far from being an errozeous Conſciente; 
which enjoins us to do what we ought to 
omit, or to omit what ws ought to do, or 
to do it otherwiſe than we ſhould. Tis 
true we are guilty of a leſs Sin in obeying 
the Command, tho? it be of an erroneous 
Conſcience, than if we acted contrary to 
a truly inform'd Conſcience, becauſe 
there is more of the Willin the one, than 
in the other: Vet an erroneous Conſcienco 
can never be a good one, for in following 
of it Men may commit the moſt heinous 
Crimes in the World. Our Saviour tells 
his Diſciples, that rhe Time ſhould come 
when the 


Nay the Crucifixion of the Son of God pro- 
ceeded from Ignorance and a falſe Per- 
ſwaſion of Mind; Father , 


what they do And St. Peter, after he had 


11 


Jem would put em to Death, ſohm 16. 
thinking they did God good Service thereby. 2. 


orgive them, ſaith Luke 23. 
Chriſt upon the Croſs, for they know not 3+ 


charged the Jews with killizg the Prince of Ads 3.17. 


Life, preſently adds, I wot that through Ig- 


nor ance ye did it, as did allo your Rulers, 


That terrible Storm of Perſecution, which 


fell upon the Churches of Chriſt, in the 
which St. Paul before his Converſion bore 
ſo great a Part, was no doubt chiefly car- 


ried on from the ſame erroneous Principles; 


for concerning himſelf he tells us in his 
Apo- 


—— 
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Apology before Agrippa, That he werily 
thought with himſelf, that he ought to do ma- 
ny Things contrary to the Name of Jeſus of 
Nazareth +. Now this cannot be a tender 
Conſcience, which is thus erroneous, furi- 
ous, and confident. 

Fourthly, Neither it is 4 probable, or 
doubting Conſcience, i. e. a Conſcience not 
fully perſwaded, but hanging in ſuſpence, 
and divided betwixt two. The Chriſtian 
Religion carries along with it its own Light 
and Evidence, and tho? ir cannot be pro- 
ved by Mathemaggcal Propoſitions, yet ſtands 
upon ſo ſure a Foundation, as all the De- 
vils in Hell, and Men on Earth, cannot 
ſhake it, much leſs. undermine or fink it. 
Without Controverſy great is the Myſtery of 
Godlineſt. God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, 
juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, prea- 
ched unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
World, received up into Glory, The laſt 
Clauſe of the foregoing Verſe ought to be 
read with this, as indeed it is in many 
Copies where the Verſes are not numbred, 
the beſt way of finding out the Senſe of 
the Author. And ſo the Words run thus, 
the Pillar and Ground of the Truth; and, 
without Comtrover(y great is the Myſtery of 
Godlizeſs, i. e. the Docttines of Chriſtia- 


— — ht — re OI” 


+ Vid. 4rchbiſhop Tillotſon's Sermon on Acts 24+ 16. 
nity, 


great *. 


concerning a tencler Conſcience. 


nity, which are here call'd the Myſtery of 
Goalineſs, and which the Apoſtle deſcends 
to particularize; theſe are the Pillar and 
Ground of the Truth, and without Controver- 
By this means the Champion- 
Argument of the Rom aiſts for the Infalli« 
bility of their Church, falls to the Ground, 


and he Houſe of God, which u the Church of 


the living God, doth blaſphemouſly aſſume 
to her ſelf the Title of being the Pillar and 
Ground of the Truth. 1 
But to return from whence I have ſome- 
what digreſs'd. The Principles and Rules 
of Practiſe, Piety and Profaneneſs, Vir- 
tue and Vice, together with its ſurprizing 
Rewards and Puniſhments, Heaven and 
Hell, eternal Life, and everlaſting Death, 
which the Chriſtian Religion propounds 
and enforces, are ſo certain and clear to 
the reaſonable Faculty, that they ceaſe to 
be Probabilities, or an Opinion only, but 
become Knowledge and full Aſſurance. 
A good Conſcience is not tender and doubt- 
ful of doing that Which is right, but con- 


„ 


trariwiſe, with the higheſt Freedom of 


Will, purſues whatſoever it knows to be 
its Duty. 


1 


* © i ,,]möæa 28 dne, I ö UEννiñe; 


11a, Ba 7% g Ahe, u gie or. 


And, 
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| And, in the /aff Place, It is not a ſcru- 
14 palons Conſciente, a Conſcience more nice 
1 than wiſe. To be rivhreons overmurh, is 
14 a very great Fault, and is the way not to 
14 govern, but to diforder our Conſcience; 
+43 For 2s the churning of Milk bringeth fort 
| | | "a Bitter, and the wringing of the Noſe ring- 
145 erh forth Blood; fo to be too inquiſitive in- 
1 to, and zealous about indifferent things, 
, doth but create Strife and Contentions in 
j the Churches of Chriſt. I think it were 
our wiſeſt Courſe to leave them in that 
Indifferency, in which God and Nature 
hath ſet them, and not tor the ſabe of Meats 
and Drinks, or ſuch indifferent things, to 
fin againſt our Brethren, woand a weak Con- 
{cience, or deftroy him for mhom Chrift died. 
Certainly a tender Conſcieace is far from 
being a ſcrupulous Conſcience, tor tho? it be 
caretul and tender of every thing that is 
ſinful, yet as to other Matters, it acts 
with Indifferency, and is always govern'd 
by the unerring Rule of Charity, which 
faffereth lowg and is kind; is not eafuly pro- 
voked ;, thinketh no Evil; beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth al things, endn« 
reth all things. Thus I have ſhewn you 
what a teaaer Conſcience is not. 
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* Conſult Biſhop Taylor, who diſcourſes very lugely on 
ibeſe things in bis Dutt. Dabir. Lib. 1. throughout. 
CHAP. 
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A concerning a tender Conſcience. I5 


CHAP. Lk 


Wherein is ſhewn in Thirteen Particalars 
what a tender Conſcienct i. 


e 
8 
0 
þ 
'- Proceed to give you ſome Account of 
= what it is, 11 its more immediate and 
„ 2} intrinfick Nature. 
1 
V 
Is 
'S 
2 


Firjt, A tender Conſcience is an enligbt- fror. 19. 
ned Conſcience, Tis one of Solomon's Apho- 
riſms, if the Soul be without Knowledge it is 
not good. And indeed how can that Man 

be in any happy Circumſtances, who 
to IJ latha blind Guide to direct him? They 


- IJ mutt both, as our Savionr faith, fall into the 
4. Ditch. Ion there is a Law within every 
mM Man, written in their Heart, as the Apo- 
e I ite {peaks of the Gentiles; which is no 
is other than Conſcience bearing witneſs, and 
ts their Thoaghts the mean while accuſing, or elſe 
d © excuſins one another, Mematu &) nov twy 
ch © Avyiouty, is better tranſlated, heir Reaſoning s Rom. 2. 
v—mithin themſelves x. The Spirit of Man be- 4 15. 


„ ing the Candle of the Lord, ſearching all the 
PR iaward Parts of the Belly. Yet this Apoſtle 


ou = CL — 
* Dr. Whitby in loc. Dr. Hammond calls theſe 2.5;101448 
— pematu aninoy, the practical xowat wvates, common Wo- 
tions of Good and Evil, which are among the Generality of Men, 

on wirhonr any Light from Revelation. Vid Annst. 


| A tells 
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tells us of the ſame People, viz. the Gen- 


Eph.4.18. files, that their Underſtanding was dart ned, 


being alienated flap the Life of God, through 


the Ignorance that was in them, becauſe of the 
blindneſs of their Heart, Which makes it 
clear, that beſides natural Reaſon, there is 
a neceſlity of reveaPd Religion; and altho 
Conſcience be blinded in the one, yet the 
other may prove effectual: But when both 
natural and reveaPd Religion take no Place 
in the Soul, and Men have the Conſcience 
to oppoſe the known DiQates of each of 
them, I am ſure that Perſon hath not a 
tender Conſcience. No Man is to anſwer 
for an invincible Ignorance, but if he en- 
joys the means of Knowledge, not only 
that Man's Ignorance, is culpable, but 
his Actions contrary thereunto are much 
more ſo. As for initance, I will ſuppoſe 
you know that Adultery and Fornication 
are Sins, you know that Murder is a Sin, 
you know that Drunkenneſs, profane Cur- 
ling and Swearing, and Sabbath-breaking, 
are Sins; now it ever you ihould be guilty 
of theſe or any other known Vice, and your 
Hearts do not {mite you, you cannot lay 


Jam.4.17, Claim to a tender Conſcience, For to him 


that knoweth to do Good, and doth it not, to 

him it is Sin. 
Seconaly, A tender Conſcience is 4 pure 
and janctified Conſcience, By Purity I don't 
mean 


e 
„„ 2 * 1 K 5 ey 
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mean an ablolute Perfection, for this is as 
incompatible with our preſent State, as 
perfect Happineſs; but all that I intend by 
it, is an undefiled Conſcience, a Conſcience 


willing in all Things to live honeſty. St. Paul 2 Tim. 1, 


indeed thanks God, whom he ſerv d from his 
Fore-fathers with a pure Conſcience. And he 
appeals to the Council, Men and Brethren, 
I have liv'd in all good Conſcience before God 
until this Day. We are to underſtand theſe 
Expreſſions after this manner, viz, That 
he never in all his Life- time acted againſt 
his Conſcience ; even while he was a Jew, 
and full of Zeal in perſecuting thoſe, that 
call d upon the Name of Jeſus; he verily 
thought he was bound in Duty ſo to do; 
and this is that Parity of Conſcience he 
refers to, with which he thanks God he 


ſerv'd him from his Fore-fathers. But all 


this while it was a wicked and an errone- 
ous Conſcience, a Conſcience not well 
inform'd, nor well diſciplin'd; therefore 
upon his Converſion, we find him diſcour- 


ſing after another rate; What Things were Phil.z 7, 
Gain to me, thoſe I counted Loſs for Chriſt ; 8 

yea doubtleſs and I count all Things but Loſs 
for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt 


Jeſus my Lord, for whom I have ſuffered the 
Loſs of all Things, and do count them but 
Dung, that I may wiz Chriſt. Tis then an in- 
diſputable Maxim, that where there is not 

ye Purity 
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Purity of Heart, there can be no Tender- 
neſs in that Man's Conſcience. Will an 
evil and defiled Conſcience ſmite a Man 
for ſinning, or for not doing his Duty? 
Will Satan caſt out Satan, or the Devil 
of Luft dethrone the Devil of Pride, ex- 
cept it be to ſerve a preſent Turn? If fo, 
then truly a wicked Conſcience may di- 


ſturb and torment an ill Man; but as azo 
Tit. 1.15. 


the Pure all Things are pure, ſo unto them that 


are deſiled and unbeletving, is nothing pure, 


but even their Mind and Conſcience is defiled. 
When Men give themfelves up to vile Affe- 
tions, and work all manner of Uncleanneſs 
with Greeaineſs, no wonder that Conſcience 
is aſleep, and never diſturbs the Man. 
Thirdly, A tender Conſcience, when 
ever it ſmites for Sin, is always attended 
with a free and ingenuous Confeſſion, and 
earmeſt Pelitions for Pardon. This was 
David's Practiſe not only in the Caſe be- 
fore us, but in variety of Inſtances beſides ; 
his Conſcience never ſmote him for his 
Sin, but he cries out, O Lord, I have done 
very wickealy, forgive the Sin of thy Servant. 
When he kept ſilence, he tells us, his Bones 


waxed old, through his roaring all the Day 


long: i. e. He was in a very dark and un- 
comfortable Condition; hut no ſooner did 


he acknowledge his Iniquity, aud confeſs his 


Tranſoreſſions unto the Lord, than he * 
tne 
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the ſtill and ſweet Voice of Pardon, Tho# 
forgaveſt the Iniquity of my Sin. The pro- 
digal Son took the ſame Method, for 
when he came to himſelf ; in other Words, 
when his Conſcience was awake and {mote 
him for his Sin, then he runs to his Father, 
whom he had offended, and cries out, Fa- 
ther, I have ſiun'd againſt Heaven, and in 
thy fight, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy Son. Tis a certain Indication of a 
tender Conſciexce, to be ſorry upon doing 
amiſs, and never eaſy *till we have ob- 
tain*d Pardon; but he is a hard'ned Wretch 
indeed, who in the midſt of his Sins is not 
aſham'd or humbl'd, nor ever looks up to 
Heaven tor Forgiveneſs. 

The fourth Character of a tender Con- 
ſcience is this; Whenever it ſinites, it hums 
bles us; and all its Confeſſions of Guilt, aud 
Petitions 141 2 Mercy, do both ſpring 


from, and iſſue in a Heart you of the Seuje 


of its own Vileneſs, and Selfabaſemtut. With- 
out this excellent Temper the Conſcience 
can never be faid to be tender; tor a 
wicked Man may be brought to ſome Con- 
feſſion of Sin, and he may likewiſe entreat 


Eis aur id. This Phraſe eiihir figniſies 4 Man 
dead (or in a Swourd ar leaſt) and coming 19 Life again ; or 4 
Man drunk, diſpelling at laſt tbe Cloud of bis Fumes, and re- 
covering the Uſe of bis limbs and Senſes; or a Man diſtracted, 
and returning 10 bis Wits and Underſtanding again. Dr. Goo |- 
Quarto, 5 

2 tor 


man on the Parable, Pag. 123. 
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for Pardon, when God is contending with 
him, and 18 at the ſame Time have a 


hard and ſtony Heart, becauſe he is not 
humbled, and brought to a penitential 
Frame of Spirit. You know how it was 
with Pharaoh; if we reſpect only the ex- 
ternal Appearance, none by Fits expreſſed 
greater Teſtimonies of a tender Conſcience, 
than himſelf, none more loud and ſeem- 
ingly ſincere in his Acknowledgments, 
none more earneſt with Moſes to beſeech 
God to pardon his Sins: In the Plague of 
Locuſts, that came upon the Land of Egypt, 
we read that he calls for Moſes and Aaron 
Exod. 1c. in haſte, and faith, I none ne againſt the 
10,17. Lord, and againſt you. Now therefore, for- 
eve, I pray thee, my Sin only this once; 
1 aud entreat the Lord your God, that he may 
'H take away from me this Death only, Here 
by. his Conteſhon and Entreaty is very parti- * 
; cular; . 4. Let God ceaſe to puniſh me 
„any further, and if ever I treſpaſs again 
. « in this kind, pray for me no more. 
FI But notwithſtanding all theſe fair Speeches 
* and ſpecious Promiſes, Pharaoh did not 
| humble himſelf, but hard*zed his Heart a? 
1 gainſt the Lord his God. Thus, I am 
| f atraid, there are many in our Days, who 


do but flatter themſelves with having a 
tender Conſcience, becauſe ſometimes 
they experience Stings and Wounds, and 

at 
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at certain Seaſons poſſibly fall down upon 
their Knees, confeſs their Sins, and ſue for 
Pardon; 'tis a Cheat and Deluſion where- 
with the Devil captivates Men to their e- 
verlaſting Ruin, it their Hearts be not 
humbled, but they remain deſtitute of a 
ſoit and melting Frame of Spirit. Be- 


21 


thinking our ſelves, i. e. the Offices of a! Kings 


good Conſcience, and Repertance, ever 
go together. And God hath aſſured 


8. 47. 


us, that we confeſs our Iniquities, and Levit. 26. 
our uncircumciſed Heart ve humbled, then he- K. 


will remember his Covenant, and remember 
the Land, Upon which account Joſiah had a 


favourable Meſſage from the Lord; Becauſe 2 Kings 


thine Heart was tender, and thou haſt hum- 
bled thy ſelf before the Lord, when thoa heard- 
eil what I jpake againſt this Place, and haſt 
rent thy Clothes, and wept before me; I alſo 
have heard thee, ſaith the Lord. You ſee 
that a tender Hearr, and a humble 
Soul go hand in hand; the one is the ge- 
nuin Product of the other. 

Fifthly, A tender Conſcience is wever 
wanting in the Diſcharge of its peculiar Acts 
and Offices; and they are principally theſe 
two, To accuſe and condemy us when we 
do evil, To excuſe and abſolve us upon our 
doing well. Now if Conſcience rightly 
and impartially performs theſe two great 
Offices, *tis a Sign there is ſome Tenderneſs 

C 3 and 


22.19. 


22 


Gen. 4. 13. 


1 Sam 24. 
5. 


Ver. 6. 


A Practical Diſcourſe 


and Softneſs in it; for a ſeared and ſtupid 
Conſcience is always quiet and oy | 
1, If it doth accuſe and condemn us, 
when we do Evil. This is ſuch a noted 
Act of Conſcience, that we are ready to 
ſay, that Man hath a very bad Corſcrexce, 
or none at all (which is the ſame Thing) 
if his Heart doth not /mite him upon NS 
Commiſſion of Sin. There are but tew Per- 
ſons in the World, I believe, who do not feel 
theſe Checks and Rebukes of Conſcience, 
when they have been guilty of ſome groſs 
Sins; even Cain could cry out, My Paniſh- 
ment is greater than I can bear: But he muſt 
have a tender Conſcience indeed, whoſe 
Heart ſmites him for ſmall and little Offen- 
ces in the Eye of Man, and it argues that his 
feeling is no leſs exquiſite and nice. Thus 


Dad's Heart ſmote him, becauſe he had cut off 


SauPs Skirts, Saul was his avowed Enemy, 
had oftentimes ſought his Life, and David 
knew, at the ſame time, that he himſelf was 
deſign'd tor the Throne, yet the Government 
of Iſrael being a Theocracy, i. e. the Perſon 
of their King was immediately appointed 
by God; therefore it was a Sin in David 
by any means what-ſoever to compals the 
Death of Saul *. The Lord forbid, faith 


3 


— 


* See Mr. Hoadly's Meaſures of Submiſſion to the Civil Ma- 
biſtrate, pag. 132, 133, | 1 | 


9 


concerning a tender Con ſcience, 


he, that I ſbould do this thing unto my 
Maſter, the Lord's Anointed, to ſtretch 


forth my Hand againſt him, ſeeing he is the 


Anointed of the Lord, Now this Accu- 
ſation of Conſcience is perform'd by a 
Man's acting the Part of God againſt him- 
ſelf, judging and condemning his finful 
Actions, ſetting betore him the Wrath of 
God, and the Curſes of the Law, which 
he hath deſerv'd, and letting him fee how 
obnoxious he is untoeternal Condemnation, 
without ſpeedy Repentance and ſerious, be- 
lieving Applications to the Blood of Chriſt. 
1 conteſs, ſuch Stings of Conſcience may 
be painful and troubleſom, but they are 
by no means ſinful or evil. There is a 
good Conſcience, and not a quiet Con- 
ſcience: and again, there is a quiet Conſci- 
cnce and not a good Conſcience ; Peace of 
Conſcience is not always a Bleſſing. But 
on the contrary, tis the Property of a ten- 
der Heart, to condemn and accuſe upon a- 

ny Sin committed. 
2aly. Another Office of Conſcience is to 
excuſe and acquit, when we have done 
well. And if this be regularly perform'd 
according to due Information, it argues 
a very quick and ſtrong Senſation. Not 
but that a wicked Man may enjoy a kind 
of Peace; Superſtition and Formality may 
ſo tar blind the Judgment, and ſtupify 
C4 the 
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prov. 30. 


Mat. 27. 
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the Conſcience, as at leaſt to ſilence its Ac- 
cuſations, tho? it may not prevail to make 
it ſpeak comfortably. The adulterous Wo- 
man eateth and wipeth her Mouth, and ſaith, 
T have done no Wickedneſs : And Pilate waſh- 
ed his Hands, when he was dipping them 
in the molt innocent Blood, that ever was 
ſhed. But certainly if our Conſciences, 
rightly inform'd, do excuſe and acquit us, 
and at the ſame Time there appears no- 
thing contradictory to its Sentence in the 
infallible Rule of Scripture, we may ſafely 
pronounce that Conſcience to be a tender 
ON. 

Sixthly, A tender Conſcience is ever 
joyn'd with 4 holy Fear; a Fear to offend, 
and a Fear of the Divine Diſpleaſure, 
wherein we have offended. Thus Joſeph's 
Heart recoil'd at his Miſtreſs's Temp- 


Sen. 39 9. tation, and he cries out, How can I do this 


great e and fin againſi God ! If 
he had been fearleſs of the Command, or 
the Divine Diſpleaſure, his Conſcience 
would have been ſo far from reſiſting fo 
plealing an Allurement, that it would pre- 
{ently have embrac'd the Opportunity of 
gratifying a ſenſual Luſt ; but his Heart 
was tender, his Soul was influenced with 
the Fear of God. And this made him in. 
ſtantly to repel the Temptation. For, it 
is the conſtant Property of a Soul that is 

| ſoftned 
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concerning a tender Conſcience. 


ſoftned by this holy Fear, to diſſwade from 
Evil, and perſwade to Good. How many 
Arguments doth Conſcience muſter up, 
how ſtrongly doth it wreſtle and ſtruggle 
with a Man ſometimes, e're he conſents 
to any thing that is ſinful! It will ſay to 
him, as Abner to Joab, Kpoweſt thou not 
that it will be Bitterneſs in the latter end ? 
Or as Abigail to David, It ſhall be no Grief 
nor Offence of Heart unto thee another time, 
not-to have done this Evil *, He that hath 
the Fear of God before his Eyes, will 
ſpeak in this Language to himſelf, when 
tempted to Sin; Have I conſidered and 
* weighed what I am prompted to? Do I 
© know what Evil is bound up in this Temp- 
© tation, how charming and alluring a Dreſs 
*it may for the preſent put on ? What, if 
I ſhould incur the Anger of Almighty God 
© by this one Act, will its momentaneous 
* Delights here compenſate for an Eternity 
© of Torments hereafter; IgA fearful thing 
©to 42 into his hands: And ſhall J run the 
© ri{que of ſo terrible a Deſtruction (ſuppo- 
© {ing it to be a Probability only) for the 
ſake of a preſent ſenſual Pleaſure. Thus 
doth Conſcience, When it is tender, diſ- 


ſwade from Evil; and it is no leſs active 


and diligent in perſwading us to that which 


— — — —— ud. 
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* Vid. Jer. Dyke of a good Conſcience, Chap. 3. 
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is good, A divine Precept can no ſooner be 
mentioned, nor a Goſpel-Duty preſſed, 
than Conſcience makes Application to the 
Man, and urges him to the Performance 


of it; if it finds him careleſs and drowſy, 


it comes to him with that Voice, Awake 
thou that ſleepeſt or with that other, This ts 
the way, walk in it! Tam ſure, were it not for 
the plain Incitements of Conſcience, the 
greateſt part of our Duty would be omit- 
ted by us; Tis poſſible Men may be eaſi- 
ly drawn to do ſome good things, fuch as 

all give them a fair Reputation in the 
World, and make them appear tolerably 
juit before others. Theſe may be done 
from the Inſtances of a common Light. 
But ſecret Duties, inward Purity, thoſe 
things which only denominate us rightc- 
ous before God, are the Effects of a ten. 
der and enlightned Conſcience, whoſe 
Goverament, more eſpecially, concerns the 
Heart. 

Seventhly, A tender Conſcience reſpects 
the mhle Converſation of a Man. This was 
the Character St. Paul gives of his Con- 
fcience in his Defence before Felix, the 
Roman Governour in Judea, Herein do J 
exerciſe my ſelf to have always 4 Conſcience 
void of Offence towards God, and towards 
Man. He had regard to the whole Com- 
paſs of his Duty, and was inoffenſive 
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his Carriage towards God, and his Neigh- 
bour ; his Love to God did not hinder him 
from loving his Neighbour ; neither did 
his Love to his Neighbour divert him 
from the great Commands of Piety and 
Devotion towards God : But his Religion 
was all of a piece, it run in Parallel Lines 
with the Precept, and was ſpun with a 
very even Thread. This is an infallible 
Note of a tender Conſcience, if a Man 
makes Conſcience of all his Actions; be- 
cauſe the ſame Reaſon, which makes us 
diligent in the Performance of ſome Parts 
of our Duty, will oblige us to all; and 
what makes us tender of ſome Sins, will 
have rhe ſame Effect upon us as to every 


22 
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Sin: Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, faith Da. Pfal, 119. 
vid, when I have reſpett unto all thy Com- . | 
mandmeuts. To this purpoſe very perti- | 
nent is the Apoſtle's Reaſoning, Whoſoever James 2. 
ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in | 
one Point, is guiliy 7 all : For he that ſaid, 
Do not commit Adultery, ſaid alſo, Do not 
kill : Now if thou commit no Adultery, yet if 
thou kill, thou art become a Tranſgreſſor of 
the Law. The whole Law is ratified by 
the ſame Authority, and we do as much 
deſpiſe 1t by the Violation of one of its 
Precepts, as when we break all, Shall 
we ſay that Man's Conſcience is tender of 
ſinning againſt God, who poſſibly is juſt 


and 


98 


LV 


. Wy. Vo FRY v0, ©” WH” mW 


28 


A Praclical Diſcourſe 


and fair in his Dealings, honeſt and ſober 
in his outward Deportment ; but never 
worſhips God either in his Cloſet or Fami- 
ly, or publick Societies, that keeps not the 
Sabbath-day, or gives himſelf any leifure 
lo much as to think of God on the Week- 
day ? On the other hand, is that Man's 
Heart upright and ſincere, who will ſeem 
wondertully zealous for the Lord of Holts, 
will not ſwear, or be guilty of any open 
and ſcandalous Profancneſs* but at the 
fame time will oppreſs the Poor, over- 
reach his Brother, and make no Conſci- 
ence of defrauding others, provided lie can 
but ſatisfy his covetous Appetite ? This 
was the Guiſe of the Phariſees of old, who 


Matth.2z, Were very ſtrict in [ithing of Mint, Aniſe 
23, 24 r 


and Cumin, but neglected the weightier mat- 
ters of the Law: Our Saviour juſtly blames 
them for pretending Conſcience in ſmaller 
Things, and mean while made none 1n 
greater; They would ſtrain at a Gaat, and 


{ſwallow a Camel, But it is not ſo with a 


zeader Conſcience, whoſe Eyes not only 
Beams but Moats alſo diſquiet, and unto 
whom not only greater and fouler Sins, 
but even ſuch as the World counts venial 
trifling ones, are offenſive. He is willing in 
all thiags to live honeſtly ; and keeps a Con- 
ſcienec void of Offence towards God and to- 


wards Men. 
In 


concerning a tender Conſcience. 
In the 8th Place. This is his conſtant 


Practice, the general Courſe and Tenour of 


his Life and Converſation. St. Paul ſaith, 
that he exerciſed himſelf ta have, always, 4 
Conſcience void of Offence : S\amarr's, conti- 
nually, at all times, in every Age and Con- 
dition of Life, in Proſperity and Adverlt- 
ty, in Sickneſs and in Health; at 4 Sea. 


ons, and not by fits and ſtarts only, are 
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we to make Conſcience of our Ways. 
There are ſome Mens Conſciences, that 
change with the Times, and are as varia- 
ble as the Weather-cock, which ſhifteth 
Corners, as the Wind moveth it : If there 
blow a warm and ſerene Wind in the 
Heavens, ſo as every thing looks fair, and 
no Cloud appear, none more forward and 
zealous than they, in the Cauſe of God 
and Religion : But let the Wind turn, and 
the Heavens begin to look black and dif- 
mal, they walk no longer with Chriſt, but 
make Shipwrack both of their Faith, and a 
good Conſcience, if ever they had any, at 
the ſame time. Will the Hypocrite delight 
himſelf in the Almighty? Will he always call 


29 


upon God? faith Job. This Queſtion im- Chap. 27- 


plies, that at ſome Times and Scaſons he 


will do it, when perhaps he is in a good 
Humour, or it be his Intereit ſo to do. 
At other times and in other Caſes, his 
Language is to the Almizhty, Depart from 

WO, 
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me, I deſire not the Kpowledge of thy Ways. 
I: is vain to ſerve God, and what Profit is it 
that we have kept his Ordinances ? Jult like 
thoſe profane Jews who told the Prophet, 
_ % Me will burn Incenſe unto the Queen of Hea- | 
*. wen, and pour out Drink-Offerings unto her, 
as we have done: for then had we Plenty of 
Victuals, and were well, and ſaw no Evil. 
But ſince we left off theſe Practices, we have 
wanted all things, and have been conſumed 
by the Sword and by the Famine, Now turn 
the Reverſe, and you have the lively Por- 
traicture of a render Conſcience, which 
will never be weary of well-doing, but makes 
a Man conſtant and tmmoveable in his Chri- 
ſtian Courſe, to the laſt Breath of his 
Life. He will endure all manner of Temp- 
rations, cruel Mockings and Impriſon- 
ments, Perſecutions, Reproaches and Af. 
flictions, rather than dithonour his God, 
or abuſe his Conſcience. Therefore, 
Ninthly, A tender Conſcience will ſuf- 
fer even to Death, before it will yeild to the 
leaſt Sin, and conſent to the Commiſſion of it. 
We read in 1 Pet. 2. 19. Of enduring 
Grief, ſuffering wrongfully, fs Conſctence to- 
wards God. There have been many In- 
ſtances of this ſort in former Ages of the 
Chap. 1.8. Church. So Daniel parpoſed in his Heart, 
that he would not defile himſelf with the Portion 
of the Ming's Meat, nor with the Wine, 1 
e 
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he drank. And notwithſtanding it was e- 
tabliſh'd « Royal Statute, and made a firm 
Decree, that whoſoever ſhould as; a Petition 
of any God or Man for thirty Days, fave of 
the King, he was to be caſt into the Den of Ly- 
ons; yet this good Man was not daunted 
at this Law, but went into his Houſe, aud Chap. 6. 
his Window being open in his Chamber towards 428 
Jeruſalem, he kneeled wo his Kees three 
times a Day, and prayed, and gave Thanks 
before his God, as he did afore-time. He 
was fully refolv'd in his Mind, that let 
matters be driven to the utmoſt Extremity, 
he would not do the leaſt thing, that 
would not conſiſt with a good Conſcience. 
No, he would rather have ſtarv'd, and loſt 
his Life, than have defiPd his Conſcience, 
or forfeited the Peace of it. This was the 
Cafe likewiſe of the three Children, who 
found no Difficulty to anſwer in that Mat- 
ter, whether they would worſhip Nebu- 
chadnezzay's Golden Image, or be burnt 14 


4 Farnace; for they poſitively declar'd, 


they would not ſerve his Gods, as knowing, 

that the Fire of a guilty Conſcience was 

ſeven times hotter and more intolerable, 

than the Fire of his Furnace, tho' it be 
heated ſeven times more than it is wont to be Chap. 3. 
heated. Alas! A good Conſcience values 1970 + 
its Peace above all the World, and is ne— 
ver ſo tender as in the Cauſe of Sin or Du- 
| ty. 


— — — — ————— 
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The Primitive Chriſtians were ſo cau- 
tious in this reſpect, that they would not 
be preſent at any Idol-Sacrifice, no, nor 
give one Farthing towards it. Many a- 
mong them, as Hiſtory tells us, have em- 
brac'd Torments, and Death for the ſake 
of thoſe things, which Jam perſwaded, 
would have been of ſmall Offence to ſome 
in this Age: Nay, for ought I know, they 


are ſtigmatiz'd for being Men of ſcrupulous 


Conſciences, in ſo Acting. But I aſſure 
you, Conſcience is a tender Point, and 
ſuppoſe it ſhould ever come to this paſs, 
that we mult dz/obey God in obeying Man, 
then will be the Time of Trial of the 
State of our Conſcience, whether it be a 
tender one, or no. 


Tenthly, He that hath a tender Conſcience 


is never uneaſy at Reproof ; but 2 it as one 

of the kindeſt Offices can be done him, And truly 

o it is in Reality; for we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe another Perſon may know and hear 

more of a Man's Affairs, than himſelf. Now 

it he be a Friend indeed, *tis one of the 
chiefeſt Acts of Friendſhip, not only to 
acquaint his Brother with his Faults, but 

alſo to admoniſh him for them, leaſt he 

Plal. 141. bear his Iniquity. Saith David, Let the Righ. 
S teous ſmite me, it ſhall be a Kjnadneſs ; 
and let him reprove me, it ſhall be an excel- 

lent Oyl which ſhall not break my Head, Oy! 
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is of a ſoft and penetrating Nature, and 
will inſinuate it ſelf, where Water cannot; 
ſuch is Reproof to a good Man, when it 
meets with an honeſt Heart; and it is al- 
ways a Sign of a tender Conſcience. 
ou may ſee the Difference in this re- 
ſpe& betwixt two Kings, David and Ahab. 
When Gad the Seer told David of his Sin 
in numbring the People, and acquainted him 
with the Judgments God had purpoſed to 
ſend upon the Nation on that account, 
and bids him chufe, which of the three he 
leas'd, either three Tears Famine, or three 1 Chron, 
Months to be deſtroyed before their Enemies, 21.11,12. 
or three Days Peſtilence. Was he angry, or 
wroth with the Prophet, becauſe of his 
Meſſage ? Did he ſend him into a Priſon, 
as Aſa, tho a good Man, did another Pro- 
phet? For we read, that Aſa was wroth 2 Chron, 
with Hanani the Seer, and put him in a Pri- 16. 10. 


ſon- Houſe, and he was in a Rage with him, 


becauſe he had dealt freely with him, in 
the matter of his Confidence in the Ring of 


F Syria. But now no ſooner is Micajah pro- 


pos'd by Jehoſhaphat to Ahab, to enquire of 

the Lord, concerning the Succeſs of their 

War againſt the Syr:azs, but he cries out, 

I hate him, for he doth not propheſy Good con- 1 Kings 

cerning me, but Evil. Nay one of his 2 * 

falſe Prophets, Zzdekiah by Name, is fo Ver. 24 

impudent, as to ſmite this Prophet on the 
D Cheek, 
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Cheek, This is that Ahab who profeſſed a 
reat deal of Humiliation in Externals ; 
[ ut a little before, upon Elijab's Meſſage to 
him, of Judgment from the Lord, *tis 
Chap. 21- ſaid, He rent his Clothes, and put Sach- cloth 
27. upon his Fleſh, and faſted, and lay in Sack- 
cloth, and went ſoftly. And yet you ſee, he 
could not bear Reproot; his Conſcience 
was not tender, neither was his Heart up- 
right with the Lord his God, as David's 
was. I am perſwaded, that a good 
Man is never diſpleasd at Reproof, 
provided it be manag'd prudently and 
ſea ſonably; Rebuke a wiſe Man, ſaith Solo- 
mon, and he will love thee. Of this I am 
certain, that the want, or at leaſt the im- 
prudent Management of it, hath been the 
occaſion of Breaches in Churches and F ar- 
milies. Let Miniſters in Seaſon, and with 
Gravity reprove their People, let Parents 
and Maſters reprove their Children and 
Servants with the ſame Decorum, and you 
will ſoon ſee another face of Religion. But, 
as Words fitly ſpoken are like Apples of Gold in 
Pictures of Silver; fo, on the contrary, 
Reproots, if they are not given with Wit- 
dom, turn to Shame and Diſadvantage. 
However it Men will not bear juſt and 
ſcaſonable Admonitions, if they refuſe to 
Lech 7. hearken and pull away the Shoulder, and ſtop 
their Ears; yea make their Hearts, as an 
Adamant- 
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Adamant-Stone, left they ſhould heay the Law 
and the Words God hath ſent in his Spirit by the 
Prophets, as was the Caſe of the Jens; then 
indeed it would be no breach of Charity 
to affirm, that fuch have not a tender Con- 


33 


ſcience; and he that being often reproved, Prov. 29. 
L, 


hard neth his Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy- 


ea, and that without Remedy. 


The Eleventh Character. He that hath 
a tender Conſcience, is not o griev'd for 
his own perſonal Sins, but likewiſe for the Sins 
of others. He is ſorry, in the firſt place, 
at his own Folly, and is no leſs concern'd 
for the Folly of others, efpecially thoſe of 
his own Nation and Kindred ; Rivers of 


Waters, faith holy David, ran down mine Pi. 119, 


Eyes, becauſe Men keep not thy Law. Here s. 


is not only Grief expreſs'd, but the Exceſs 
of it: Here are not a tew Tears ihed, 
but valt Floods of 'em ran down this 
good Man's Eyes, and bedew'd his Face, 
and all becauſe Men did not keep God's Lam. 


all weep ſore, and run dows 
with Tears, becauſe the Lord's Flock is carried 
away captive. A tender Heart is attected 
with the Diſhonours and Agronts God re- 
ceives from the whole World, eipecially 
that part of it wherein he dwells ; He 
fighs and cries for all ay Abominations Fat 

2 U 5 


So faith Jeremiah, If you will not hear, my Ch. 13.1. 
Soul ſhall weep in ſecret Places for your Pride, 
yea mine Eyes 


Ezsk 9. . 
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be done in the midſt thereof; and ſo in the 
Time of a publick Calamity hath a Mark 


ſet on his Forehead, that he might not be 


deſtroyed. And truly where there 15 not 
this Concern for other Mens Sins, as well 
as our own, but we can hear the Name of 
God blaſphem'd, and his ſacred Oracles 
burleſqu'd; we can fee Men do Evil with 
both Hands earneſtly, and make very large 
Strides towards Hell and Damnation, and 
E not have one Word to ſpeak in the be- 
alt of God and Religion, nor deſign the 
leaſt Efforts to prevent Mens eternal De- 
ſtruction; we cannot with any Shadow of 
Reaſon aſſert that ſuch have tender Con- 
ſciences, but their Hearts are as hard as 
the nether Milſtone. Tis recorded to the 
Honour of juſt Lot, that he was vexed with 
the filthy Converſation of the wicked Sodo- 
mites ; for that righteous Man dwelling a- 
mong them, in ſeciug and hearing, vexed his 
righteous Soul from day to day, with their un- 
lawful Deeds. And as a Mark of God's 
peculiar Approbation of this excellent 
Temper, he and his Family only were de- 


livered from that Storm of Vengeance that 
involv'd rhe Cities of the Plain, and ths 


Inhabitants thereof in a perpetual Over- 
throw, 

The Twelfth. A tender Conſcience is 
both modeſt and peaceable : T's not very 


fond | 
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fond of its own Opinions, but ready to 
ſubmit them to the Teſt of Scripture and 
Reaſon ; and is ſo far from impoling upon 
others in Matters of Indifferency, that 
for Peace-ſake it would even deny it felt. 
That can never be a tender Conſcience, 
which is full of Paſſion and Rage, and 
tis a broad Sign there is but little Truth, 
where there is ſo much Noiſe. For it I 
have Truth and Reaſon on my fide, what 
Occaſion for ſo much Zeal and Diſpute ? 
St. Paul had a tender Conſcience, and he e- 
videnced it in nothing ſo much as this, 
If Meat make my Brother to offend, I will So _ 
eat no Fleſh while the World ſtandeth, leſt I © 
make my Brother to offend. Charity and 
Love is of a ſoft and healing Nature, and 
is ever the Character of a good Soul ; for 
he that loveth not his Brother whom he hath 
ſeen, how can he love God, whom he hath not 


1 | ſeen? Tis by this we diſcover the Tender- 


neſs of our Conſtitution ; ſo that where it 
is wanting, the furious Devil, and not the 
peaceable God, dwells there. 

In the lait Place. I might add unto all 


this, A tender Conſcience is 4 good Conſci- 


ence, in all Things willing to live honeſtly. Heb. 13, 
It is for doing every thing that is juſt and '* 
fair, lovely, and of 4 good Report, accord- Phil. 4. 8. 
ing to the Apoltle's Direction. Some Men 

have ſuch odd ways, both of Speech and 

| D 3 Beha- 
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Behaviour, that indeed they blemiſh Re- 
ligion, and bring an evil Report upon the 
Ways of the Lord ; but ſo charitable and 
inoffenſive, ſo virtuous and obliging is a 
good Man's Conſcience, that he gives 
Godlineſs 4 good Name in the World, and 
the Converſation of ſuch 1s of greater Uſe 
to gain Proſelytes, than labour'd Harangues, 
or noiſy Diſputes : For as Atheiſm in the 


Heart uſually is the Spawn of a debauch'd, 


vitious Life; ſo the Fear of God, and true 


Religion, is propagated by the pious Ex- 
amples of holy Men; and that there are 
no more real Converts to Chriſtianity, is 
very much owing to the ſcandalous and 
uncharitable Lives and Tenents of its Vo- 
taxies, | | 
Thus I have endeavour'd with all the 
Pla inneſs and Faithfulneſs imaginable, to ſet 
before you the Draught of a tender Conſcience. 
Let Conſcience now within you act like its 


| felf, and not be byaſs'd one way or other, 


Chap. 1 . 
22—26 


but let Truth take place in your Hearts, 
even that Truth which cannot lie, and 
will be your Judge another day. 123 

I ſhail cloſe this Chapter with thoſe 
Words of St, James; Be ye Doers of the 
Mord, and not Hearers only, dectiving your 
own ſelues; and 'tis the wortt kind of Fal- 


lacy for a Man to cheat himſelf. © For if 


any be a Hearer of the Mord, and not a Doer, 
he 
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he is like unto a Man, beholding his natural 
Fite in 4 Glaſs ; which Glaſs, faith Biſhop 
Taylor, is Conſcience, He beholdeth him 
ſelf, and goeth his way, and ſtraightway for- 
getreth what manner of Man he was, But 
whoſo looketh into the perfett Law of Liberty, 
and cont inuwth therein, he being not a forget- 
al Hlearer, but 4 Doer of the Work, this 
Man ſhalt be bleſſed in his Deed, When Con- 
ſcience and the Word of God agree toge- 
ther, and ſpeak the ſame Things in Ads 
of Obedience, then are we bleſſed and 
happy Perſons. The Lord entitle us all 
by his Grace to this Blefling ! 


_ 
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CHAP, 1M. 
Of the Benefits ana Advantages of keepina a 


tender Conſcience, ſhewn in three general 


Heads; with particular ones, and Enlar:t- 
ments under them. 


Aving given you a full Account of 
I the Nature and Properties of a ten- 


der Conſcience, what it is, and how it 
may be known; 

come, in the Second Place, to propound 
the ſeveral Benefits and Advantages o. 
keeping ſuch a Conſcience, that by any 


means poſſible T might excite you to ſo 
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worthy and profitable an Exerciſe. Now, 
as I ſaid in the beginning, in this and the 
following Heads, f ſhall confine my {elf to 
the Conſideration of a tender Conſcience, 
ſo am reſolv'd ſtudiouſly to avoid what 
ever is foreign to it under ſuch a Limita- 
tion; and therefore you mult not wonder, 
that TI ſtill go on to omit a great many 
Things, which may be ſpoken concernin 

Conſcience in the General, and other kinds 
of it, leaving ſo copious a Subject to more 
judicious Pens. Of what Importance then, 


and Conſequence it is, that *our Conſcien- 


ces be kept tender and ſoft, will appear 
from a due Attention to thoſe weighty 
Truths I ſhall now advance; and they may 
likewiſe ſerve as Motives to perſwade. 
Firſt, A tender Conſcience will alma ſe. 


cure unto us a clear and inoffenſive Conſci- 


ence: And think that is no ſmall Bene- 


fit. St. Paul, who had ſo many Affairs 
to manage, having the Care of all the 
Churches lying upon his Hands, thought 
it worth his while to be an Aſcetick in 
this Employment, as the Original Word 
doth import, z. e. he would exercſe him- 
ſelf in keeping a Conſcience void of * 
towards God, and towards Men, with the 
ſame laborious Diligence and Aſſidui- 
ty, which the Ol/ympick. Gameſters made 


uſe of in their Sports and Recreations, 
| from 
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from whence the Metaphor is borrow- 
ed *, 

By a clear and inoffenſive Conſcience, I 
do not mean a Conſcience entirely innoceat 
and pure from all Sin. I» many things we 
offend all, even the very beſt among us are 
encompaſſed about with Sins, of daily 
Weakneſs and Infirmity, and theſe cannot 
be reckon'd Obſtructions to a clear Con- 
ſcience, any more than the Mats of the 
Sun- beams are Obſtructions to à clear 
Day. Neither by a clear Conſcience do 
I underitand a Conſcience not in the leaſt 
burden'd with the Guilt of Sin; for we 
find that many of God's Children thro? 
Temptations and Deſertions, have fallen 
under the condemning Terrors thereof. 
But all that I mean by a clear Conſcience, 
is a Conſcience free from known and wil- 
ful Sins, a Conſcience that will denomi- 


nate us upright and innocent P [ie great Pial. 19.13 


Trang reſſions, as David expreſſes it; and 
likewiſe a Conſcience that is not jaſti; bur- 
den'd with the Guilt of any Sin: but it 
may be ſaid of us, as our Saviour did of 
Nathaniel, Behold an Iſraelite indeed, in 
whom is no Guile! This is a Conſcience 


2? clear and inoffenſive; and of what bene- 


ficial Advantage ſuch a Conſcience is, as 


8 
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alſo that a tender Conſcience will infalli- 
bly procure it to us, I proceed to ſhew. 
Now a Conſcience , that is clear and 
inoffenſive, will be advantagious to us in 
a threefold Reſpect; according as every 
Man ſtands related, to God, his Fellow- 
Creatures, and himſelf. | 
Firſt, We ſtand related ro God, as Ser- 
vants to their Maſter, as Creatures to 
their Lord and Creator; conſequently 
Fear and Honour, Service and Obedience, 
Sacrifice and Homage is due from every 
one of us. But without a clear Conſci- 
ence, we can neither have any comfort- 
able Acceſs to God, nor will any of our 
Performances, tho' never ſo beautiful in 
the Eye of the World, be acceptable unto 
him. Go 
A guilty Conſcience cannot draw nigh 
to God, but is both aſham'd, and afraid 
to appear in his Preſence. When a Ser- 
vant knows he hath done amiſs, and juſt- 
ly offended his Maſter, with what Unwil- 
tingnefs; and under how many dreadful 
Apprehenſions, doth he approach his an- 
gry and provoked Lord! The Caſe of a 
-uilty Conſcience with reſpect to God, 
12-33-14. is much more terrible; The Sinners in Zion 
are afraid, Fearfulneſs hath - ſurprized the 
Hypocrites. Who knows the Power of thine 
Plal. 90. 11 Auger? Saith the Plalmilt ; Even according 
to 
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0 thy Fear ſo is thy Wrath, They, who 
heretofore, .in times paſt, had ſweer Con- 


d verſe with God, and ſeen the King in his 
in Beauty, could come into his Preſence with 
ry Boldneſs, fir down at his Ordinances with 
Delight, and reap abundance of inward 

2 Pleaſure and Satisfaction in ſuch Commu- 
er- nion, now hang down their Heads, and 
to are afraid; a laviſh Deadneſs and Deject- 
fly || edneſs of Heart ſeizeth them, when-ever 


ce, they come to God in Duty; nay they ſtu- 
dy all poſſible ways to forget God and 
ſci- | themſelves too, becauſe of Guilt that 
: cleaveth to them. We have a woful In- 
ſtance of this in our firſt Parents, who up- 
on their Tranſgreſſing a known Com- 
mand, in eating of the forbidden Fruit, 
Hlid themſelves from the Preſence of the Lord Gen. 3. . 
God among the Trees of the Garden, Sin 
put them into a pannick Fear, as is evident 
from their feeking a hiding- Place. They 
were ſenſible they had ſinned againſt 
God: and, poor Creatures! they would 
feign run away from him; fo early did 
an Atheiſtical Spirit invade the World. 
And this Fear of theirs is height'ned from 
the Circumſtance of Time; ttis faid, 
They heard the Voice of the Lord God, walk- 
ing in the Garden, in the Cool of the Day. 
This was not the firſt Time that God 
ipake unto our firſt Parents, but it was 


the 
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the firſt Time the Voice of God did a- 
fright them; and this Voice they heard 
in the Cool of the Day; the Night in- 
deed is naturally terrible, whence that 
Phraſe, The Terrors of the Night; but the 
Day and the Light is pleaſant and comfort- 
able to behold. Yet we ſee guilty Adam 
tears, and runs into the Thickets in Day- 
light; his Conſcience accus'd him, and 


turn'd the Comforts of the Day into the 
Terrors of the Night *. It had been hap- '* 
py for us his Offspring, if we had never 
heard ſuch a Story; 2 do not we ſee it 
verified in their Poſterity, Inſtances of it 
every Day before our Eyes, that Guilt 
keeps us from God, and makes us afraid of 
our Maker? But now he that hath a clear 
and inoffenſive Conſcience, one that can 
appeal to God, the Searcher of Hearts, 
that he hath not wilfully broken his Law, 
or ſuffered Sin to remain unmourned over, 
and unrepented of, with what Delight 7 
and Satisfaction can he go to God, and 
ſpread his Caſe before him? With what 
holy Boldneſs, and Confidence of Succeſs | 
can ſuch an one, upon every occaſion, | 
make Application to him? Let ws draw |; 
near, ſaith the Apoſtle, i. e. in Prayer, and 
the like Duties (it being an Inference from 
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* J. Dyke of Conſcience, cap. 15. 
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the Prieſthood of Chriſt) In full Aſſurance Heb. 10, 
of Faith, having our Hearts ſprinkled from 22. 


an evil Conſcience. A clear Conſcience will 
enable us to draw near to God in full A 


ſurance of Faith; as another Apoſtle tells 


us, Beloved, if our Hearts condemmn us not, 1 John 3. 


then have we Confidence towards God. 

And as without ſuch a clear and inof- 
fenſive Conſcience, we cannot have any 
comfortable Acceſs to God, ſo neither 
will any of our Services be acceptable un- 
to him; for as a Man's Conſcience is, fo 


q are all his Works; To the Pare all things 


are pure ; if a Man hath but a pure Hearr, 
every thing that he doth, is pure; But to 
them that are defiled, is nothing pure, and 
that becauſe his Mind and Conſcience is de- 


ing of the Wicked, of one that hath an evil 
Conſcience, 7s Sin. This is the Dead-flie, 
which cauſeth the precious Oyntment of 


1 Duty to ſend forth a ſtinking Savour, and 


that Leproſy, which cuts us off from the 
Congregation of the Lord. A ſad Caſe 
indeed! That a Man ſhould pray and 
hear, and receive Sacraments, and all this 
while not perform one acceptable Peice of 


} Worſhip, but be adding unto his Con- 


demnation; and yet fo it is, where the 


Mind and Conſcience is difiled, they treaſure 


up to themſelves Wrath az ainſt the Day 7 
Wrath, 


1 filed. The ploughting, as well as the pray- Proy.21.4 
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Wrath, and the Revelation of the righteous 
Judgment of God. For, "The end of the 
Commanament, i. e. that which will ren- 
der our Obedience to the Commandment, 
(wapay)erians, the Goſpel-diſpenſation) of 
the right Stamp, 7s Charity, out of 4 pure 
Heart, and of a good Conſcience, and Faith 
unfeigned. Tis this that will perfume 
our Sacrifices, and make our Duties paſs 


for current in the Standard of Heaven, | 


pure Heart, and a good Conſcience. 
2aly. Let us confider Man, as he ftands 


related to his Fellow-Creatures. And of | 
how great uſe a clear Conſcience will be 


unto him in this Refpect, none can be 
ignorant, that hath but a tolerable Know- 
ledge of the World. Man is a converſible 


Creature, and was never made to be alone; 
even from the beginning 4 He!p-meet was 


found out for him; and as Mankind in- 
creaſed, ſo did Converſe and Society in- 


creaſe likewiſe. But we live in ſuch an 
Age of the World, wherein Converſation 
is 10 corrupted, that there was never more 
need of a clear Conſcience, than now ; * 
and for my part, I know of nothing like 
it, that can carry a Man thro* the World; 


were it not for this, it would even tem 


one to with with the Prophet, Oh! Thar 1 
had in the Wilderneſs a lodzing-Place of ma- 
faring Men, that I might leave the People, and | 


20 
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go from them. For not to mention thoſe exe- 
crable Oaths, and abominable Lewdnefles, 

the common Topick and Garniſh of ſome 

Mens Converſations, I ſhall only take no- 

tice of a peculiar Mode, ſcarce ever out of 
faſhion, viz. reproachful, vilifying Af- 
perſions, unjuſt and uncharitable Cenſures. 

There is a Generation, faith Solomon, whoſe Prov. 18. 
Teeth are as Swords, and their Jaw-teeth as 3 
Muives, whoſe Words are Wounds, that gu 

down into the innermoſt part of the Belly. 
Theſeare your Tale-bearers,Slanderers,and 
88 who bend their Tongues like Pal. 31. 


I their Bow, for Lies; an Aſſembly of treache- * * 37+ 
rous Men. "Tis a Mercy of a very conſi- 


derable Moment, 1 muſt confeſs, to be 


preſerv'd from the Violence of wicked 
Mens Tongues, and 'tis promiſed as ſuch 

to the Goal); for ſome Impreſſions they 

2 will make upon a tender Mind, tho? ne- 
ver ſo innocent: But when we conſider 
that of our Saviour, Mo to you when all Men Luke g. 
= ſhall ſpeak well of you. © When wicked Men, 75 

2 © faith one, ſpeak well of us, 'tis a Sign 

2 © we are bur too like them; even a Hea- 

2 © then could fay, when he was highly ap- 

7 © plauded by the vulgar Rout, What Evil 

2 © have I done, that theſe Men praiſe me? 

As likewiſe, when we conſider, - that the 

3 beſt of God's Children, the moſt eminent 
Saint on Earth, ſuch as Job, David, Fere- 


my, 
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my, and others, have experienced the ſame 
Treatment; nay our Lord himſelf, the 
innocent Jeſas, was not excuſed, they cal- 
led him a Glutton and a Mine-: bibber, and 
repreſented him as a Friend of Publicanes 
and Sinners: Neither were his Apoſtles 
exempred, they went through Honour and 
Diſhonour, evil Report and good Report. 
Such Conſiderations only as theſe, are ſut- 


ficient to prevail with us, not to ſuffer ? 


falſe Reproaches to ſink too deep into our 
Spirits; but eſpecially when we know, 


we have a clear Conſcience, and our 


Hearts, with Job's, do not reproach us. 


What ſignifies all the Railing and Oblo- 
quy of thoſe without, to them that can 
tetire within, and ſee a Conſcience void 


of Offence ? Let the World ſtorm at them, 


and endeavour to blaſt their Reputation 


and N Name, they can remit their 
Cauſe 


to God, and leave their Vindication 
with him; And the Teſtimony of one 
good Conſcience will put ten thouſand : 
* Slanderers to Silence. St. Paul was ex- 
ccedingly ſlighted by the Corinthians, a 
People, one would have thought, that 
ſhould have had more Kindneſs and E- F 
ſteem for their Miniſter, and for ſuch an 
one as St. Paul too more eſpecially, whoſe | 
Call to them was ſo peculiar, Labours ſo 
extraordinary, and whoſe Converſation | 
among 
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among em was ſo generous and conde- 
ſcending; yet even he did abound in 
their Cenſures concerning him, and in his 
Abſence were ready to entertain every ly- 
ing Report, that a falſe Apoſtle could ſug- 
geſt . But what Courſe doth the Apoſtle 
take to quiet himſelf in the midſt of all 
theſe Volleys of Shot? Mith me, faith he, 

it is 4 very ſmall thing that I ſhould be judg- 

ed of you, or of Man's Judgment; q. d. I 
don't regard your Cenſures and Reproa- 
ches, as not being a faithtul Steward of the 
Myſteries of God; for I know nothing by my , Im 4+ 
ſelf. I have a Conſcience in my Breaſt that 
doth not condemn, 'but clear me; it lays 
no ſuch thing to my Charge, that you ac- 
cuſe me of, and therefore I matter not 
what the World judges. 

And as this inoffenſive Conſcience will 
acquit us from the ſcandalous Aſperſions 
of evil Men; fo likewiſe will the certain 
Perſwaſion of it enable us to diſcharge 
the Part of a true Friend towards our Fel. 
low-Creatures ; and that is, to give them 
ſeaſonable and brotherly Reproof. For, 
ſince, as I have inform'd you already, 

2 *tis one Property of a tender Conſcience, 
to bear Reproof; ſo none but he, that 
hath a, clear Conſcience, is qualified to 


— 


* Vid. Paraphraſe and Notes on 1 Epift. newly publiſhed. 
E give 


50 


feiis, lib. 30 e 


A Fradtital Diſcourſe 
give it. With what Face can that Man 
reprove Vice and Sin in another, 'whoſe 
Conſcience tells him, he is guilty of the 
very ſame, or worſe? Thon which teacheſt 
another, tracheſt thou at thy ſelf? Will the 
Admonitions of fuch be effectual to Refor- 
mation f Mayaers? | Or: can we believe 
thoſe wicked Reprovers to be in earneſt, 
that can pluck Motes ont of other Mens Eyes, 
and yet retain Beams in their own? God, 


I aſſure you, doth not want ſuch Refor- 


mers, they blemiſh Religion, - and are a 
thame to their Profeſſion. But he, that 
hath a clear Conſcience, can rebuke with 
all Boldnefs and Authority, and may ex- 
pect Heaven to pee the Ploagh. 
34/y. Let us conſider Man, as he ſtands 
related to himſelf. And what can be of 
greater Importance to him, than ſuch a 
Conſcience? A Conſcience ianoceut from 
great Trauſg riſſions, and w of Offence to: 
wards God and Man. Sucha one is able 
to reflect, and enter into himſelf, like 
Scipio, uc ver leſs alone, than when alone; 
his Solitude and Retirement is not only 
tolerable, but commonly the moſt grateful 
and fruitful part of his Life; when at the 
ſame Time a guilty Perſon hates nothing 
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ſo much as Conſideration, and being alone, 
he carefully ſhuns himſelf, and flys from 
his own ' 1 houghts, he declines all Con- 
verſe with his Soul, and hardly dares 
look into his own Heart. By his good 
Will he would not be from his jovial, 
merry Company one Moment ; for he is 
both aſham'd and afraid, his very Thoughts, 
like Nebuchadnezzar's, trouble him, and 
the faſter he flies from them, with the 
ater ſpeed off-times do they follow 
im. Oh! The Horror of an evil Con- 
ſcience ; none knows it, but he that feels 
it. However we may gueſs a little by 
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Compariſons; The Wicked, faith the Pro- 19.57.20. 


phet, are like the troubled Sea, when it can- 
not reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and 
Dirt. They are lik'ned to a bling Pot 
in 4 continual Ferment and Agitation, 


a 


they reſt not Day nor Night, The A- 


poſtle compares them to Clouds with. Jute, ver. 


ont Mater, carried about of Winds; to Trees 


whoſe Fruit withereth ; without Fruit, twice- 


dead, plucked up by the Roots; to raging 
Waves of the Sea, foaming ont their own 
Shame; to wandring Stars, to whom is re- 


ſerved the Blackneſs of Darkaeſs for ever. 


But Oh! The Pleaſure and Satisfaction, 
which a good Conſcience produces; *tis 
all Calmneſs and Peace within, ſuch an 
one can converſe with himſelf and his 

E 2 God, 
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God, when he hath no Opportunity of con- 


verſing with others. 


. Theſe are the Beneficial Advantages of 
a Conſcience, that is clear and inoffen- 
ſive, Who can forbear, from ſuch a De- 
ſcription, deſiring to be in that Man's 
Caſe, who hath ſuch a Conſcience ? Is 
there any thing of greater Conſequence 
for us to ſtudy, and endeavour after: 

Nou, this a tender Conſcience only can 
ſecure unto us; becauſe, as it is a moſt 
excellent Preſervative againſt Sin, eſpe- 
cially thoſe that are wilful, ſo it will not 
let the Guilt of it lie long unconfeſs'd and 
unpardon'd in the Soul. Theſe are the two 


things which defile and vitiate the Con- 


ſcience, wiltul Sins, and unacknow- 
tedg'd Guilt, Both theſe a tender Con- 
{ſcience removes; it prevents the firſt by 
keeping a ſtrict Watch, and ſpying the 
Enemy at a diſtance ; it removes the 
ſecond by Humiliation, Confeſſion to 
God, and an Intereit thro? Faith in the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; of ſo mighty 
Conſequence is it, that we exerciſe our 
ſelves in keeping of tender Conſciences. 
yecondly, A tender Conſcience will ſe- 
cure unto us 4 good and 4 ſafe Conference, 
So that we may ſay of any one, who hath 
it, he is a good Man, certainly the Root 
of the Matter is in him; he is ſafe in 1 
an 


4g 1044 2 


— 
— 


AD 2 


a, Gs. AS. on EE _ 


Yen Be © Io. ood OR A Ah oe 


9 
' 


1 = OO Od 058 


3 
5 
4 
- 
* 


or a Hypocrite? And 
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and at Death; let his Circumſtances in 
this World, be as adverſe and calamitous 
as they will, he is happy; whether he 
lives, or whether he dies, it will go well 
with him; Life is the furtherance of his 
Glory, Death his Gain. And why ? He 
hath kept a tender Conſcience all his Litc- 
time, which hath prov'd a moſt effectual 


Means to preſerve him from Sin, and 


excite him to Duty. Who among you 1s 
not full of longing Deſires to know, whe- 
ther he is a real Saint zom, or a Hypo- 


crite only? And whether, when he comes 


to die, he ſhall be happy or miſerable ? 
Surely theſe two Queſtions muſt be 
much upon your N Am I a Saint, 

all I live for ever 
in Hell with damned Devils, or in Hea- 


ven with God and glorified Angels? If 


you deſire a Solution to theſe two Caſes, 
do but conſult thy ſelf, and know what 
fort of Conſcience thou haſt; for as the 
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Conſcience is, fo is the Man; as in Mater Prong 


Face anſwereth to Face, ſo the Heart of Man? 


to Man. If thou haſt a good Conſcience, 
then thou mayeſt conclude thou art a 
— Man, and thy State is fate: but if 
thou haſt an evil Conſcience, thou art an 
evil and wicked Man, and thy Caſe 1s 
dangerous. You will reply, how ſhall L 
know, whether I have a good Conſcience ? 

E 3 I 
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I anſwer, by feeling the Pulſe of Conſci- 
ence. Doth it beat well, and regularly, 
and x os all Occaſions? Or is it drowl' 
and aſleep in the midſt of Fire and Sword, 
of Snares and Dangers? A wakeful Con- 
ſcience is a ſign of vigorous Senſation; 
and that the Heart is tender; and ſuch 
an one truly cannot be ſo frequently over- 
taken with a Fault, as he whoſe Conſcience 
is ſecure ; he is not ſo eaſily drawn into 
Sin, as another Man, neither is his Caſe 
ſodubious as his, | | 
There is a vaſt Difference in this re- 
ſpect becwixt Peter and Jadas, two Apo- 
itles of the ſame Lord; both of them, tis 
true, did fin, and that very heinouſly too; 
for the one denied Chriſt, and the other 
betray'd him. But obſerve their Ends; 
Peter repented and wept bitterly, and was 
pardon'd and ſav'd. Judas repented, i. e. 
was exceedingly troubled for what he had 
done; but his Repentance run him into 
Deſpair, upon which he hang d himſelf, and 
went to his own Place. Thus a tender Con- 
{Cience is a certain Evidence of the Good- 
efs and Safety of our State. 
In the Jhird and laſt Place. A tender 
Conſcience will yield us Peace and Comfort 


iz Life and at Death, Such an one can, 


have nothing of Moment whereof to ac- 
Cue himſelf: He hath been fo careful and 
watch- 
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watchful over his Heart and Life, that as 
he - hath eſcap'd many Sins that others 
have fallen into, ſo hath he been treed 
from thoſe bitter Reflections, and cruel 
Horrors, that the moſt hard ned Sinner 
hath felt ſome time or another. And What 
hath been an Addition to his Comfort, he 
hath not had the fame need for Re- 
pentance as other Men. For tho' Re- 
pentance be a Duty, and mult be the 
daily Exerciſe of a Chriſtian, yet 
there are ſour Herbs in it, *tis a Mortifi- 
cation, and conſequently there is more 
Peace and Quietneſs in being delivered 
from the Occaſion of it. Now a tender 
Conſcience. will not ſuffer a Man to make 
much Work tor Repentance, but will keep 
him, as with 4 Bridle, that he offend not. 

When Troubles and Afflictions encom- 
paſs him about, he hath Peace within, 


yea he is able to glory in Tribulations, Our Rom 5.3, 
Rejcyciug, ſaith St. Paul, is this, the Teſti- 2Cor. 1. 
mony of our Conſcience, that in Simplicity “ 


and goaly Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, 
but by the Grace of God, we have had our 
Converſation in the World, When others 
are full of Fears and Perplexities, he tri- 
umphs and rejoyces, tho* poſſibly involv*d 
in tlie ſame Calamities, becauſe he knows 


he hath not willingly done any thing to 


bring him into theſe dangerous Circum- 
E 4 ſtances; 
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ſtances ; therefore will he wait por his 
God, notwithſtanding for the preſent he 
hideth his Face from him. The Conſidera- 


tion of the good Condition, in which his 


Conſcience 1s, affords him a continual 
Feaſt : He doth not experience thoſe Stings 
and Wounds which the Wicked do; his 
Conſcience rings not theſe Words in his 
Ears, Thou art the Man! Theſe are the 
Fruits of thine own Doings | Thine Ini- 

uities have brought theſe Evils upon 
thee | He is ſenſible indeed, that he hath 
deſerv'd all this, and a great deal worſe 
from the Hand of God; but the Teſtimo- 
ny of his Conſcience quiets him in the 
midſt of Storms without, and when the 
Clouds are thickeſt round about him, fo 
that the whole Land, as Egypt of old, is 
cover'd with Darkneſs, he dwells in Go- 


ſben, and enjoys a bright Serenity of 


Mind. Dnto the Upright there ariſeth 
Light in the Darkneſs. And again, Light is 


ſown for the Righteous, and Gladneſs for the 


upright in Heart. Tully in a conſolatory 
Epiſtle to his Friend Torquatus, recom. 
mends to him, and that from his own Ex- 
perience, a good Conſcience ; * © I con- 


* 


* Fpiſt. Lib. 6. Edit. Grut. p. 683. 
Fateor——Conſcientiam rettz voluntatis maximam 
Conſolationem eſſe rerum incommodarum, 
Nec eſſe ullum magnum malum, præter 
Culpam 


© tels, 
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© fefs, faith he, I never yet found any Re- 
© medy for all manner of Evils, like unto 
© it, which if thou canſt receive, is the 
© moſt ſovereign, and which I make uſe of 
daily, a Conſciouſneſs of a ſound and 
right Mind: This is the greateſt Com- 
fort in Adverſity; neither is there an 

© thing that deſerves the Name of Evil, 
© beſides Guilt. From which, if we be 
* clear, adds he, as we may know, and 
* we have done, all that we ought, we may 
© bear with Temper whatſoever comes to 
* paſs. To this may be ſubjoyn'd that of 
the Poet, 


—— —-Hic murus Ahenenas eſto, 
Nil conſcire ſibi „ 


A clear Conſcience is like a brazen Wall, 
* which ſtands firm and unſhaken in the 
midſt of greateſt Dangers. 

Theſe now by a common Conſent are 
ſome of thoſe bleſſed Effects, and happy 


Advantages of a tender and inoffenſive 


Conſcience, a good Man reaps in Lite. 
But when he comes to die, and finds he 
can no longer live in the World, but muſt 
appear to Judgment : O! then how com- 
fortable a Reflection is it, that he hath 
liv'd in all good Conſcience to that Hour; 


— 


— 


* Horace, 4 
an 
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and through Grace can 2ppcal with Heze- Tr 
La. 38. 3- ki4h, in the like Extremity. ; Remember, O Þ ſpa 


Y 


Lord, I beſeech thee, how ] have walked before ¶ aft 


thee in Truth, with a perfect Heart, aud ane 
have done that mhich is good in thy! fight. dre 
There will come a Day, when we muſt Lo 
lay down theſe earthly Houſes of this Ta- ver 
bernacle, that Day is haſtning apace, it ver 
may be nearer than we are aware of; how it \ 
fad will it be to have no Comfort at ſuch s 
an Hour! The above-nam'd Roman Ora- hat 
tor could ſay, < Death is terrible only def 


© to thoſe whoſe All dies with Life. Son, Þ uſu 
faith Abraham to the rich Man in Hell- ſur 


Torments, remember that thou in thy Life- dop 
time receivedſt thy good Things, and likewiſe out 
Lazarus evil Things; but nom he is comfort= | ſha 
and thou art tormeated, on hol 
We read, Be#lſbazzer's Countenance was II. 
chang'd, and he was. greatly troubled, not 
tho? enjoying the Diverſions of his Court, - loz; 
when he ſaw the Haud uriting on the Wall, ana 
As fearleſs and preſumptive as Men are in the 
a State of Health, yet when Sickneſs and deft 
Death makes its Approaches, and ſtares G00 
them in tlie Face; Conſcience, which St. 
they have brib'd heretofore, to give in a the 
falſe and flattering Teſtimony, then ſpeaks fort 
. Win fro: 
low 


* Hors terribilis ef is, quot um cum vità omnia exſtin- 
guuntur. Paraitx. ad Marc. Brut. f. 1279. Pa! 
* 
| I ruth, 
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Truth, and fills them with Rage and De- 
ſpair. But it doth not end with Lite, for 
after Death it follows them to Judgment, 
and with an inſupportable Amazement 
dreads the Revelation of the Day of the 


Lord. This is that Fire, which ſhall ne- 


ver be qazench'd, and that Worm which ne- 
ver dies: Tho? it be trampled upon, yet 
it will turn again. 

Tis otherwiſe with a good Man, who 
hath kept his Conſcience tender and un- 


defil'd; he hath Hope in his Death, and 


an dies calmly and in Peace. I am 
ſure, he dies happily, and waits for the A- 
doption, Viz. the Redemption of his Body 
out of the Priſon of the Grave, when he 


* ſhall lift up his Head with Joy, and be- 

hold the Judge his Advocate and Friend. 

I know, faith holy Job, (who was reſolv'd Job 19. 

not to ſuffer his Heart to reproach him, ſo nas 

$ 7 as he liv'd) that my Redeemer liveth, 6. 
an 


d that he ſhall ſtaud at the latter Day upon 
the Earth : And tho) after my Skin, Worms 


\ deſtroy this Body, yet in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee 
God. I heard a Voice from Heaven, faith Rev. 14. 
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P.27- 


St. John, ſaying uato me, Write, Bleſſed are 


the Dead which die in the Lord, from hence. 
forth, yea ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt 
from their Labours, and their Works do fol- 
tow them. A good Conſcience will accom- 


pany us into the other World, and make 


5 
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us ſtand in the Judgment ; from thence it 


will attend us, until we are put into the | 


Poſſeſſion of all that Glory, which God 
hath prepared for them that love him. 
If we did but firmly believe the Reſur- 


rection of the Dead, a Judgment-Day, | 
and a future State of Rewards and Pu- | 
niſhments, we ſhould not need much En- | 


treaty to labour after tender Conſciences; 
but the certain Perſwaſion of theſe great 


Truths, would oblige us to diſcharge ſuch 


a Conſcience , that we might be ſia- 


cere, and without Offence till the Day of | 


Chriſt. According to that of St. Paul, 
Acts 24. 15, 16. I have Hope towards God, 
that there ſhall be a Reſurrection of the Dead, 
both of the Juſt and Unjuſt. For this Cauſe 
(fo ſhould % r#7w 5, be rendred, with the 
Syriac and Arabick, propterea) do J exer- 
ciſe my ſelf to have always a Conſcience void 
of Offence towards God ana towards Men *, 
Upon the whole, I would hope, I had 
ſaid enough to engage you all ro endea- 
vour it. You ſee, of what Importance 
a tender Conſcience is in Life and at 
Dearh, it will ſecure a clear and inoffen- 
{ive Conſcience, a good and fafe one, and 
yeild you the trueſt Peace and Comtort 
at all Times, and in all Conditjons. 


— 


2 
— ———_— 


* Mede's Works, lib. 4. pag. 87 l. 
CH. 


by 


Te 
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Ten Rules propos d, and __ upon, for 
the getting and keeping a tender Conſcience. 


ROM a due Reflection on what 
hath been already advanc'd concer- 


ning the Nature of a tender Conſcience, 


and the many beneficial Advantages that 
do attend it, I make no queſtion but you 
are deſirous to know what Courſe to take, 
that you might obtain and preſerve ſuch 
a Conſcience, *Tis an Inquiry that de- 
ſerves our utmoſt Thoughts and Study, 
and will ſufficiently recompenſe us in the 
Concluſion for all our Labour and Pains 
in the getting it. Indeed the Task is ſome- 
What ificult, but yet it is a thing that is 
feaſible, and I am ſure, if your Endea- 
vours be crown'd with Succeſs, you will 
never repent the Trouble you have taken 
about it. 

This is now my preſent Buſineſs, being 
the third general Head in Order, viz. to 
give you 12 F Rules and Directions for 
the accompliſhing ſo uſeful a Deſigu. 

And in the firſt Place. If you will 
both get and keep a tender Conſcience; 
be careful to inform it aright out of the Word 
of God, its infallible Rule, and unerring 

| Guide. 
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Guide. An enlight'ned Conſcience will be 
ſure to do its Office, and ſmite us upon 
the Conviction of the leaſt Sin; but if it 
be either ignorant or erroneous, tis like 
a Glaſs ſullied with Duſt, or that is falſly 
fram'd, apt to lead us into a thouſand 
Abſurdities; ſuch Perſons, if they ſee at 
all, *tis thro' a falſe Light, therefore no 
wonder that they call Evil, Good; and 
Good, Evil; put Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet 
for Bitter; and ſo ſwim down the ſwift 
Stream of Ignorance and Error to their 
own Perdition. To prevent this fatal 
Miſtake, and that we might have our 
Conſcience quick of Senfation, the wiſeſt 
Courſe we can take, is to walk by Rule, 
not a Rule of our own ſetting up, which 
oft-times hath no better an Authority, 
than Cuſtom and Education, conſequent- 
ly is liable to great Miſtakes ; but the 
ule we are to govern our ſelves by, is 
the Lam and the 'l eftimony, Moſes and the 
Prophets, the Revealed Will of God, 
ſignified to us in the Holy Scriptures, 
which, as the Apoſtle ſaith, are profit able 
2 Tim. 3. for Doctrine, for Reprocf, for Correction, 
15 7. for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs; that the 
Man of God may be perfect, thruug hy furniſh- 
ed unto all good Works. If this Word be 4 
Pal. 119. Lamp unto our Feet, and a Light anto our 
Vale. Path; if in every Action we have an wy 
an 


1 X. 0 


Mw CPM 
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and Reſpet# unto the Commandment, as 
David had; then ſhall we not be aſhamed, 
but mate frais, Paths for our Feet, and 
enjoy the Bleſſing of a tender Conſcience, 
becauſe it will inſtruct us to diſcern be- 
tween Good and Evil, and direct us what 
to chuſe, and what to refuſe. 

It highly concerns us therefore, be. 
fore we enter upon any Action, to 
conſider, whether it be juſtifiable hy 
the Word of God. If we be ſerious in 


this Enquiry, and follow it with Prayer, 


we may expect ro be led into the Ways 
of Truth and Peace; the Meek will he guide 
in Judgment, and the Meek will he tearh his 
Way : Or if we ſhould chance to err, and 
be miſtaken in ſome ſmall Matters, yet 
we have Reaſon to hope, that our Con- 
ſciences will not be wanting to reprove 


and inform us better another Time. 
Wherewithal ſhall a young Man cleanſe his Plal. 119; 
Way? By taking heed thereto according to thy 9: 19, 11. 


Word. With my whole Heart have I ſought 
thee ; O let me not wander from thy Com- 
mandments. Thy Word have T hid in mine 
Heart, that I might not fin againſt thee. 
Theſe were ſome of the Pſalmiſt's Breath- 


iogs, and Practice, which he found ſuc- 


ceeded ſo well, that he is willing to re- 
commend them to Poſterity for their In- 


ſtruction and Comtort- But on the con- 
trary, 
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trary, it hath been obſerved, a neglect 
of conſulting theſe Oracles of Truth, ex- 
poſes Men to many dangerous Incon- 
veniences, that they may not at firſt be a- 
ware of, which in proceſs of Time will 
wofully miſlead, if not wholly ſilence Con- 


ſcience, that it ſhould not do its Office; 
for if the Light that is in us, be Darkneſs, | 
how great muſt that Darkneſs be? Had St. 


Paul's Conſcience been truly inform'd 


before his Converſion, in all probability 


he had never committed ſo many Outrages 


on the Perſons and Eſtates of thoſe, who | 
called on the Name of Jeſus; but, faith | 
1 Tim. 1. he, I did it ignorantly in Unbelief. And | 
5 had the Jews kzown the Wiſdom of God, 


a Cor. 2. they would not have crucified the Lord of 


Diſcharge of its Duty. 


Secondly, In order to get and preſerve | 


a tender Conſcience, labour after Sound- 
neſs and Conſtancy in the Faith and Pro- 
3 Cor.14. Felſion of the Goſpel. Even things without 


77 8 Life, giving Sound, whether Pipe or Harp, | 
to uſe the Apoſtle”s Similitude, except they | 
give a Diſtinction in their Sound, how ſhall it 


be known what is piped, or harped? For if 
the Trumpet give an uncertain Sound, who 


(ball 


Glory ; but St. Peter tells them, that thro* | 
Acts 3.17. Jenorance they did it, as did alſo their Rulers, | 
Knowledge, as it betters the Conſcience, | 
ſo doth it fit and diſpoſe it for a regular 


back, if not a total fallin 


Fee Dr. Barrow's Works, vo 2+ pag. 11. 
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ſhall prepare A to the Battle ? So likewiſe 
unleſs we underſtand in ſome meaſure the 
difference between true and talſe Doctrine, 
Orthodoxy and Hereſy, how 1s it poſſible, 
that Conſcience ſhould excuſe, or accuſe, 
{mite or hold its Peace, condemn or juſti- 
fy us? Hereticks and Apoſtates have in 
all Ages of the Church been found to be 
Men of reprobate Minds, and ſeared 
Conſciences : When once Faith comes to 
be corrupted, and there is a drawing 
away in Pro- 
feſſion and Practiſe, immediately Hardneſs 
of Heart, and Inſenſibility of Conſcience 
take Place; for it is a certain Truth, if 
Perſons cannot reconcile their Practiſe 
with their Principles, they will fit their 
Principles to their Practiſe; and fo in a 
little while believe nothing at all of the 
Rewards and Puniſhments of another 
World, leſt this ſhould diſturb them in 
their evil Courſe. © Hence a Man re- 
& ſolvedly wicked, cannot but be willing 
« to be an Infidel in his own Defence, for 
« his own Quiet and Eaſe ; Faith being a 
Companion very incommodious, in- 
c tolerably troubleſom to a bad Conſci- 


« ence *. Which is a plain Indication, 


— 


that if Men were but eſtabliſh'd in the 


Fun- 
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Fandamental Doctrines of the Chriſtian 
Religion, Conſcience would not fail of 
performang irs Offioe, but, as occaſion of- 

ters, be a faithful Monitor unto them. 
Hence we read of holding Faith and 1 good 

1 lim. 1. Conſcience ;, and of holding the Myftery of 
ig. Faith in a pure Conſcience. Theſe ave 
7 ” Twins, and with the moſt deſirable Har- 
mony anſwer each other; for upon our 

firm Belief of the Being of a God, the 
Avthority of the Scriptures, a Day of 
Judgment, Heaven and Hell, Conſcience 
would certainly ſpeak within us, and nor 

ceaſe diſcharging ts Duty an the Soul; 

but when Men make Shipwrack of Faith, 

and abandon even their very Profeſſion, 

no wonder that hey put away , and male 
$h1pwrack of a, good and tender Conſcience at 

the ſame Tune. Wherefore endeavour 

after Soundneſs un the Fauth, hold faft 

the Profeſſion of it without wavering, 

and Conſcience will be ſure to manage its 

Part without any Interruption'1n'the Soul. 
Thirdlz, Another Courſe I would ad- 

viſe you to, is the ſolemn Exerriſe of Re- 

pent ance for daily Tranforeſſions. This is a 

good and fate Rule, and ſtands attefted | 

by many Inſtances. Thus David never 
heard from his Conſcience in the Matter | 

of Uriahthe Hittite, until he confeſs d he | 

had ſinn'd againſt the Lord: Aut upon 


the 
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| the Acknowledgment of his Sin, he com- 

ains that his Boxes were broken, and that Pl. 51. 
he had loft the Toy of God's Salvation. Then 
Conſcience awoke, that had heen aſleep 
tor along while kaffee; and return'd to 
its former Senſibility, So it far'd with 
St. Peter's Hearers; they were prict d in As 2:37, 
their Heart ; i, e. their Conſcicnces tou- 
ched them to the quick, and immediately 
they cry out, Mex and Brethren, what 
ſoall we dof What Courſe ſhall we take 
to quiet theſe enraged Conſciences? Peter 
ſaith unto them, Repeat, aud be haptiæ d 
every one of you in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
for the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive 
the Gift of ile Holy Ghoſt, If we would 
but walk our Hearts with repenting 
Tears, and contels our Sius to God under 
a Senſe of that Wrath, which we have 
deſery'd, it would beget a mighty Ten- | 
derneſs in the Saul, and change the Voice | 
of Conſcigace within us. If we confeſs our 1 Johr 
Sius, he is faithful ang juſt to forgive Gr | 
Sins; and to cleanſe us from ell Vprighteouſ» © 


ate. Guilt unrepented of contracts Hard- | 


4 || 2&6, and therefore an hard, and an im. 
ber Penitcat Heart are join'd together. Lis 
rer ut a Dream to chink of enjoying a tender 

CTConſcience ſo long as we liye impenitently 


= in a fiatul Courſe. I ben, end beard, Jer. 8. 5. 
Po | Laich Gad, Bt by Gele not aright ; uo Men 
2 


repented 
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repented him of his Witkedneſs, ſaying , 
What have I done? Every one turned to his 
Courſe, as the Horſe ruſbeth into the Battle. 


Until we repent, Conſcience will either be 
ſilent, or elſe it will not ſpeak aright, 


wherefore let us live in the Exerciſe of 
daily Repentance for daily Sins, and this 
will keep our Hearts in a tender Frame. 
Fourthly, Be frequent in your Applications 
tothe Blood of Chriſt; which is the Laver of 


Regeneration, appointed to purge the Conſci- 


ence from dead Works. An evil Conſcience, to 
be ſure, can neither be a good, nor a tender 


Conſcience; now if we would have our 


Hearts deliver'd from an evil Conſcience, it 


Heb. IC. 
22. 


1 Ep. I. 2. 


muſt be by the Blood of Sprinkling. Hence 
the Sanctiſication of the Spirit, and the Sprink- 
ling of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, are joyn'd 
together by the Apoſtle Peter. This Blood 


ſprinkled upon us, cleanſes the Soul from 


Filth and Defilement, doth away all that 
Superfluity of Naughtineſs, and Garbage 
of Luſt, that pollutes the Mind, and 
{tops the Voice of Conſcience. You know, 
Water, when it is frozen, is at reſt, you 
may tread and walk upon it, and it yeilds 
not ; but when the Sun ariſes, and darts 
forth its warm Beams, it diffolves, and 


returns to its former Fluidity. The ſame 


Influence hath the Blood of Chriſt where- 


ever it is ſprinkled by Faith, it melts our 
| benumb'd 
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benumb'd and frozen Souls, delivers us 
from the Bondage of Sin, which hath 
kept Conſcience under in the Heart, and 
makes it ſpeak again to good purpoſe. 
This is the true and only CATHOLICON, 


1 

x; | to keep your Souls ſupple and tender, 

lis and if you will but frequently waſh them 

in the Fountain of Chriſt's Blood, they 

ns would be pure and clean; and fo rendred 

of capable of receiving m”_ the leaſt Im- 

. preſſion, and of making ſuitable Returns. 
to! Purge me with Hyſop, laith David, and I Pal. 51, 
er | ſhall be clean: Waſh me, and I ſhall be whi-” 
ar | ter than Snow; referring unto the Chriſti. 

it an Laver, of which the divers Waſhings 

ce under the Law were bur Types and Sha- 

k. | dows. Ihen will I teach Tranſgreſſors thy 9%. 4. 
Mays, and Sinners ſhall be converted unto thee, * 

1d Ftifthly, Set a ſtrict Watch and Guard up- 
mon your ſelves, Havea Care of what-ever 

at would obſtruct and hinder Conſcience in 

* doing of its Office; and let it never find 


id you in a lazy, idle Poſture, In the firſt 
Place, Keep thy Heart with all Diligence, 


of and then look to the ſeveral Approaches 
is | to it. See that your Senſes be well guard- 
ts | ed, and do not willingly ſuffer Luſt to 
id : enter in by them; made a Covenant 
e | with mine Eyes, ſaid Job; 1 will keep my 
>. Mouth with a Bridle, faith the Pſalmiſt; 
” Put away from thee a fromard Moath, ſaitli 
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the wiſe Man, and perverſe Lips far from 
thee; Let thine Eyes look right. on, and let 
thine Eje-lia's look ſtraight before thee ; pon- 
der the Path of thy Feet, and let all thy Ways 
be eſtabliſhed. Turn wot to the Right-hand, 


nor to the Left; remove thy Foot * Evil. 
It you aceuſtom your ſelves to this watch- 
ful Temper, Conſcience would no ſooner 
| ſpeak, but you would hear; It ever loves 
to act in that Man, where it meets with 
an obedient Heart. If David had not in- 
dulg'd himſelf in his Eaſe and N >, 
when he ſaw Barhſbeba waſhing her ſelf, 
as he was walking upon the Roof of 70 King 
Houſe, his Fall in all probability had been 
prevented. Conſcience, I am perſwaded, 
was not then ſilent, tho' he took no no- 
tice of it, thro” neglect in his Watch; 
but if he had been upon his Guard, and 
defended the Paſſages to his Soul, Luſt 
and Wickedncſs would not have found ſo 
eaſy an Admiſſion, neither had his Con- 
{cience been ſo long muzzled. Wherefore, 
3. be nt: be vigilant, ſaith the Apoſtle ; be. 
cauſe jour Ader = the Devil, 4s a roaring 
. Lyon, walketh a ſeeking whows he may 
| "I [Watch p44 1 ſaith our Savi- 
our to his own Diſciples, that you enter nat 
into Temptation. And what I ſay upto you, 
I jay nnto all, Watch. By this Means the 
Heart will be preſerv'd tender and 1 0 
Ut 
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but if, with the People of Laiſh, you are 
carelefs, quiet and fecure, do not wonder, 
tt Conſcience, God's Vice-gerent, pats you ' 
nat to ſhame in any thing. 

Sixthly, In order to get and keep ren» 


der Conſciences, frequently examine theme, Plal. 119. 


I thought o my Ways, and turazed my Feet: 
unto thy Teſtimonies. Self-. Examination 
will ſoon bring us into ſome good Tem- 
per; for this to the Heart, is like the 
Hammer to a Stone, which breaks it in 
Peices, and gives it a new Form. Such, 
who are Srangers at home, and ſeldom, 
if ever, look within, having generally 
very ſtrange Conſciences, they are either 
aſleep, or elſe ſpeak Lies unto them; and 
whether it be the one, or the other, *tis 
a deplorable State. Conſcience is a Book, 
= into the Soul by the Hands of God, 

ut if Men will not conſult and examine 
it, in a little Time the Book will be 
ſhut, and is uſually opened no more *till 
the laſt and final Judgment. It is the 


Pſalmiſt's Advice, Commune with your Heart Pal. 4. 4. 
upon your Bed, and be ftill, There is no- 


thing in the World makes a Man's Bed 
ſo ſoft, as a good Conſcience, and there 
is nothing that ſoftens the Conſcience ſo 
much, as a frequent looking into it. Some, 
I am apt to think, are atraid of putting 


this Direction in Practiſe, leait they | 
F 4. ſhould 
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ſhould fall into a Fit of Melancholy, and 
be fill'd with Sorrow and Sadneſs ; but 
how much better is it, to have Conſcience 
ſmite us a little here, if thereby we 
might prevent its burning Anguiſh for 
ever, than enjoy a quiet, becauſe ſtupid, 
Conſcience for a while, and be tormen- 
ted in Hell to Eternity 

Seventhly, Reverence and ſtand in Ame 
of your Conſciences. When they ſpeak, 
look upon it as the Voice of God with- 
in you. If they accuſe and condemn, 
don't ſeek for Evaſions to ſtifle, and put 
it by ; neither give it a rough and angry 
Anſwer. Do nothing contrary to the 
Dictates of your Conſciences, leſt they 
become inſenfible and ſtupid, and you be 
given up by God to a reprobate Senſe and 
vile Affections; but whatever thy Con- 
ſcience enjoins thee, that is commanded 
by the written Word, that do, and when 
it ſees you hearken unto it, it will di- 
rect you another Time. When Men en- 
tertain very ſlender Regards for their Con- 
ſcience, and look upon its judgment 
not worth the minding ; eſpecially when 
they arrive to {inning againſt Conſcience, 
Rebelling againſt the Light, then it com- 
monly lets them alone, or fills them with 
Rage and Deſpair. Of all Sins, thoſe com- 
mitted againſt Conſcience are the molt 


heinous, 
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heinous, and attended with the moſt dread- 
ful Conſequences ; they have had Paſhar's 
Fate, who have been guilty in this kind. 
* Magor-Miſſabib hath been their Name, 


the Lord hath made them a Terror to Jer.20.3; 


themſelves, and to all round about them; 
as may be exemplified in Cain, Judas and 
others. Surely if there be any Place. hot- 
ter than another in Hell, it is reſerved for 
ſuch Sinners; and tis but juſt, that they, 
who ſtop'd their Ears againſt Conſcience, 
who would have been their Friend on 
Earth, ſhould find him theit greateſt Tor- 
menter in the other World. Oh! Could 
you but hear the Confeſſions of thoſe 
damned Wretches above-nam'd, and un- 
derſtand the Language of their awak' ned 
Minds, how they curſe the Time, they 
refus'd to hearken to the ſtill Voice of a 
tender Conſcience, and a thouſand Times 
over, wiſh the Days blotted out of the 
Kalendar, in which they acted in open 
Defiance to the Charge of their practical 
Judgments. Could you hear theſe things, 
it Would make you of an Opinion, that 
it is no light matter to ſin againſt Conſci- 
ence, and that the only way to keep it 
7 is to reverence and ſtand in awe 
of it. 

In the Eighth Place. Be * to mind 
that which is your plain and unqueſtion- 


able 
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able Daty, the main Points of Religron, 
and that wherein the Vitals and Srbſftance of 
it conſiſts, the Love of God, aud the Love 
2 our MNVeigſbour. A conſcientious Pra- 
iſe of theſe neceſſary Duties will keep 


Conſcience right, and find it Work e- 


nough all the Days of our Life. And when 
ever you meet with Cafes of a more doubt- 
ful and queſtionable Nature, take this 
Method; in the firſt Place, lay aſide all 
Prejudice, Paſſions and Self- intereſt, which 
are apt to byaſs the Soul one way, and 
be impartial in your Inquiry. However 
when you have tried all manner of Ways 
to remove your Doubts and Scruples, be 
ſure to take the ſafeſt fide, that fide J 
mean, on which you may be certain, you 
ſhall not ſin. As for Inſtance, there are 
many Games and Recreations, whoſe 
Lawfulneſs may be queſtioned, and it is 
actually by a great many. Now, what 
ſhall a Man do in this Caſe? Shall he uſe, 
or forbear them? My Advice is, that it 
your Conſcience is not fully ſatisfied about 
their Lawfulneſs, but you are doubtful in 
the Matter, that you do not uſe them at 
all; for if you uſe them, *tis poſſible you 


may lin; nay he that doubteth, is ſelf-con- 


demn'd , according to the Apoltle, if he 
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allows himſelf in what he doubteth. But 
Tam ſure the abſtaining from the uſe of 
theſe Games, is no breach of a Divine 
Precept; conſequently no Sin. This is 
the ſafeſt Side, and he that walks by this 
Rule, ſhall keep his Conſcience tender, 
and be free from many a Gripe. 

Ninthly, Take heed that you diſturb 
not Conſcience in doing its Duty. The 
firſt Act of Conſcience is Syntereſis, the 
Knowledge of moral Principles planted in 
the Soul; its ſecond Act, is Syneideſis, or 
Conſciouſneſs of the Deed done; and from 
the Conjunction of theſe two acts, there 


is ſomething within every Man, that 


doth acquit or condema him, which is 
properly called Conſcience. Now be 
fure to give your Conſciences all the 
Liberty and Leiſure they deſire in forming 


this Proceſs. Firſt, It will examine Prin- 
| ciples, then arraign the Man, and know 


whether he be guilty, or innocent; an 
accordingly excuſe or accuſe him. But 
if you put Conſcience out of its Way, or 
recipitate and haſten it beyond its uſual 
Time, you take the directeſt Courſe to 
{poil your Conſciences, and render them 


_ uſeleſs, 


In the laſt Place. Make uſe of proper 
Means for the obtaining this End. Such as 
hearing the Word preach'd, and giving 
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due Attendance upon an affectionate 
Miniftry. The Goſpel is a Key to open 


Heb.4.12. Mens Hearts; yea the Word of God is quick 


and powerful, ſharper than any two-edged 
Sword, Now as * the Cauſe is, ſo will the 
Effect be; a quick and powerful Word, 
diſpens'd by a faithful Steward, will 
make a quick and a powerful Conſcience. 
This Sword, if it once pierceth the Heart, 
will foon make it tender and ſoft. Unto 
the Ordinance of hearing the Word add 


Exck. 11. fervent Prayer; beg of God, that he would 


19. 


{= a new Spirit within you. Remember 
im of his Covenant, and plead his Pro- 


Pal. 119. miſe, which runs on this wiſe, I will take 


133. 


the ſtony Heart out of their Fleſb, and will 
give them an Heart of Fleſh, And ſay with 


David, Order my Steps in thy Word, and let 


not any Iniquity have Dominion over me. 
Finally, Neglect not the Sacrament of the 


Lord's Supper, which is an Ordinance de- 


ſign'd to keep the Conſcience regular and 

caceable, but embrace all Opportunities 
or the Solemnizing of it, according to 
the Practiſe of the Primitive Chriftians, 
whoſe Hearts were as tender and undefiled 
as the Age in which they liv'd ; they con- 
tinued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtle's Doctrine 
and Fellowſhip, and in Breaking of Bread, 


n 
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and in Prayers. By a ſerious Attention Acts 2.42. 
to, and diligent Practiſe of, thefe few 


Rules I have laid down, I make no 
Queſtion, but by the Bleſſing of God, you 
will arrive to the Happinels of a tender 
Conſcience. ' 
Therefore to conclude this Part with 
the ingenious Confeſſion of that great 
Scholar, 70% Scaliger; Noſtra hec in lite- 
rarum ſtudiis Peregrinatio ſine ſuperna Luce 
miſerabilis quedam erratioeſt, We wrerch- 
edly rove 1n the dark, when we make not 
the Holy Scriptures, and the Spirit who 
indited them, our Rule and Guide. - 
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1 Corinthians x, 5. 
But with many of them God was not 


well pleaſed; for they were over- 


thrown in the Wilderneſs. 


| Aving mentioned, as my laſt Di- 

—j rzection for the getting and keep- 
ing a tender Conſcience, that we 
be diligent in the uſe of proper and 
inſtituted Means, eſpecially the facred 
Ordinances of the Goſpel, I thought 
fit by way ot Appendix to reſolve this 
ſerious Queſtion, ariſing very naturally 
from what is there hinted. And it is 
this. What muſt we do, what Courſe 
ſhall we take in receiving of Goſpel-Or- 
dinances, with a more particular refe- 


rence to the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 


per, 
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per, that God might be well pleaſed with us? 
For indeed it is a ſad Cafe, beyond Ex- 
preſſion, to enioy the outward Means of 


Salvation, to ſit under the hearing of the 


Word, and frequent the Table of the Lord, 
and yet at the fame Time not to perform 


one acceptable piece of Service to God, or 
1n the leaſt advantage our owa Souls. 


Three things I would propoſe, and en- 


force in the Beginning, to make way for 


2 more diſtin reſolving of the Caſe. 
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I. Be ſenſible of the Neceſſity of a due pl 26.8. 


Preparation for Gaſpel-Ordinances. I 


well weſh mine Hands in Innocenq, faith James 4 


David; ſo will 1 compaſs thine Altar, O Lord.. 


Dram uigh to God, ſaith the Apoſtle, and 
he will draw nigh to you ; cleanſe your Hands, 


| Je Sinners, and purify your Hearts ye double 


minded, Preparation is neceſſary for every 
Ordinance, whether it be Hearing, Sing- 
ing, or Praying; Holy Men of old did 
not come into the Divine Preſence, to 
hear from God, or offer up 'Sacrifices to 
him, without making uſe of ſome previ- 
ous Rites, as preparatory; theſe under 
the Law conſiſted in divers Waſhings, 
and caroal Ordinances, denoting the in- 
ward Purity of the Heart, Which Was 
more acceptable to God, than all the le- 
gal Cleanſing. Sauctif jour ſelves, ſaith 
Samuel to the Elders of Bethlehem, and 


Out 
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come with meto the Sacrifice, And the Text 
ſaith, he ſanctiſied Jeſſe and his Sons, and 

1 Sam-16. called them to the Sacrifice, We read of a 
5" Cleanſing according to fe Purification of 
the Sandtaany, bit yet if the Heart be but 

2 chron. prepared to = the Lord God of oar Fathers, 
391519, tho the former be wanting, the latter 
ſhall be accepted. 

. Now if a Plemn Preparation was ſo ne- 
ceſſary under the Law, certainly it is much 

more under the Goſpel, which requires a 

more ſpiritual Worſhip; and that eſpeci- 

ally too for the Solemnization of the 
Lord's Supper; for here the Great God 
condeſcends to converſe with Man in a 

more intimate and iar manner, than 

in any other Ordinance ; in them we ſee 

his Back-parts, but in this himſelt, i. e. his 

Son, evidently ſet forth, as crucified before 

our Eyes, Yea the Almighty vouchſafes 

to treat with us in a Covenant-Way, and 

is ready to make over and conſign himſelf, 

his Son, and Spirit, with all the Bleſſings 

of the Goſpel, to be ours in the neareſt 

and ſureſt Relations. And therefore we, 

who are engaging in Covenant-Work, 

are concerned more than ordinary to look 


to our Preparedneſs. For, 
' 1, We want it. There is an Unſuita- 


bleneſs in every one by Nature, tor ſuch 
Holy Communion, the very Imaginations 


of 


„ 
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of the Thoughts of our Hearts are evil; and Gen. 6. 5. 
the Heart of Man is deceitful above all Jer. 17.9. 


things, and deſperately wicked. Yea the 
molt perfect and ſincere Chriſtian hath 
Reaſon to think himſelf oblig'd to be 
careful, and perſevere in this Work, tor 
in the beſt of us there are ſtill many things 
wanting, luxuriant Luſts to be mortified, 
Temptations reſiſted, Graces exerciſed, 
Duties perform'd; fo that the oldeſt Com- 
municant is by no means to be excus'd 
from this actual Preparation. And it 
there was nothing elſe to recommend the 
frequent Participation of this Ordinance, 
it were ſufficient to remark the vaſt Bene- 
fit a ſerious Soul receives from a diligent 
and conſcientious Preparation. For ought L 
know, it is of more ule to preſerve, and en- 
creaſe the Power of Religion in our Hearts 
and Lives, than any other Practiſe whatſo- 
ever. By theſe things, it may be truly 


ſaid, ſerious Chriſtians live, and in all theſe 19.38.15, 


things is the Life of theig Spirit. 

2. The Ordinances 3 it. If we 
would receive any Benefit by Attendance 
upon them, it muſt be found in a way of ſu- 
table Preparedneſs. For as God will not be 
well pleas'd with us without it, ſo neither 
will our Souls be advantaged; and uſually 
according to our Preparations, ſo are our 
Receipts; he that takes molt pains with 

G his 
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his Heart, before he comes to pray, hear 


the Word, or receive the Sacrament, 


doth not only find Communion with God 
in them ſweeter, but his Communications 
from him much larger. The Spices and 
Ointments, which the good Women had 
prepared, and brought to the Sepulchre 
on the firſt Day of the Week, early in the 
Morning, for the Embalming the Body 
ot our Lord, gave them an Opportunity 
of hearing the glad Tidings of his Reſur- 
rection I Angels, which ſtood in ſhi- 
ning Garments, If we bring the Graces 
of the Spirit to the Table of the Lord, and 
the Spices thereof flow out, Chriſt will 
maniteft himſelf unto us. We ſhall find 
him, whom our Souls love, and experience 
the Truth of that Promiſe, Open thy Mouth 
wide, and I will fill it. 

3. Tis of dangerous Conſequence to 
neglect it. With ſuch God is not well plea- 
ſed; and can there be a more ſignificant 
Expreſſion of a miſerable Wretch? It * 
comprehends in it ſo much Horror and 
Dread, that the Apoſtle thought the very 
naming of it ſufficient to make rhe Corin- 
thians tear and tremble, and not dare to 
approach ſacred things without a due Pre- 
paration before, and Demeanour after. 
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A Man may be happy notwithſtanding 
the Frowns of his Fellaw-Creatures, and 
the ill Opinion of the Men of the World ; 
this in it ſelf can neither add to, nor take 
from his real and intrinſick Worth. But 
if once he loſes the Favour and Eſteem of 
God, if he be in no Reputation with his 
Maker, he is wretched and miſerable, 
tho' he may enjoy all worldly Bleſſings. 
Suppoſe God to be diſpleas'd, and what 
Comfort or Satisfaction can we take in 
the Affluence of earthly Goods? The Diſ- 
pleaſure of the Almighty carries along 
with it a Train of Miſeries, a Curſe in 
all our Enjoyments, a Curſe in Life, and 7 
Aa feartul Expectation of being accurſed 10 
for ever after Death, The murmuring, | 
luſtful Iraelites were overthropy in the 1 Cor, 11, 
Wilderneſs; and for this Cauſe, faith St. 3% 0 
Paul, many are weak and ſickly among you, 
aud many ſleep. Temporal Judgments oft- 


times follow ſuch bold Crimes: The Lord © i 
our God, faith David, made a Breach ups Chron. 
2 h a . / 6 . / 15. 12. 7 

on us, for that we ſought him not after the 
due arder, referring to the Inſtance of Vz- 0 
24. But if Judgments in this World do : 


not overtake Men, and they arc fuitered 
to proſper in their Hypocritical, ungodly 
Practiles, yet ſevereſt Wrath is reſerved 
for them, in rhe other State; the Lord ' 
will not ſpare him, but then the Anger of the | 
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Lord, and his Jealouſy ſhall ſmoke againſt him. 
II. Another thing that I would enforce in 
order to procure God's being wel! pleaſed with 
75, in the Participation of Holy Ordinances, 
is, that you would not be ſothful, but 
diligent, and in good earneſt in your pre- 
paratory Work, Some are apt to think, that 
there is no Neceſſity for ſuch ſolemn Pre- 
parations, God will accept of them not- 
Witliſtanding. Others imagine, that a 
common, ordinary Preparation is ſuffi- 
cient, and there is no need of ſo much Di- 
ligence, and Pains, and Labour, as I am 
ſpeaking of. I have this to reply, If they 
will be contented with a common ordina- 
ry Entertainment, then they may go on 
in their {light trivial Preparations; but if 
they expect and hope to ſpeed better, 
their Preparations muſt beaccordingly ; for 
the procuring of which no mean degrees 
of Diligence and Induſtry are to be exerted. 
Tis not an eaſy matter to furniſh and 
make ready a Gueſt-chamber, where the 
Lord will entertain his Diſciples with the 
Chriſtian Paſſeover ; much cleanſing and 
purifying Work is neceſſary here. But for 
your Encouragement, if you are hearty, 
and fincere, and do your utmoſt, the great 
and good God hath aſſured you, he will 
not be wanting to aſſiſt your Endeavours, 
aud help you againſt all your Iſirmities; he 
hath 
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hath ſaid, ask and ye ſhall receive, ſeek and 
ye ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be opened to you. 

III. Pray to him therefore, and im- 
plore his promiſed Aſſiſtance; for the Pre- 
paration of the Heart in Man, as well as Proy. 16. 
the Anſwer of the Tongue, is of the Lord. And“ 
here do not lean to your own Underſtand- 
ing, but be governed by the infallible 
Rule of Scripture, which will inform you, 
what you muſt do, and how to receive 
every Ordinance, fo as God might be 
well pleaſed. And yet when you have. 17. 
done all that is commanded, you are 10. 
to confeſs your ſelves uzprofitable Servants, 
and aſcribe all your Acceptableneſs not to 
any Works of your own, bur to the Merits 
and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt the Re- 
deemer. 

Thus having premis'd theſe three things, 
I ſhall anſwer the Caſe, What is to be 
done by us, that in receiving of Goſpel- 
Ordinances, eſpecially the Lord's Supper, 
God might be well pleas'd with us ? 

I. Inform your ſelves aright concernias the 
Nature of this Ordiuance, and the Ends for 
which it was inſtituted. If we are want- 
ing in this Matter, fo as either to be 1g- 
norant, or miſtaken in our Notions of 
the Sacrament, we give God the Sacrifice 
of Fools, and offer unto him an Abomina— 
tion, It behoves us then, before we ap- 
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proach the Table of the Lord, to have 
our Underſtandings well inform'd what 
this Ordinance means, and where- 
fore it was appointed, that we may not 
incur the Guilt of that Charge, our Sa- 


viour urges againſt the Samaritanes, Te 


John 4-22 worſhip ye know not what, 


In the Inſtitution of the Paſſeover Moſes 


ordain'd it for a Statute in Iſrael ; It ſhall 


come to paſs, when your Children ſhall ſay un- 


Exod. 12. ro jou, what mean you by this Service? That 
20,27. ye ſhall fay, It is the Sacrifice of the Lord's 


Paſſeover, who paſſed over the Houſes of the 
Children of Iſrael in Egypt, when he ſmote 
the Egyptians, and delivered our Houſes. 
Such as eatof the Paſſeover under the Law, 
and faw the Blood of the Lamb ſprinkled 
upon the Poſts of the Door, were carefully 
inſtructed by the Elders, in the Nature 
and Deſign of it; in like manner, ſuch as 
celebrate the Chriſtian Paſſeover, ſhould 
fully inform themſelves of what it meant, 
what is intended by the Bread and Wine 
in that Ordinance, and to what Purpoſes 
it ſerves in the Church of Chriſt? If we 
are negligent here, *tis- impoſſible to eat 
the Lord's Supper with any Acceptance to 
God, or Advantage to our felves, for 
that the Heart be without Kpowleage, is not 
good. | | 
As to the Nature of this Sacrament, 
| you 
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ou need only conſider the outward, viſi- 
le Signs, and the inward and ſpiritual 
Myſteries thereby ſignified. This is the 
general Nature of a Sacrament, and is 
clearly repreſented to us in thoſe two 
Chriſtian ones, Baptiſm, and the Lord's 
Supper. 

In Baptiſm, the outward Sign or Ele- 
ment is Water, the inward ad ſpiritual 
Myſtery, is the Blood of Chriſt, which 
doth as truly cleanſe the Soul from Sin, 
as Water doth the Body from Filth, In 
the Lord's Supper, the outward Elements 
or Signs, are Bread and Wine, our Savi- 
our took Bread, and gave Thanks; ſo alſo he 
took the Cup. This Bleſſing, and Praying 
over the Bread and Wine, 1s called the 
Conſecration of the Elements, or ſetting 
them apart from a common to a holy Uſe, 
But you mult not imagine, this Conſe- 
cration changes the Elements, as to their 
Subſtance, they remain Bread and Wine 
after it; the Change reſpects their Uſe, 
Office and Significatiog only, that what 
was before common, is now ſanctified 
and made Holy. 

The inward Myſtery, and {piritual 
Bleſſing, ſignified by theſe Elements, is 
Chriſt, repreſented as ſacrificed for us ; 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the Sins 
of the World, Saith he concerning the 
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Bread, This is my Body, which is broken for you; 
and of the Cup, this is the New Teſtament 
in my Blood; i. e.“ This ſignifies m 
« Body, and this repreſents my Blood, 
« and if you eat and drink by Faith, the 
« blefſed Fruits and Benefits that flow 
© from my Death, are conſign'd and made 
© over to you, and ſhall be your Portion 
« for ever. When therefore we approach 
this holy Table, we ſhould divert our 
Thoughts from grofs, material Concep- 
tions, that we reit notin the outward Ele- 
ments, ſenſitive Applications, looking no 
further, than the Bread and Wine; but 
the Eye of Faith ſhould be fix'd upon 
Chriit, who is ſignified in and by them, 
and thro? this Vail beliold a Saviour wound- 
ed, bruized, bleeding, dying forus. The 
Iſraelites, you know, did eat Manna, and 
drink of the Rock in the Wilderneſs, hey 
aid all eat the ſame ſpiritual Meat, and did 
all drink the ſame ſpiritual Drink, but they 
were carnal in their Apprehenſions, nei- 
ther ſaw, nor taſted Chriſt in them; yea 
they /uſted after evil Things, and were 
Idolaters, and committed Fornication, and 
abounded in all manner of Wickedneſs. 
Hence it was, that with zany of them God 
was not well pleas d. He will not accept a 
Service from our Hands, that is not atten- 
ded with Knowledge; to cat and drink 
at 
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at this holy Communion, and to be igno- 
rant of what it means, what is intended 
and ſignified by it, is not only to profane 
the Ordinance, but to render it uſeleſs, 
and of no Virtue to us. 

As to the Ends, for which this Sacra- 
ment was inſtituted, they are various and 
many. It was deſign'd to be a folemn Com- 
memoration of the Death and Paſſion of 
our Lord Jeſus, to keep it in Remem- 
brance, and in the Eye of the Church, 
till he come to Judgment. This do in 
Remembrance of me; and as often as ye eat \ Cor. ri. 
this Bread, and ariak this Cup, ye ao ſhem © 5 
the Lord's Death ®till he come. Tt was like- 
wiſe deſign'd to be a Seal of the New Co- 
venant, a Ratification of it in the Blood | 
of Chriſt. This Cup is the New Teſtament Ver. 25. 
in my Blood, It confirms the Bleſſings and 
Privileges of that Teſtament to a Believer; 
it gives him full Aſſurance that Divine 
Tuſlice is ſatisfied, Sin pardon'd, and the 
condemnatory Sentence of the Law can- 
cell'd, and taken out of the Way. 

This Ordinance was deſign'd alſo to be | 
a Badge of our holy Profeſſion, to let tlie | 
World fee, on whom we believe, and that 
we are not aſham'd of our Faith in a Cru. 
cified Jeſus, but reſolv'd to perſevere, and 
hold it faſt ro the End, depending upon | 
his Death and Merits for che — a 
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of all our Sins, Reconciliation with God, 
and Eternal Life. When we fit down at 
this Table, we feaſt upon a Sacrifice, 
giving Thanks to the Father for the un- 
ſpeakable Gift of his Son, renewing our Co 
venant with God, binding our ſelves afreſh 
to the Lord, promiſing that we will ſtand 
by our Baptiſmal Vow, and be ready at 
all times to enter into ſtricter Engagements 
to be his. 

Again, this Ordinance was deſign'd to 
ſtir up, excite, and encreaſe all the Graces 
of the Holy Spirit in us, ſuch as Repen. 
tance, Faith, Love, Hope, Joy, Thank- 
fulneſs, whilit we behold the evil of Sin, 
the infinite Love of God, in Chriſt, the 
Firmneſs of the Covenant of Grace, and 


the Greatneſs and certain Aſſurance ot 


the Mercies promiſed. As alſo it was 
inſtituted to be a Token of the Unity of the 
Church, to advance brotherly Love, and 
procure Peace among 
that Body, of which Chrilt is the Head, 
ſince it is a Feaſt of Love, a Remembrance 
of the greateſt Love that ever was ma- 
nifeſted. 

Theſe are the principal Ends and De- 
ſigns of the Inſtitution of this Sacrament 
of the Supper. They are great and glo- 


rious, worthy of God to tet before us, 


"Tis 


and of Man to have in his View. 


the Members of! 


henſi 


and 
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*Tis now your Buſineſs, that intend 
to be Communicants at this Feaſt, to 


examine and inquire into your Know- ]. 


ledge, otherwiſe you cannot diſcern the 
Lord's Body, but conſequently muſt eat and 
drink unworthily, and ſuch as do fo, the 


Apoſtle faith, are guilty of the Body and Ver. 27, 


Blood of the Lord, nay eat and arink Dam- "9% 


nation to themſelves, Endeavour then to 
inform your ſelves aright in the Nature 


of this Ordinance, and the Ends of its In- 


ſtitution, and ſo eat of that Bread, and 

arink of that Cap. By this means you 

will be enabled to offer an acceptable Ser- 

vice, God will be well pleaſed with you, and 
our Souls be edified and comforted. 

*Tis ſtrange to obſerve, for what Ends 
and Deſigns ſome come to this Table. Se- 
veral, I am afraid, have no Ends at all in 
their View, but Cuſtom and Education 
meerly put them upon ſuch Pertormances ; 


Others, it they have any Ends to ferve, 


are fo ſecular and carnal in their Appre- 
henſions, that they abuſe the Ordinance, 


and highly provoke God in ſo coming. 


One perhaps frequents the Communion, 
to appear good, and to be thought better 
than he is; Another doth it, to be a Cloke 
tor ſome bad Deſign, and cover over an 
intended Wickedneſs with a fair Outſide. 
But when you come to this holy Comma- 

nion, 


. —— — 
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nion, propoſe to your ſelves ſuch Ends as || a ra 
theſe, the Mortification and Death of Sin, | poſſ 
the Growth and Encreaſe of Grace, your Jof < 
Improvement in the Work of the Lord, | and 
clearer Evidence of a ſpecial Intereſt in the | fires 
Love of God, and greater Conſolation and be {: 
Joy in Chriſt. Say thus to thy Soul, | the 
Come, I will go and eat the Lord's Paſſe- the 
* over in Remembrance of him, of his | pref 
* dolorous Agonies, his bloody Paſſion, not 
© his accurſed Death, humbly owning my ] verſ 
© Relation to him, as his Diſciple and of t 
Member, faithfully covenanting with | And 
Luke 1: © God, that I will ſerve him without Fear, time 
7 75. © in Holineſs and Rig hteonſneſs before him all verti 
© the Days of my Life. it W. 
II. If you would have God well-pleaſed tion 
with you, in the Participation of this Holy poſe: 
Ordinance, then ſee to it, that you be in a Life 
reaewed, converted State, Tis a wrong our 
Notion that ſome Men imbrace concern- I Grace 
ing the Sacrament of the Supper, when || © as 
they repreſent it as a converting Ordi- I © live 
nance. How far God may be pleas'd to || © anc 
bleſs this Ordinance to the Spectators who | one 
come, or to ſome Hypocrites, who com- I Frie: 
municate, I will not determine. There have 
is an Awfulneſs and Solemaity in the Or- I feaſt 
dinance it ſelf; the View of the Sufferings [t 
of a Redcemer in the Broken Elements, || ther 
what a Death it coſt him, and at how dear and 
| a 
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a rate he purchaſed our Redemption, *tis 
poſſible ſuch a Sight may affect the Hearts 
of Sinners, awaken the Paſſions of Fear 
and Hope, and put them upon ſome De- 
fires and Inquiries, what they ſhall do to 
be ſav'd? Solikewiſe the Conſideration of 
the Love of Chriſt there repreſented to 
the Lite, may make the firſt ſaving Im- 
preſſion upon the Soul. But {till this is 
not the uſual and ordinary Means of Con- 
verſion, that being proper to the Hearing 
of the Word; Faith cometh by Hearing, 
And tho? as to the Event, it hath ſome- 
times happen'd, that Souls have been con- 
verted by it; yet it will not follow, that 
it was the Deſign of Chriſt in the Inſtitu- 
tion; but rather on the contrary, it ſup- 
poſes the Truth of Grace in the Heart, 
Life in the Man, ſince it is appointed for 
our ſpiritual Nouriſhment and Growth in 
Grace. Sacramental Bread and Wine, 
das one expreſſes it, is not given to en- 
© liven a Soul that is dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins, but to nouriſh and ſtrengthen 
one that is alive. They are only the 
Friends and Followers of the Lamb, thut 
have a Rig ht to eat at this Altar, and to be 
feaſted at his Table. 

It matters not one way or other, whe- 
ther 7444s was preſent at the Inſtitution, 
and did actually participate; becaule this, 

no 
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no more than many other Circumſtances 
attending the firlt Inſtitution, were never 
deſign'd for our Example and Practice, 
but only fuch, which the Apoſtle delivered 
to the Charches, having firft received of the 
Loxd, among which this is one, Let 4 
Man examine himſelf, and jo let him eat of 
the Bread, and adriuk of that Cup. Beſides 
our Lord knew the Wickedneſs of Judas's 
Heart, that he had a Devil, and intended 
to betray him; and therefore why might 
he not ſuffer him (if it be true that he did 
communicate with the Eleven) to ſit down 
with him to increaſe his Guilt, and ag- 
gravate his Torment * ? 

This is then a certain Truth, that ex- 
cept we be converted and changed, we 
cannot be worthy Guelts to the Maſter of 
the Feaſt. It we come to it without the 
Wedding Garment of Sanctification and Ho- 
lineſs, the Rug will ſay, Friend, how cameſt 
thou in bither * And we ſhall be ſpeechleſs, 
Every thing at this Feait is holy, che Ma- 
{ter of the Fealt is exprelly called the Holy 
One, who did no Sin, neither was Gaile 
found ia his Mouth : The Proviſions are 
holy, *tis a holy Table, ſeparated from a 
common to a ſacred Ule: In like manner 


— — — — r 
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the Communicants ſhould be a Holy Peo. 
ple, Holineſs to the Lord ought to be 
written upon the Tables of their Hearts, 
and the Actions of their Lives. St. Paul 


preſſes this Matter very cloſely upon 2 Cot. 6, 
the Corinthians, What Fellowſbip hath Righ- 4 


teouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs? And what 
Communion hath Light with Darkneſs? And 
what Concord hath Chriſt with Belial? It was 


God's expreſs Command, 2 Stranger un- pet. 44. 


circumciſed in Heart, nor uncircumciſed in 9. 
Fleſh, ſhall enter into my Santtuary, of a 

Stranger that is among the Children o fſrael 
If you conſult the foregoing Verſes, you 
will find a heavy Charge upon this ac- 
count, Thus ſaith the Lord God, O ye Houſe 
of Iſrael, let it ſuffice you of all your Abomi- 
nations, in that ye have brought into my 
Santtuary, Strangers uncircumciſed in Heart, 
and uncircumciſed in Fleſh, to be in may 
Sanctuary to pollute it. This is but Typical 
of Goſpel-times, the Chriſtian Church, 
the true Tabernacle, which the Lord pitched 
and not Man; and if ſo much Purity was 
then required of the Worſhipers, aot 4 
Stranger that was uncircumciſed to come into 
it, leaſt he pollute it; ſurely we cannot 
think God to be well pleas'd with us in 
our Participations, without real Holineſs, 
unleſs we be born of the Spirit, as well as 
of Mater, and have put on the New Man. 


With 
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With what Satisfaction of Mind can 
any come to the Sacrament, that are yet in 
their Sins, and have not experienced the 
New Birth? How can dead Souls eat of 
this living Bread, and drink of this living 
o. Water? The Cup of Bleſſing, which we bleſs, 
: is it not the Communion of the Blood of 
Chriſt ? The Bread which we break, is it not 
the Communion of the Body of Chriſt? We 
come to feed on a Holy Jeſus, but how 
unworthily muſt he do it, that hath not a 
Holy Heart? *Tis impoſſible for Fleſh and 
Blood, in a natural Senſe, to inherit the 
Kingdom of God ; This corruptible muſt cc 
put on Incorruption, and this mortal muſt 
ut oz Immortality, before it can enter into 
the Celeſtial Abodes, and we fit down at 
the laſt Supper of the Lamb; 'tis as im- 
poſſible for Fleſh and Blood in a moral 
Senſe, to be taken into the Fellowſhip of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt here on Earth; 
John 3. 3. Except a Man be horn again, be cannot ſee the 
| Kingdom of God. God hearethnot Sinners, 
| neither will he accept a Sacrifice from 
their Hands; notwithſtanding ſuch eat 
and drink in his Preſence, as well as hear 
bum teaching in their Streets; he will pro- 
Luke 13. feſs unto them, I know you not, whence you 
2 * are, aepart from me all ye Workers of Ini- 
quity, Let it then be the Matter of your 


Search and Inquiry, as you tender the 
Favour 
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Favour of God, and the Advantage of 
your own Souls in this Ordinance, whe- 
ther you are ina State of Lite, or Death, 
whether you are Regenerated and New- 
born, or elſe in the ſame Condition, in 
which you came into the World ? Sound 
your Hearts, ſift your Lives, and know 
truly how it is with you, e're you ap- 
proach this Holy Table. Here 1 might 
lay before you ſeveral Marks and Cha- 
racters of Converſion. Briefly, to propoſe 
a Few. | 

Have you been ſpiritually enlighten- 
«ed to ſee the Depravity of your Nature, 
the Wickedneſs of your Heart, and the 
« Sinfulneſs of your Life? Have you 
„ had your Souls touch'd and affected 
« with godly Sorrow, and true Remorſe 


e for your Sins? Have you been brought 


c to ſee the abſolute need of Chriſt, and 
&« deliberately and ſolemnly given up 
« your 4elf to him, to be pardon'd thro” 
his Merits, fav'd by his Death, and 
« ſanctified by his Spirit? Do you labour 
« to mortity inward Luſt, and purity 
* your ſelves from ſecret Sins? Are you 
« {uch, in whoſe Hearts the Intereſt of God 
“ prevails above the Interelt of the World, 
« orthe Fleſh? Is it your Ambition and 
« Endeavour to be Holy in all manner of 
« Converſation ? And do you live in nou 
H «© 
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&* of Picty and Devotion towards God; of 


* Righteouſneſs and Jultice towards Man, f 
of Sobriety and Temperance in the Go- 
vernment of your ſelf? Finally, do 
you conſent to, and own the Cove- k 
* nant you entred into in your Bap- u 
* tiſm? If upon Examination and Trial 8 
you find the Truth of theſe things in your 7 
Hearts and Lives, you may conclude, p 
you are in a renewed, converted State; 1 
and ſo have a Right to this Holy Com- 
munion, unto which, when you come in tl 
à due and orderly Manner, God will be 
well pleas'd with you; the Maſter of the b 
Feait will bid you welcome, and your 
own Souls reap much Good and Comfort 4 
therein. 7 
III. Be ſure to keep your ſelf from all F 
notorious Acts of Wickedneſs, and from the 5 
Allowance of any, tho* the leaſt Sin in | 
Heart er Life. It was David's Aſſertion, S 
Pal. 66. Tf I regard Iniquity in my Heart, the Lord Uh 
19 will not hear me. And God faith by his 5 
Prophet to the People of the Jews, When J 
Ila. 1. 15, you ſpread forth your Hands, I will hide 4 
mine Eyes from you ; yea when you make * 
many Prayers, I will not hear; and why? 8 
For your Hands are full of Blood, Iniquity "is 
allowed of in the Heart, and groſs Sins * 
committed in the Life, do neceſſarily in- th 
capacitate us for Communion with God 80 


In 
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in his Ordinances; and therefore the / 
raelites were commanded to ſearch the 
Houſe for Leavened Bread, and if there 

were any to be found, to calt it away, 
before they could eat the Paſſeover. To 

this the Apoitle refers, in that Exhor- 
tation, Let us keep the Feaſt, not with old 1 822 
Lea ven, neither with the Leaven of Malice 

and Mictedneſs, but with the Unleavened 
Bread of Sincerity and Truth. 

Take heed, and beware then, that 
there be no Uncleanneſs found upon you, 
who are to be the Gueſts at this Table; 
regard not Iniquity in your Heart, nor 
practiſe it in your Life; but waſh hon, 
make you clean, put away the Evil of your 
Doings from before the Eyes of the pure and 
Holy God; ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do 
well; and then come, and remember the 
greateſt Love that ever was, and renew 
your Coyenant with God. There is no 
viſible Bar to the Table of the Lord, but 
wiltul, open Tranſgreſſions; tho' ſome 
Sins are more directly contrary in their 


own Nature to this Communion, than 


others, ſuch as Malice, Revenge, Hypo- 
criſy, and the like; yet every Sin, fo 


long as it is allowed and unrepented of, 


is a ſufficient Reaſon for the Denial of 
this Sacrament, eſpecially when it grows 
Scandalous, and is of a long Standing. 

H 2 However 
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However here is Encouragement for ſuch 
as have been at the Lord's Table, and 
afterwards fallen into Sin; or for ſuch, 
as never came, who have liv'd in Sin, if 
you are made ſenſible of your Folly, 
humble for it, and reſolve by the Grace of 
God to reform, never abſent your ſelf, 
becauſe you are Sinners, but come to the 
Supper with Brokenneſs of Heart, and 
flaming Aﬀections of Love, God then will 
be well plead, and you ſhall find, that the 
-Fleſh oi Chrilt, is Meat indeed, and his 
Blood Drink iudecd. 

IV. Come to Geſpel-Ordinauces with a wil- 
ling Mind. We read under the Law, Whoſc- 
ever is of a willing Heart, let him bring an 
Offeriao unto the Lord; and 'tis faid, they 
came lo Men and Nomen, as many as were 
willing hearted. Theſe Offerings were for 
the Service and beautifying of the Taber- 
nacle in the Wilderneſs, none of which 
were accepted, but ſuch as proceeded 
from à perfect Heart and a willing Mind, as 
David commanded his Son Solomon after- 
wards in his dying Charge, and made up 
one ſpecial Part of his Thankſgiving, Who 
am I, and what is my People, that we ſhould 


be able to offer ſo willingly after this Sort? The 


Heart is ever God's due: My Son, give me 


thize Heart, is a moſt facred Injunction, 


and a Royal Prerogative ; its principal 
Faculty 
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Facutly is the Will and Affections, which 
if we deny him, we are not only guilty 
of the higheſt Sacrilege, but keep back 
that very Ingredient, which next to Faith 
in the Merits of Chriſt, can make our Sa- 
crifices acceptable unto him. Do you 
think that the great God under the Go- 
ſpel is to be worſhip'd and ſerv'd in a lefs 
reaſonable manner, than he was under 
the Law ? Doth this new Diſpenſation of 
the Covenant of Grace deltroy the Free- 
dom of the Will, or give Encouragement 
to any Duty, that is the Effect of a fleſhly 
Conſtraint, and doth not flow from a 
willing Mind and a hearty Conſent? The. 
whole Chriſtian Aerrr p, the Dedication 
ofour ſelves to God, is call'd our reaſanabie Nom. ts. 
Service; and what is this reaſonable Ser- 
vice, but Homage and Worſhip, which is 
the Product of an underſtanding Mind, 
and a willing Heart? If our Servants at- 
ter the Fleſh are to do us Service with good 
Will, as to the Lord, and not to Menu; ſurely 
| the Servants of the Great God, as we all 
of us are, ſhould think our ſelves oblig'd 
to give him ſuch a Service in the highelt 
Periection of Liberty and Freedom; my 
meaning is, that when we come to wor- 
ſhip God in any Part of our Duty, efpeci- 
ally at his 'Lable, ſuch Octerings thould be 
the Reſult of an enlighrned Mind, a Soul 
H 3 ienlible 
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ſenſible of its Duty, and a ſincere Deſire 
and Reſolution, by Divine Aſſiſtance, to 
engage in it. And to encourage you here- 
in, 1 may apply the Words of the Apoſtle, 
that are primarily ſpoken of charitable 
Contributions, unto every Part of Goſpel- 
worſhip; If there be firſt a willing Mind, it 
is accepted, according to that a Man hath, and 
not. according to that he hath not. There 
are a great many Deficiencies in the beſt 
of us, we do not come up to the Strictneſs 
of the Divine Precept in any of our Obla-» 
tions, but yet if there be a willing Mind, 
as for Inſtance, if we be ſincerely de- 
firous to wait upon God at his Table, in 
obedience to his Command, and from a 
juit Senſe of our Dependance upon him 
for all Supplies of Grace and Strength, 
ſuch a Service, ſuch an Offering, ſuch a 
Dedication, ſhall be accepted, notwith- 
itanding there be many Detects and Im- 
perfections. 

A ſincere Heart, and a willing Mind is 
the principal thing God and Chriſt expects 
and looks for in this Ordinance, Ihen the 
People rejoyced, for that they offered willingly, 
becauſe with perfect Hearts they offered wil- 
lingly to the Lord; And David the King al- 
lo rejoyced with great Joy. There will be 
Joy in Heaven and Earth this day, if we 
Willingly offer our ſelves to the Lord. The 


Quan- 
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Quantity of our Sacrifices is not ſo much 
regarded, as the Quality. he Offerings 
that were brought for the Service of tlie 
Tabernacle, were not all of a Piece, ſome 
offered Silver, others Braſs, ſome gave I ood, 
others what they had ſpun with their Hands, 
but none came, but they, whoſe Heart ſtir- 
red them up, and whoſe Spirit made them wil. 
ling : So now tis probable, ſome of you 
are ready to come to the Lord's Table 
with great Enlargedneſs of Heart, vait 
Experiences of the Love of God in Chriſt, 


I wiſh it were the Caſe of every Commu- 


nicant: But for the Encouragement of 
thoſe who have not arriv*d to this Perfecti- 
on, who labour under inward Oppreſſion, 
and have many Conflicts to encounter, and 
Difficulties to grapple with, whoſe ſpiri- 
tual Conſtitution is dark and cloudy, not 
like the Blue and Purple, and Scarlet aud 
fine Linnen under the Law, but they have 
only Goats Hair and Badgers dias, to offer 
to the Lord; yet if you come willing-Hear- 
ted, even theſe ſhall be accepted, for Goa 
loveth a chearful Giver. If you be willing 
and obedient, tho? you have no Money, 
no Gold, nor Silver, yet ſhall ye eat of 
the goodly Fruits of the promiſed Land; 
I ſat down under his Shadow with great De- 
light, ſaid the Spouſe, which denotes full 
Contentation and Willingnets of Mind, 
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and his Fruit was ſweet unto my Taſte, 
V. When you come to the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Supper, be ſure to carry this 
Thought along with you, viz. That you 
come to renew your Baptiſmal Covenant with 
God, In every Ordinance of the Goſpel 
there is a tacit covenanting with God: 
Thus when we pray to him, we promiſe 
at the ſame time, God enabling us, that 
we will live our Prayers; or elſe it is but 
mere Babling, and a Mocking of him. 
When we hear the Word preach'd, and 
fit before the Lord, as his People ſit, and yet 
reſolve not to obey and do it, we are but 
Hypocrites, like thoſe in the Prophet, 
Who with their Mouth ſhem'd much Love, but 
their Hearts went after their Covetouſneſs. 
When we ſing the Praiſes of God, it is 
with the Spirit, and with the Underſtanding 
alſo; by which we engage our ſelves a- 
freſh unto the Lord, or elſe we are become 
as a founding Braſs, or 4 tinkliag Cymbal, 
we. make no Melody iz the Ears of the 
Lord of Sabagth. But in our Approaches 
to the Holy Communion, there 1s a more 
eXplicir Act of Covenanting. God him- 
ſelf condeiſcends to confirm and eſtabliſh 
the Hearts of his People in the Belief of 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel, by the Death 
and Sacrifice of his Son, at that Ordinance. 
in Chriſt our Sacrifice we may read Re- 
| miſſion 


the Lord's Supper. 


miſſion of Sin, a Propitiation for us, eter- 
nal Life, and a gracious Acceptance with 
the Father. His Language to every belie- 
ving Soul, to every worthy Communi- 
cant, is after this ſort : * I am now recon- 
* ciled, and at Peace with you: Tho? you 


deeply revolted, yet I have healed your 
Backſlidings, I will love you freely, I 
will have Mercy upon you, and be your 
God, yea I am married unto you. If 
you will not believe me in theſe Declara- 


call my Veracity in Queſtion, when you 
behold the Sacrifice that T have provided 
for my ſelf. Look and ſee what my own 
Son, one in whom TI was ever well-plea- 
ſed, hath done and ſuffer'd on your Ac- 
count. I give you his broken Body and 
Blood in an Ordinance, to eat and drink 
of. I ſpread him as a Lamb ſacrific'd 
in your very ſight, that you might per- 
ceive Juſtice is ſatisfied, and I am recon- 
ciled. This is what God hath done for 
the removing our Doubts, and confirming 
our Hopes in the Promiſes of the Goſpel- 
Covenant. 

And now, when we ſit down at this 
Ordinance, we on our part covenant and 
engage our felves to be the Lord's. By 
Eating and Drinking of this Sacrifice of 
God's 
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were once Enemies and afar off, having 


tions of Friendſhip, yet ſure you cannot 
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Of Right Receiving 
God's own preparing, we enter into a 
Truce of Friendſhip with the moſt High, 


ratify and confirm all our former Cove- 


nant-Engagements, and declare, that we 
have no other God but Jehovah, Father, 
Son, and Spirit. The Language of a gra- 
cious Soul is in this manner; Lord 
ſince thou haſt teſtified by the Sacrifice 
of thy Son, the Truth of all thy Word 
© and Promiſes, I do in my own Perſon 
not only believe, but alſo give up my 
« ſelf to thee, covenanting to be the 
© Lord's, and that by this very AR of 
< Fating and Drinking in thy Preſence. 
Which among the Eaſtern Nations was the 
uſual way of ratifying Covenants. They 


were wont to confirm them by the ſolemn 


Offering up of Sacrifices, and Feaſting ro- 
gether. Sce this Argument incomparably 
illuſtrated and proved by the Learned and 
Judicious Med, nus Works, in Fol. pag. 
370, 371. * Bp. Fatrick in his Menſa . 


ftica, and Notes upon thoſe Places referr'd 


to, in Geneſis and Exodus, Mr. Charnock 
on the Lord's Supper, Dr. Manton in a 
Sermon on P/al.5o.5. Vol. 4. and many 
others. As between JI/aac and Abimelech, 
Gen. 26. 28, 30. Between Jacob and La- 


ban, Gen. 31. 44, 45. Who ratified the 
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* Dr, Cudworth's Notion of the Lord's Supper. 
Cove- 


the Lord's Supper. 


Covenant of their Friendſhip by Sacrifice, 
and did feaſt together. According to this 
Senſe muſt we underſtand thoſe Words, 
Gather my Saints unto me, thoſe that have 
made a Covenant with me by Sacrifice, And 
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again, Unto the Wicked God ſaith, What Pal. 50. 5, 


haſt thou to do to declare my Statutes, or that * 


thou ſhouldeſt take my Covenant in thy Mouth? 
We have as ſure a Teitimony for this, as 
can be deſired, in the Moſaick Hiſtory of 


the Iſraelites, where a Covenant is men- Exod 24-7 


tioned, and this Covenant wrote in a 
Book, and read to the People, who there- 
in heard the Terms God propos'd ; and to 
theſe the People anſwer, All that the Lord 
hath ſaid will we do, and be obedient : Upon 
which Moſes took the Blood of the Sacri- 
fices, which were offer'd on the Altar, 
mentioned in ver. 5. and ſprinkled it apo 
the People, and ſaid, Behold the Blood of the 


Covenants. Then the Glory appear'd to the ver. 10, 
Elders of Iſrael, the Repreſentatives of the 11. 


People ; They ſaw God, and did eat and 
arink. | X 
Thus is there a Sacrifice of Burnt-Of. 
fering and Peace-Offering provided for us 
in the Goſpel, even our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who in the Days of his Fleſh made his Soul 
an Offering for Sia: And this Sacrifice is 
exhibited to us in the Sacrament of the 
Supper, the Blood oi which, repreſented 
| in 
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Of Right Receiving 
in the Wine, is the Blood of the Everlaſting 
Covenant, and by eating and drinking at 
his Table, we covenant afreſh, and con- 
firm our former Engagements to God. 
This is the true and molt adæquate Noti- 
on we can have of this Ordinance ; *Tis 4 
Feaſt upon a Sacrifice ; by our participating 
thereof, we enter into a Covenant ot 
Friendſhip with God, devote our ſelves to 
the Lord; and at the ſame time the Great 
God condeſcends to own himſelf to be at 
Peace and Amity with his Creatures, 


| Now if we approach this Table under 


ſuch an Apprehenſion, and are ſincere, and 
reſolve to be ſtedfaſt in our Covenant, who 
can doubt but God will be well pleaſed 
with us? That what is thus bound and 
ſealed on Earth, ihall be bound and ratifi- 


ed in Heaven, 
VI. When you come to partake of Ho- 


ly Ordinances, /ee that you have a ſpiritual 


Appetite and Reliſh of them. If as aew-born 
Babes you defire the ſincere Milk of the Word, 
that you may gro thereby, then ſhall you taſt 
that the Lord is gracious, David could fay, 
As the Hart panteth after the Water-brooks, 


Prat. 42. jo panteth my Soul after thee, O God; My 


4 


Soul thirſteth for God, for the living God, 
when ſhall I come and appear before God * 
Theſe were the devout Breathings of that 


good Man in his Baniſhment, * 
| _ elſe- 


er 


the Lord's Supper. 


elſewhere expreſſes in as Pathetical a man- 
ner, My Soul thirſteth for thee, my Fleſh 
long et for thee in a dry and thirſty Land, 
where uo Nat is, to fee thy Power and thy 
Glory, ſ ade ſcen thee in the Sanctua- 


7). Upon the Proſpect of ſuch a Sight, 
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tho* at a Diſtance, he cries out, My Soul Pal. 63, 
then ſhall be ſatisfied as with Marrow and Fat- *. 27 8. 


neſs, and my Mouth ſhall praiſe thee with 
Joyful Lips. David was a Man of an ex- 
cellent Spirit, he had a raiſed Deſire, a 
ſharp Appetite after God in his Ordinan— 
ces, which yielded hum the trueſt Reliſh, 
and the moſt ſeuſible Enjoyment, when 
his Captivity was turned back, and he 
reſtor'd to the City and Houſe of God. 
And indeed unleis we have this ſpiritual 
Appetite, which diſcovers its {elf in Hu- 
gring and thirſting after Chriſt, and his 
Righteouſneſs, we {hall never be fill'd with 
the Comforts that are to be found in Go- 
ſpel-Ordinances. An earthly, ſenſual, car- 
nal Man, that licks up the Duſt, and is 
bowed down to the Ground, cannor find 
any Pleaſure, Satisfaction, or Delight in 


Holy Duties; and why? becauſe he hath 


no Deſire, no Appetite, nor Liking to 
them. Such ſay, I. is vain to ſerve God, 
and what Profit is it that we have kept his 
Ordinances ? Sabbaths are a Burden, Hear- 
ing the Word, and Receiving of Sacra- 

ments, 
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ments, very dull Work, no way pleaſing 
or delightful. Yea they wonder at others, 
who pretend to find and experience ſuch 
ſenſible Satisfaction in the Ways of God, 
when their outward Circumſtances at the 
ſame time are very ſtrait, and poſſibly the 
worſe, becauſe of their cleaving faſt to the 
Lord in theſe ſacred Performances. Tis 
plain theſe Perſons want a ſpiritual Appe- 


tite, neither have they their Senſes exerciſed 


to diſcern both Good and Evil. ES 
So then, if you will have God Rh 


fea with you, when you come to the Table 


of the Lord, awake and excite holy De- 
ſires and Longings after your Beloved, ſay 
with the Church, With my Soul have I de- 


Ia. 26. 9. fired thee, yea with my Spirit within me, will 


Cant. r, 


27 7. 


I jeek thee early. And with the Spouſe, 
Let him kiſs me with the Miſſes of his Mouth, 
for thy Love is better than Wine. And a- 
gain, Tell me, O thou, whom my Soul loveth, 
where thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt thy 
Hlocks to reſt at Noon, for why ſhould I be as 
one that turneth aſide by the Flocks of thy 
Companions? If you come to the Sacra- 
ment in ſuch a Frame, you may be ſure 
to find a ſutable Entertainment, for he 


Luke 1. ſaticſieth the longing Soul, and filleth the 


33+ 


hungry Soul with Goodneſs; or as it is in 


the Song of the Bleſſed Virgin; He filleth 
the Hungry with good Things, and the Rich he 
lends empty away. 


VII. 


the Lord's Supper. 


VII. In order to your being accepted, 
and well-pleaſing to God, come with raiſed 
Expectations to receive ow him whatever 
you ſtand in need of. Tis faid of Araunah 


the ſebuſite, that he gave as 4 Ring, ina — 


free, bountiful manner: With much grea- 
ter Reaſon may it be ſaid of God, that he 


gives as a God, He grveth to all Men libe- James x 


rally, and upbraideth not. If we have but 
a Heart to receive, never doubt of God's 
having a Heart to give: Is it not written 
in the Book of Pfalms, a Text which 
harh already been taken notice of, Open thy 
Mouth wide, and I will fill it? Nay God is 
molt of all honoured, when our Expecta- 
tions are enlarged to receive Good from 
his Hands; we honour his Truth and 
Faithfulneſs by believing that he will be 
punctual to his Word; his Power and All- 
ſufficiency, in that he is able to perform 
what he hath promiſed ; his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, in appointing the fitteſt Times, 
Ways and Means tor the diſpenſing them 
unto us. In our Expectations to receive 
from the Creature, we may be, and often 
are miſtaken ; how common an Obſerva- 
tion is it, that ſublunary Enjoyments, of 
what kind ſoever, do not yeild that Satiſ- 
taction and Content we are apt to fancy 
to be in them? And the Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe they are but Streams and Rivulets, 

which 
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which may be ſoon dried up, and are in 
their own Nature too capable of receiving 
ſome Ingredients, that may imbitter the 
choiceſt Comforts. But now God being 
the Fountain, the Original, the Spring- 
head of all Bleſſings, tis impoſſible any 
ſhould be deceiv'd in their ExpeQations 
trom him, provided they are built upon 
a good bottom ; enlarge them as much as 

ou can, raiſe them as high as you are 
. able, God can and will fatisty them, who 
Epheſ. 3. doth exceeding abundantly above all that 
8 we ask or think. The Hope of the Righteous 
Prov, 10. ſhall be Gladneſs, but the Expettation of the 
_ Wicked ſhall periſh. 

Here I have two Things to offer by 
way of Aſſiſtance. Firſt, Study your own 
Wants. Secondly, Believe and ſtudy that 
Fulneſs there is in Chriſt to ſupply them. 

Study your own Wants. Conſider 
what Things you ſtand molt in need of, 
what Graces are weakeſt, what Corrup- 
tions ſtrongeſt, what Temptations moſt 
prevailing, and what part of the New 
Man wants repairing. Before thou comeſt 
to the Sacrament, ſit down a while and 
conſult with thy ſelf, Soul, what is it I 
© moſt of all want, what Detects are there 
© in my Faith, my Love, my Repentance, 
© my ſpiritual Joy and Delight! What 
* Sins do my Conſcience charge me wth 

tnac 
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1 © that are not yet pardon'd and forgiven ? 
g And then ſtudy the Fulneſs there is in 
Ee © Chriſt, to anſwer all thy Demands, and 
g * ſupply all thy Neceſſities, a Fulneſs of 
T « jultifying and ſanctifying Grace, a Ful- 
y * neſs of pardoning and renewing Grace. 
18 Under ſuch an Apprehenſion approach 
n the Table of the Lord, and believe that 


the Lord's Supper. 


AS it ſhall be according as thou wilt; for of his John 1.16 


re Fulneſs do we all recetve, and Grace for Grace. 
10 VIII. Endeavour to come as 2 from 
at Diſtrattions, and worldly Incumbrances as 
115 Jou are able. This is not an unneceſſary 
he Direction, becauſe T am afraid many de- 
ceive themſelves with a falſe Notion, that 
by tis ſufficient they give God their Preſence 
vn at his Ordinances, let their Hearts, and 
at | Thoughts, and Affections be as they will; 
n. when as this is it, which the Lora ſpake ev. 10. 
ler | by Moſes unto Aaron, ſaying, I will bez. 
of, | ſanttified in them that come nigh me, and be- 
ap- fore all the People I will be glorified, A 
oft | molt awful Word! Ot an eternal Verity! 
Vew And of as great Concernment to us, as it 
\eſt | was to them under the Law! But not- 
ind | withſtanding, are there not many Perſons 
it 1 before the great God, worſhiping in his 
cre | Houſe, and on his Day, whoſe Souls are 
ice, in the World, buſily contriving their ſecu- 
hat lar Affairs the enſuing Week? or elſe whoſe 
ith, | Hearts are running after their Luſts, gree- 
that [ dily 
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dily entertaining every Temptation for 
the ſatisfying of a revengeful Spirit, or a 
la ſcivious, wanton, debauch'd Mind? I 
pray conſider, Whether you can in any 
reaſon think the Almighty, the Searcher 
of Hearts, is well pleasd with ſuch Sacri- 
fices, or with the Pexfons that offer them? 
Can you conceive, that he, that deſireth 
Truth in the inward Part, and hath his Eye 
principally upon the Soul, will take any 
Delight in ſuch Oblations? This I ſpeak for 
our own Profit, to uſe the Words of the 
i Cor. 7. Apoſtle, and that you may attend upon the | 
T Lord without Diſtraction. That there be 
no Hypocrite, none that have not on the 
Wedding-Garment at his Table; bur that Y 

you come together for the better, and not for 1 

the worſe. Pray with David, Unite my 4 

Plal. 36. Heart, O Lord, to fear thy Name; gind ap I; 
5 the Loyns of your Mind, and be intent upon 7] 
C 

* 

9 


the Work you are engaging in. 

IX. When you actually fit down at 
the Table, and communicate in holy 
Things, Labour ta quicken and excite in 
your Souls ſuitable and proper Aﬀettions and 

Graces. Speak in the Language of the 

Cant, 4. Church, Awake, O North Wind, and come c 

thou South, blow upon my Garden, that the 6 

Spices thereof may flow, aut. By the nd 1 

is. meant the Spirit, whoſe Influences 

cauſe the Spices, the Graces of the Soul, 5 . 
| C 


the Lord's Supper. 


be in Act and Exerciſe; ſo we find it was 


with her before ; While the King fitteth af Chap. 1. 
t 


his Table, my Spikenard ſendeth forth the 
Smell 24 By the King is meant 

Chrift ; by his Table may be underſtood 
the ſpiritual Banquet of Chriſt with his 
Church, feeding her with his Word and 


Ordinances. The Spikexard is one of the Cap. 4. 
pleaſant Fruits in the Garden of the 3, 14. 


Church; but here (as the learned Ainſ- 
worth judiciouſly obſerves on the Place) 
tt ſeems to be the Oyl, or Oyntment 
made of Spikenard, which is very preci- 
ous, being commonly us'd at Feaſts, ſuch 
as Mary anointed Chriſt's Feet with, as he 


ſat at T able with his Friends; and the Houſe John 12 
was fill with the Smell or Odour of the Oynt- 2, 3. 


ment. Spiritually it ſignifies the ſweet ſmel- 
ling Fruits of Repentance, Faith, Love, Joy, 
Thankſgiving, and the like, which the 
Church expreſſeth, when Chriſt communes 
with her. Theſe are the Graces you ſhould 


quicken and excite, when you fit at the 
Table of the Lord, Let your Spihenard ſend 
forth its pleaſant Smell. | | 


1. Excite and awake Repearance and 


© godly Sorrow for your paſts Sins. Say to 
thy Soul in ſome ſuch Words, as theſe *, 
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* have uſed the. Words of th: Reverend Mr. Sam. Cra- 


dock, yer with ſome Variation and Addition. Vid. Supplement 
1 Knowledge and Pratiſe, pag. 128, 129. 


I 2 * Oh! 
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© Oh! That ever I had been ſuch a 
vile Wretch, that I ſhould have fo 
grievouſly offended ſo good a God! 
What a Mercy is it, that I am out of 
Hell! God might have cut me off 
in my Sins, as he did Nadab and A- 
bihu, Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, Ana- 
mas and Sapphira, and he might have 
caſt me down into the Lake of Fire 


I 
2 n . 


C 

C 

C 

C 

C 

© and Brimſtone; and hath he hitherto 
© ſpared me, and doth he now offer me a 
Pardon, ſealed with the Blood of his 
[4 
C 
i 
C 
0 
o 
C 
C 
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dear Son! O the unſearchable Riches 
of his free Grace and Mercy! O my 
Soul, how {ſhould this melt thee into 
penitential Tears! How ſhould this 
Conſideration make thee loath and 
hate every Sin, willing to renounce 
and forſake them all, and turn to God 
in ſincere Obedience, eſpecially when thou 
beholdeſt what Pain and Anguiſh thy 
Lord endured to pardon and atone for it. 
2. * Excite the Workings of Faith in 
your Soul, Say, now Iam confidently 
periwaded, that Chriſt can and will fave 
me; I therefore caſt my ſelf at his Feet. 
and rely on the free Grace of God, and 
the Merits and Interceſſion of his Son, 
lor the obtaining the Pardon of all my 
Sins, and conſent to take him for my 
Lord, as well as for my Saviour, and 
h | © am 
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© am willing he ſhould rule in me by 
his holy Spirit, and govern me by his 
Laws. 

3- © Stir up in your Heart Love to God, 
and to Jeſus Chriſt. Say to thy ſelf, O 


in ſending his ozly begotten Son into the 
World to die, to fave poor loſt Sinners! 
This indeed is 4 faithful Saying, and wor- 
thy of all Acceptation. He did not thus 
for the Angels that fell, but caſt them 


Judg ment. O how great is the Love of 
Chriſt, who would itoop fo low, as to 
take upon him our Nature, and be born 
of a poor Virgin! That he thould ſwear 
Drops of Blood in the Garden in his A- 
gony ! That he ſhould have his precious 
Body broken, and mangled, as I now 
ſee; and his Blood ſhed to redeem us! 
Was there ever Love like this! O my 
Soul, what hath been done by thee in 
Returns for all this Love! Canſt thou 
chuſe but love him, who endur'd fo 
much to deliver thee from the Wrath 
of God and eternal Miſery ? The Apo- 
© ſtle Paul, raviſh'd with the Love of 
© Chriſt, cries out in the Cloſe of his 
© Epiſtle to the Corinthians, If any 
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my Soul, how great is the Love of God 
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down to Hell, and delivered them into 2 Det. 2.4. 
Chains of Darkneſs, to be reſerved unto Jude, v.6. 


Man | Ep. 16, 


love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be 22. 


I 3 Anathema, 
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Anathema, Maranatha; and well he 
5 ſince he is in every reſpect ſo 
deſerving, and worthy of our Love. 
The penitent Woman in the Goſpel, 
to whom much was forgiven, laved much; 
and ſhall it not be ſo with thee? Oh, 
that I could appeal to Chrift with Pe- 
ter, Lord, thou knon'ſt all things, thou 
knoweſt that I love thee! We mult al- 
ſo extend our Love to all Chriſtians, 
eſpecially to all the Members of Chriſt, 
and thoſe particulary, that are of that 
Church unto which we belong; pray- 
ing earneſtly for them, helping them 
torward in every ſpiritual Gift, com- 
forting and admoniſhing them in the 
Lord. And here we mutt not forget 
our very Enemies, but forgive them, 
as we expect to be forgiven. Tis our 
Saviour's Injunction, If thou bring thy 
Gift to the Altar, and there remembreſt 
that thy Brother hath ought againſt thee ;; 
leave there thy Gift before the Altar, and go 
thy way, firſt be reconciled to thy Brother, 

an then come and offer thy Gift. 
4. Awake and excite in thy ſelf ſpiri- 
* tual Joy and Thankfulneſs. Say with Holy 
* Dawid, Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and 
forget not all his Benefits? Hath Chriſt 
done ſuch great Things for thee, as are 
held forth in that G Hath he 
made 


John 21. 
3 17. 
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Matth. 5. 
23, 24. 
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made Peace for thee, in God's high Pla- Job 25, 2. 
ces? Vanquiſh'd Satan, overcome the 
* World, and deliver'd thee from the 
Sting of Death, and the Dominion of 
the Grave? Hath he by his Blood ob- 
tain'd Remiſſion of Sins, and an eter- 
nal Redemption? O tranſcendent Good- 
neſs! What ſhall I render unto the Lord 
according to his Benefits? I will take the 
up of Salvation, and call upon the Name 
of the Lord. 
Theſe are the Graces you ſhould la- 
bour to quicken and excite ; this is that 
precious Spikenard, wherewith you ſhould 
be anointed, while the Ming ſitteth at his 
Table, Oh! What a Pertume would 
ſpring from hence, how would the Odour 
thereof fill the whole Houſe ! What a happy 
Communion would this be, if all the 
Guelts were ſo enliven'd ! May the North 
and the South-Wind blow upon the Garden 
Then the Spices thereof would flow out; 
then God would be well pleasd with us, and 
ſmell a ſweet Savour in our Sacrifice. 
X. When Ordinances are over, keep 
your Heart with all Diligence, that you do 
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not wax cold too faſt, and ſo loſe the Senſe 

of thoſe raviſhing Delights, you have met 

with at the Ordinance, Take heed of run- 

ning too ſoon into the World, or vain 

Company; but /peak often one to another 
-Þ 
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of the great Things you have heard, ſeen, 
and felt, and for ſuch as thus fear the Lord, 


Mal. 3.16. and think upon his Name, a Book of Remem.- 


17. 


Chap.4-1. 


brance ſhall be written before him. Tis a 
certain Truth, the Devil is moſt buſy 
with Perſons, after they have been fa- 
vour'd with ſpecial Manifeſtations. When 
was it he ſet upon Chriſt, but immedi- 
ately after his Baptiſm, when the Hea- 


: ; . 
Nat. 3. 16, Tens were open d, and he ſaw the Spirit of 


God deſcending like a Dove, lighting upon 
him; and heard a Voice from Heaven, ſay- 
ing, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well yleas d? Did not Satan enter into Ja- 
das the very moment after the Supper, 


John 13. and he betray d his Lord, and Maſter ? 


27. 


In the laſt Place. If you would have God 
well pleaſed with you in your holy Com- 
munion, be careful to perform what you 
have promiſed, Vow, and pay unto the 


Judg. 11. Lord. Say with Jephthah, I have opened 


35+ 
Plal. 
18. 


116. my Mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go 
' back. And with David, I will pay my Vow 
unto the Lord, now in the Preſence of all the 
People. Oh! What exemplary Lives 
ſhould you live, who have thus covenant- 

ed with God? You are under higher Obli- 
gations of Love and Service, and there- 
tore ſhould do more than others. 


Sin you commit after you have been at the 
Sacrament, contracts a greater Guilt, and 
con- 


Every 


the Lord's Supper. 


conſequently incurs a ſorer Judgment, for 

then you do not _ ſin againſt God, but 

againſt Chriſt, and become guilty of the 

Bod) and Blood of the Lord *. 
However do not conclude, God is not 

well pleas d with you, when perhaps you are 

not well pleas'd with your ſelves; the 

humble, meek, and lowly Soul is his De- 

light. Oftentimes the more Vileneſs and 

Unworthineſs you find in your ſelves, 

the more well-pleaſing, and acceptable 1s | 

ſuch a Sacrifice in God's Account. But 2 Tim. 1. 

yet here 1s no Encouragement given to 8 

Sloth and Lazineſs; do your Endeavour, 

ſtir up + all the Graces of God within iſ 

you, until they break forth into a vital | 

Flame; pray to the Spirit for his Help and 

Aſſiſtance, and confide in the Merits of a 

Redeemer; and then thoſe Words which 

Manoath's Wife ſaid to him, may be ap- 

plied to your Comfort, I the Lord were 

pleas'd to kill as, he would not have receivd 

« Burnt-Offering, and a Meat-Offering at our 

Hands, neither would he have ſbem'd us all judg. 13. 

theſe Things ; nor would, as at this Time, 23 

have told us ſuch Things as theſe. 
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* See more to this purpoſe in Mr. Shower's Sacramental 
| Diſcourſes, Part II. Sermons on Judges 11. 35. P. 227. 
| And Mr, Edm. Calamy's Diſcourſe of Vows, in 8vo. | 
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Coloſſians iii. 16. Latter Part. bly 


Teaching and Admoniſhing one another in cul 
Pſalms and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, WI 


inging with Grace in your Hearts to the be 
Lord. | ANC 

| anc 

N the former Part of this Chapter but 
St. Paul is preſſing his Coloſſians to the anc 
great and ſubſtantial Duties of the Chri- riet 
ſtian Religion, ſuch as Heavenly-minded- lic 
neſs, and ſeiting our Affections on Things a- En! 
bove, mortifying our earthly Members, put- Pur 
ting off” the old Man with his Deeds, and the! 
putting on the new Man, &c. together with to 1 
thoſe excellent Ornaments of Peace Pla 


and Charity, which he calls the Bond pert 
"# 


of Pſalms. 


4 Perfectneſs, or Union among Chri- Ver. 14» 
ſtians. 


Now, that they might be the better 
able to diſcharge theſe Duties, and a- 
bound in them ; he exhorts them in this 
Verſe to a familiar Acquaintance with the 
Word of God ; Let the Word of Chriſt 
dwell in you richly in all Wiſdow, This In, 
habitant would be a Lamp unto their 
Feet, and a Light unto their Paths: The 
Holy Scriptures firmly believed, and di- 
ligently ſtudied, are the beſt Means to in- 
form our Judgment, and direct our Pra- 
iſe ; yea ſuch a Knowledge will infalli- 
bly make us wiſe unto Salvation, The A- 
poſtle deſcends to inſtance in ſome parti. 
cular Parts of the Word of God, unto 
which Chriſtians ſhould by no means 
be Strangers; and they are the Pſalms 
and Songs of David, Aſaph, Heman, 
and other inſpired Perſons. If we were 
but well vers'd in theſe ſacred Writings, 
and did more curiouſly obſerve that Va- 
riety of Matter which they contain, ap- 

licable to every Occaſion that may pre- 

ent, we ſhould be able, to ſome good 
Purpole, to teach and admoniſh one ano- 
ther; Singing them with Grace in our Hearts 
to the Lord, And this Duty of ſinging 
Pſalms and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, 
pertorm'd in a ſerious and holy Manner, 
is 
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is an excellent Help to the Diſcharge of 
thoſe other Daties of Sanctification, and 
Brotherly Love here recommended, as 
Well as it tends in its own Nature to pro- 
mote it; of which more hereafter. 

I ſhall reduce what I have to offer 
on this Ordinance of ſinging Pſalms, 
grounded on the Words of the Apoſtle, 
to theſe Four General Heads. 

T. Prove that it is an Ordinance of the 
New Teſtament, of a Divine Inſtitution, 
and conſtantly to be practis'd in the Church 
of Chriſt, 

II. Inform you as to the Subject Matter 
of our Singing, which is here expreſs'd 
by Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual 

Songs. 

III. In what manner we mult perform 
this Duty; unto which we are directed 
particularly in theſe Words, Singing with 
Grace in our Hearts to the Lord, 

IV. I will lay before you, the many 
uſeful and excellent Ends and Purpoſes 
this Ordinance ſerves to promote among 
Chriſtians, Teaching and admoniſhing one 
another in Pſalms, RC. 

I. The firſt Head is to prove, not fo 
much the Lawfulneſs of this Ordinance 
of ſinging Pfalms, as that it is of a Di- 
vine Inſtitution, and conſtantly to be 


practis'd in the Church of Chriſt. I am 
ſure 
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of P ſalms. 
ſure none can deny it to have been of a 


Divine Appointment, under the Old Te- 
ſtament ; we read of praiſing God by 


ſinging, before the Levitical Service was 
inſtituted ; Moſes and the Children of Tſra- Fxod. 16. 
el ſang a Song unto the Lord, Poetry is a 


juſtly eſteem'd to be the moſt ancient 


Way of Writing, which undoubtedly 


was attended with Mulical Harmony, 
whether Vocal, or Inſtrumental, or both. 
Hence many Learned Men contend, that 
the Book of Job, who liv'd before Moſes, 
was compos'd in Metre. Bur let that be 
how it will, we are certain, that the 
Pſalms of David were delign'd to be ſung, 


and were actually ſo according to God's 


Appointment, which conſtituted one great 
Part of the Temple-worſhip among the 


Jews, Hezekiah the Ming, and the Princes 2 Chron. 
commanded the Levites to ſing Praiſes unto ??“ 3 


the Lord, with the W, oy of David, and 
Aſaph the Seer, which they did with Glad- 

Ae. 
put you will ſay, What is this to the 
New Teſtament? It is acknowledged, 
ſinging of Pſalms was an Ordinance ot 
God, under the Old Teſtament, but that 
is no Proof it is ſo under the New, but 
rather on.the contrary. I anſwer, by no 
means, ſince it was never repeaPd : And 
altho* there were a great many Things 
un— 


. 

| 

| 
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under that Diſpenfation Typical in this 
Ordinance, as ſinging with Lute and 
Harp, Cc. which are now aboliſh'd, the 
Holy Ghoſt being more abundantly given, 
and the Goſpel que a more ſpiritual 
Service; yet the Expr of God's Prai- 
fes, with a lively Voice, joyn'd with a 
devout Heart, is as much an Ordinance of 
the New Tettament, and was long before 
propheſied of, to be celebrated in the 
Days of the Meſfrah, as I might ſhew 

* Pſal.22. YOU in ſeveral Pſalms *, which refer Pro- 
22, 23 phetically to the |-State ; and in o- 
— ther Places; particularly I/. 52. 8. com- 
1,2 par'd with Rom. 10. 14, 15. Thy Watch- 
men ſhall lift up the Voice , with the Voice to- 
gether ſhall they ſing ; for they ſball ſee Eye 
ro Eye, when the Lord ſhall bring again Zion. 

See alſo Chap. 3 f. 10. 
But that I might further evince this to 
be an Ordinance of the New Teſtament of 
a Divine Inſtitution, and. conſtantly to be 
praQtis'd in the Church of Chriſt, I ſhall 
produce both Precept and Example to au- 

thorize it. 

iſt, We have ſeveral Precepts in the 
New Teſtament to warrant our Practiſe, 
Epheſ. 5. 19. Speaking to your ſebves' in 
P/alms and Hymns, and ſpiritaal Songs, 
ſinging and making Melody in your Heart to 
the Lord, In like manner the Apoſtle en- 
joyns 


of Palms. 

joyns the Church at Coloſſe, that t 

(ould teach and K pt _ 

Pſalms, &c. as a publick Duty to be per- 

form'd by every Member. And St. James 

preſcribes this Ordinance, as the molt 

proper means to exhilerate the Spirits, 

and create a true and laſting Mirth in the 

Soul; Is any merry? Les him ſing Pſalms. Cap. 5. 13. 

Where its being joyn'd with Prayer, is | 

worthy of Remark. 
2aly. Beſides Precept, we have ſeveral 

Examples. recorded in the New Teſtament, 

of uſing this Ordinance. Our Saviour 

and his Diſciples, after the Inſtitution. af 

the Supper, ſung an Hymn. What this Matt. 26 

Hymn, in particular, was, we know not; 

however *tis very probable, it was ſome 

Part of David's Pſalms, which related 

eſpecially to himſelf, his Sufferings, 

Death, Reſurrection and Exaltation. We 

find Chriſt frequently proving himſelf to 

be the Meſſiah out of the Book of Pſalms; 

therefore we may rationally conjecture, 

that he ſung ſome Portion of it with his 

Diſciples at this Time: And the rather, 

When we conſider, that it was the Cuſtom 

* of the Jews, after the Paſſeover, ta ſing 

from Pam 112th, to irgth, Again we 

have one of 'the Hymns of the Primitive 


— — — —_— 
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* Thus Scaliger, Buxtorfius, and others inform us. : 
Chri- 


With an audible Voice; 
Priſoners heard them. This Ordinance like- 
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Chriſtians recorded in Acts 4. 24. And 

another great Example we have in Paul 

and Silas, who w_ an Hymn, or gave 
e 


Praiſes to God in t * 1＋ which was 
or it is ſaid, The 


wiſe, was commonly practis'd in the 
Church of Corinth, and is there alſo 
joyn'd with publick Praying and Prophe- 
ſying, 1 Cor. 14. 15. In Which Chapter 
the Apoſtle endeavours only to reform 
ſome Abuſes, which crept into that 
Church, about the Performance of theſe 
Ordinances. 

I might (it it was needful) give you 
many Inſtances of this Practiſe, out of 
the ancient Fathers, who unanimoully aſ- 
ſert ſinging of Pſalms, to be one eſpecial 


Part of publick Worſhip. But I ſhall on- 


ly mention that memorable Paſſage of 
Pliay, in his Epiſtle to Trajan, con- 
cerning the Chriſtians in his Days. * 1: 
was cuſtomary for them (ſaith he) 0 
meet together before break of Day, ta ſing 
an Hymn to Chriſt, as God, This 
he affirms to have been the Practiſe 


of the Chriſtians in his Time, and hath 


continued an Ordinance of Divine In- 


—_— 
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* Soliti eſſent ante lucem cenvenire, carmenqʒ Chriſto, 
quali Deo, dicere ſe cum invicem, Lib, 10. Ep. 97. 


{titution 
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of Pſalms. 


ſtitution in the Chriſtian Church to this day. 
II. In the ad Place. I ſhall very briet- 
ly inform you as to the Subject Matter of 
our Singing, which is expreſt by the A- 
poſtle, to be P/alms and Hymns, and ſpiri- 
tual Songs. Now what theſe Pſalms, and 
Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs were, which 
the Primitive Chriſtians ſung, is a Queſti- 
on neceſſary to be reſolv'd. By Pſalms 
all underſtand the Pſalms of David and 
Aſaph. But * Grotias thinks, Hymns were 
extemporary and occaſional Praiſes of 
God, referring to the Gift of Pfalmiſtry, 
which the Chriſtians were endued with in 
thoſe early Days. And ſpiritual Songs, ac- 
cording to him, were premeditated, and ar- 
tificial Compoſures; ſuch were the Songs 
of Moſes, Deborah, and Hannah in the Old 
Teſtament ; and Mary, and ZYecharias, and 
Simeon in the New. Other Divines in- 
terpret theſe three of David's Pſalms, tel- 
ling us that the Difference betwixt Pſalms, 
and 'Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, is not 
conſiderable, but they are us'd promiſcu- 
ouſly in the Old Teſtament, as appears 
from the Titles given to theſe Pſalms, 
ſome - times they are called Songs, at other 
times a Palm, or a Hymn. And truly 
if we conſider this excellent Book of Plalms, 
we ſhall find it fo Elegant in its Stile, ſo 
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* Annot. in Ephel. 5. 19. C 
Om- 
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Comprehenſive in its Senſe, reaching the 
Caſe of every Perſon in Proſperity, or 


Adverſity, that it deſervedly ought to be 


prefer d before any Compoſure whatſo- 
ever: There are ſcattered up and down 
in it general and ſpecial Directions for 
Faith and Practiſe, all forts of Promiſes a- 
dapted to particular Conditions, all ſorts of 
Experiences in every State, either of Trial, 
or Triumph; there are all kinds of Thankf. 
givings, and Praiſes for temporal, or ſpiri- 
tual Mercies; ſuch a Variety, and ſuch a 
Fulnefs of heavenly Matter, as to anſwer 
the Caſe of every Ghriftian, - ' - 

Not but that it is lawful to ſing Hymns 
and Songs in Divine Worſhip, which are 
of a human Compoſure, when they are 
grounded on the Word of God; ſo we 
are inform'd, was the Practiſe of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, by Tertullian, that * f. 
ter the Celebration of the Lord's Supper, eve- 


ry one ſung an Hymn ont of the Bible, or f 


his own Compoſing. But in the moſt parti- 
cular manner we do aſſert, that the Pſalms 
of David are thoſe Hymns, and ſpiritual 
Songs, which ought to have the Preterence 
of being ſung in the Chriſtian Church. 

III. I come to the Third Head, which 
is to direct you in what manner we are 
to perform this Ordinance, that we miglit 
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* Qniſque de Scripturis vel de proprio ingenio poteſt, 
provocatur in medium Deo canere. Ap. c. 39- 
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f Pſalms. 
be accepted of God, and edify our ſelves, 
and others. In every Duty of Goſpel-wor- 


ſhip there is to be conſidered the Matter, 


and the Manner; fo in Prayer there is the 
lifting up of the Voice, the ſpeaking over 
a few Words; and in Hearing there is gi- 
ving the Attention of the Ear; but unleſs 
we pray in the -Spirit, and in Faith; un- 
leſs we hear ſo as to remember, and put 
in Practiſe, both our Prayer and Hear- 
ing ate an Abomination in the Sight of 
God. The ſame may we fay concerning 
ſinging of Pfalms; if we reſt in the opere 
rato, in the Labour of the Lips, and 
the Melody of the Voice, and have no re- 
gard to the Diſpoſition of the Heart, we 
but mock, and ſcoff at God, inſtead of 
ſinging his Praiſe: The manner of Per- 
formance, as well as the Matter mult be 
here attended to. And for Directions in this 
Cafe | ſhall preſcribe theſe following Rules. 
1ſt. That we rightly underſtand what 


we ſing. I will ſing, faith the Apoſtle, | Cor. p 
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with the ag eager I __ Underſtanding 15. 


here I confeſs from the Context - ſeems 
rimarily to be-taken in the Paſſive Senſe : 
1e would have all Religious Acts in pub- 
lick Afemblies ſo pertorm'd, as others 
might be benefired by them, which can- 
not be, if we pray, or ſing in an unknown 
Tongue, as 1s the Practice of the Church 
of Rome to this Day-: Yet the active _ 
220 K 2 0 
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of this Word, ought not to be excluded: 
J will pray with the Underſtanding; and I 
will ſing with the * Underſtanding, i. e. I 
will be ſenſible of what I pray and ſing, 
I will not pray or ſing by rote, but my 
Underſtanding. ſhall go along with my 
Voice. How many are there, who only 
mind the Words they ſing, but never heed 
the Senſe, and ſpiritual Meaning which 
is wrapt up in them! Who are more 
pleas'd with the Elegancy of the Com- 
poſe re, than with the Excellency of the 

tter! But ſuch as perform this Duty in 
a right manner, are careful to carry a- 
long with them a juſt, and true Senſe of 
what they ſing, that. their Lip and Un- 
derſtanding ſhall keep pace together. To 
this end, a. ſerious and diligent Study, 
and Meditation on theſe ſpiritual Songs of 
David, would be of great Uſe; it with Apol- 
los we were mighty in the Scriptures, and 
the Word of God did dwell in as richly, we 
ſhould be furniſh*d with all ſound and ſa - 
ving Knowledge. Sing ye Praiſes with Un- 
der ſtanding, faith the Halmiſt, i. e. not in a 
formal, cuſtomary manner, but with due 
Conſideration of what you ſing. And 
certainly that way of Singing, Which is 
moſt eaſy for the Underſtanding, and 
will enable us to comprehend the Senſe 
more fully, ought to have the Preterence 
in Chriſtian Afſemblies. 
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ally. Another Direction, as to the man- 
ner of our Singing, is, that we ſing with a 


ſpiritual, and gracious Frame; ſinging with 


Grace in your Hrarts, ſaith the Apoſtle. 
Our Hearts muſt go along with our V ot- 
ces, they ſhould be chearful in Acc as 
poſſeis'd with holy Joy, and affected ac- 
cording to the Matter that we ling. My 
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Heart is fixed, O God, faith David, my pal. 5% 7. 


Heart is fixed, I will ſing and give Praiſe. 
And then it follows, Awake up my Glory, 
awake Pſaltery, aud Harp, I my ſelf will a- 
wake early, He calls upon his Tongue, 
which was his Glory, to ſing the Praiſes of 
his Maker; he calls upon his Pſaltery and 
Harp to joyn with his Tongue, that the 
Muſick might be the more melodious; 
but what fignifies all this, unleſs David's 
Heart did awake? It would be but as 


founding Braſs, and tinkling Cymbal. There- 


fore he adds, I my ſe/f will awake alſo. When 
we (ing Pſalms, our chief and principal 
Work ſhould be with our Hearts, for the 
Labour of the Lip was deſign'd to be 
bur inſtrumental to excite the inward 
Senſe and Joy of the Soul. The true 
Art of Singing conſiſts in making Melody 
in our Heart to the Lord: Willa ſweet plea- 
{ant Voice, a curious, well fer Tune bc 
E in God's Ears, when We carry a- 

ut with us a frothy, profane, wicked 
Heart? It was his Complaint of the Jews, 
: K 3 that 


4 
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Ia. 29.13. that they drew near bim with their Mouth, 


and with their Lips did, honaur him, but re- 


moved their Heart far from him. There is 


Hypocriſy in Singing, as well as in Pray- 
ing; if the Het not N. a4 
of them is perform'd in an acceptable 
Manner, Therefore when you are.prai- 
ling God for his tranſcendent Greatneſs, 

moſt glorious Majeſty, ſee rhat you 
tremble before him ; when you are ex- 


tolling his Word and Ordinances, as be- 


ing-/weeter than the Howey, and the Horey- 
Comb, more to be deſired than Gold, yea than 
much fine Gold. Obſerve how. the Pulſe of 
your Soul beats toward it: When you are 
praiſing God, for Chriſt, for his Goſpel, 
tor any ſpiritual or temporal, Bleſſing, 
whether publick, or private, mark how 
your Heart ſtands affected with the Senſe 
of what you; expreſs with your Lips. 
This is in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, 7o {ing 
with Grace in our Heart *. 
Zah. Another Qualification of Singing, 
it muſt bę to the, Lord, to the Praiſe and 
Glory of God, not of any Creature, Angel 
or Saint whatever. I will ing unto the 
Lord, faith Moſes in his, Song; David calls 
upon the People to praiſe the Lord, to ſing a 
New Song unto the Lord, owning him to 


* C anemtes in Cordibus. Hoc ad affectum pertinet nam 
ſicuti alios incitare, ita etiam ex corde canete de bemus, 
ne fit externus duntaxat oris ſonus. Calu. is loc. 
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be the ſole Object of Divine Adoration ; 
and the Reaſon is plaia, becauſe Singing 
of Pſalms is a ſpecial Part of Worſhip. 
Serve the Lord with Gladneſs, and come be- Pal 109.2 
fore his Preſence with Singing, "Tis as 
great a Piece of Idolatry to ſing Anthems, 
or Divine Songs in Praiſe of any, tho? 
the moſt. exalted Creature, as to fall 
down and worſhip him. Let us then di- 
rect. all our Songs ot Praiſe and Delive- 
rance to the one, only living, and true 
God, Father, Son and Spirit, ſaying 
with the Elders, Thoa art worthy O Lord, Rev.4.11, 
to receiue Glory, Honour, and Power. And 
again, Worthy is the Lamb, that mas ſlain, Ch. 5. 12. 
to receive Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom,and 
Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. 
- 1 _ norm of the pry ai 

iſtians, they. 4 Fhmn, as Pli 
faith, to the Fat ane Honoar of C brifh, 
as God, No created Being had this re- 
{ſpe paid him; wherefore Paulus Samoſa- 
tenus, the Heretical Biſhop of Antioch, 
was juſtly accus'd by. a Council aſſembled 
there, chat he aboliſhed thoſe Pſalms, 
which were wont to be fung to the Ho- 
nour of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that hz 
eppotuted Women in the middle of the Church 
to. fing Pſalms in his own Praiſe *, 
I L might add, in the laſt Place; That ii 


- 
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Act. Concil, Antioch, apud Euſcb. Lib. 7. cap. 30. 
ä K 4 would 
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would admirably promote the * man- 
ner of Singing, if we were careful to learn, 


and did underſtand, in ſome good meaſure, how 


to ſing ſkilfully,and according to Art: Ef 


X95 rm, in good Tune and Conſort, all 
the People bearing a Part init, as we are 1n- 
form'd was the manner of the Primitive 
Singing +. I confeſs there may be Melody 
in the Heart, when there is very little in 
the Voice, but none will deny, that to 


ſing harmoniouſly, doth ſtrangely excite 
the Spirits, and cheer the Heart; 1t unites 


the Congregation moſt powerfully, and 


engages God to be preſent with us, who 
is not the Author. of Confuſion, but of Or- 
der and Peace, in all Churches of the Saints. 
And fo as St. Paul tells us, one unlear- 


ned, and a Stranger to the Myſteries of 
the Chriſtian Religion, when he beholds 


ſuch an Harmony of Love, and Joy, and 


Peace in their Aſſemblies, falling down on 


„Cor. 14. his Face, will worſhip God, and report that 


God is in them of a Truth, ' © 
IV. To paſs on to the th General Head. 
The many uſeful Ends and Purpoſes this 
Ordinance ſerves unto among Chriſti- 
ans. This in the General is expreſs'd in 
the Text by the Apoſtle, when he faith, 
Teaching and admoniſhing one another, not 
out of the Plalms, explaining or confirm- 


23 


— 


7 Orig. de Orat. 5. 6. p. 7. 
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ing any Doctrine from thence, as our 


Saviour and his Apoſtles frequently did; 


this belongs to the Paſtor, or Teacher, 
and is Part of his Office: But teaching 
and admoniſbing one another in Pſalms, 
and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, by ſing- 
ing them, &c. And here, not to inſiſt on 
the Subject Matter contain'd in theſe 
Pſalms, ſuited to every Caſe and Con- 


dition, of Joy or Grief, particular Perſons, 


or the Church of God, may be caſt into, 
for they are David's, and other holy Mens 
occaſional Meditations; I ſhall inſtance 
in ſeveral Leſſons, which the publick 
Joynt-ſinging of Pfalms, and {ſpiritual 
Songs, doth teach and admoniſh us of. 

1. This Ordinance in a moſt famili- 
ar, yet lively manner, repreſents the Joys of 
Heaven, and that * which Saints and 
Angels are poſſeſs d of there. This glori- 
ous State is deſcrib'd in Scripture by Mu- 
ſick and Harmony, and the Inhabitants 
thereof are repreſented to be full of the 
high . Praiſes of God. I beheld, faith St. 

John, and lo a great Multitude ſtood before Rev: 7. 9, 
the Throne, and before the Lamb, clothed © 
with white Robes and Palms in their Hands; 

and cried with a loud Voice, ſaying, Salvation 

to our God, which ſitteth upon the Throne, 

and unto the Lamb. ted all the Angels 

ſtood about the Throne, ſaying, Amen. 
Bleſſing and Glory, and Wiſdom and Thankſ- 


giving; 
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giving, and Honour and Power, and Might | © 
e unto 5 m—_ for ever and ever. And 
Chap. 14. again, I heard the Voice of Harpers harpi 

* with their Harps, and 4 2 46 it 2 
a New Song before the Throne. And a- 
Chap. 19. gain, I heard 4 great Voice of much People in 
15 Heaven, ſaying, Hallelujah, Salvation and 
Glory, and Honour and Power unto the Lord © 
our God. They ſing the Song of Moſes, 
the Servant of God, and the Lamb, prai- 
ling and e their Redeemer for 
giving them Victory over all their Ene- 
mies, and bringing them to this Place 
of Joy and Bliſs. Not one Soul is ſilent in 
chat Aſſembly, but every one is employ- 
ed, every Heart is taken up in this Di- 
vine Exerciſe. The Angels begin, and 
the heavenly Tribes follow, crying, Glory 
to God in the Hlig heſt, ſince on Karth 
there hath been Peace, and good Will ſhews 
towaras Man. Now 4 this Or- 
dinance of ſinging Pſalms, when the 
whole Aſſembly joins together in one | 
Voice, and with one Accord to exalr the | 
Lord their God, and make his Name glori= | 

bus inthe Earth, is an excellent Emblem of 

Heaven, a curious Deſcription of the 

Work and Employment of the Bleſſed 

there; but with this difference, that a- 

mong the Sons of Men belom there is Jar- 

ring and Diſcord in their moſt melodious 

Tunes, but above they all with one 2 

an 
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of Pſalms. 


and Soul cry, Hallelujah, Hallelajah! 
2. It teacheth us likewiſe this Leſſon, 


That there is a Communion of Saints. Since 


we all agree in one Body to celebrate the 
Praiſes of our common Lord, there ſhould 
be Union and Harmony among us, ve- 


Joycing with them that rejozce, and weeping 


with them hat weep; we ſhould look up- 
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on our ſelves equally concern'd in the 


Miſery or Happineſs of one another, and 
be very careful to avoid every thing, 
which would hinder our Joys 1n Com- 
munion, or break our Harmony in ſpiri- 
tual Actings. When ye come together in 


the Church, ſaith the Apoſtle, I hear that Cor. ir: 


there be Diviſions among you. Very ſtrange ' 


indeed ! That they, who ſing and pray, 
and communicate together at the 'Table of 
the Lord, ſhould bite and devour one ans. 
ther ; that thole, who are Mcmbers of 
the ſame Body, meet together at the ſame 
Place of Worſhip, and own ane God and 
Father of all, and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by praying unto him, and ſinging his 
Praite, that yet theſe Perſons ſhould be 
full of Rancour and Bitterneſs, Malice 
and Revenge againſt their Fellow-Chriſti. 


ans, and Members, This is to deny that 


Article of our Creed, the Communion ol 
Saints, and to act contrary to all our pub- 
lick Acts of Devotion. 

3. This Ordinance of Religious Sing- 


ing 
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ing of Pſalms, coc. ſerves very much to ex- 
hilerate our Spirits, and inflame the Afﬀetti- | at 
ons of Love and Joy. Is any Man diſpoſed | 2 
to be merry, let him ſing Pſalms, faith the || 1 
Apoſtle ? Suppoſe the Heart ſadd'ned #/ 


with Grief, the Countenance dejected, the | 1 
Soul deſponding, I am ſure many have | F. 
come to this part of the Word of God, e 
Singing it with Grate in their Hearts, and | V 
have receiv'd unſpeakable Comfort. This C 


afforded David a tea deal of Support un- | 11 


der preſſing Troubles; he cries out, My 1 
* 42. Soul is caſt down within me, all thy Waves, fi 
"'* and thy Billows are gone aver me; yet the | tl 
Lord will command his Loving-kindneſs in | 0 
the Day-time, and in the Night his Song © 


ſhall be with me, and my Prayer unto the | 1 
God of my Life. It was unqueſtionably 8 
very comfortable to Paul and Sz/as, when | 
they were in their Confinement, to {in 
the Praiſes of God, and that Chriſt on 
whoſe Account they were in Bonds. This 
holy Exerciſe muſt needs revive and re. 
freſh rheir Souls, that tho? their Hands 
and Feet were fettexed, yet their Tongues 
were at liberty for this Duty. Whea we 
therefore ſing together, it inſtructs us with 
what Alacrity and Chearfulneſs we ought 
to perform every Duty ; how we ſhould 
=P en to imitate the Angels, and the 
lorified Saints, in a joyful and ready 
| bedience. 188 f 
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of Pſalms. 
So alſo in the 4th Place, How we ſhould 
demean our ſelves in all Conditions with 


J will ſing of Mercy and Judgment; unto 
thee, O Lord, will I ſing. And it is the 
Title of P/al. 102. 4 Prayer of the Af- 


flicted, when he is overwhelmed, and pour- 


eth oat his C omplaint before the Lord, 


When we are reciting the ſad State of the 


Church, or meditating on any Pſalm 
ſuitable to our own particular Caſe, we 
ſhould fing it with a believing Heart, con- 
fiding in God and his Promiſes; and 
this very Ordinance teacheth us, that we 
2 not to be too much dejected, or 
caſt down. by any Providences, but to 
ſing of Mercy and Judgment in the ſame 
Song, and to hope in his Word. 

Laſtly, It admoniihes us ro /aboar after 
ſpiritual Frames of Heart, when we are en- 


ga d in holy Duties. When we are ſing- 


ing David's Pſalms, it ſhould ſet us upon 
getting David's Soul ; when he cries out, 


I will praiſe the Lord with my whole Heart in Ffal. 111. 


the Aſſembly of the Upright, and in the Con- 
gregation, It would be happy for us, if 
we had the Spirit of thoſe holy Men, 
whoſe Words we ſing. This would fa- 
miliarize the Word of God to us, and we 
ſhould by this Ordinance draw as much 
Comfort and Support from thence, as they 
who firſt compos'd them. 

A P- 
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thankful Frames of Spirit. David faith, Pal. 101. 
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APPLICATION.” 


1. I infer the Excellency of this Ordi- 
nance. God hath fignally honour'd it to 
the Advancement and Increaſe of Re- | 
ligion and Piety in the ſeveral Ages of 


the Church. Not to inftance in the ffirft 


and pureſt Ages, I ſhall only obſerve, that 


it was a ſpecial Means of introducing 
the Reformation in France; It contribu- 
ted mightily to the Downfal of Popery, 
and the Propagation of the Goſpel ; this 
© Ordinance took ſo much with the Ge- 
« mius of the Nation, that * as we are told 
from a very good Hand, all Ranks and 
© Degrees of Men praQifed it in the Tem- 
< ples,and in their Families; no Gentleman 
< profeſfing the Reform'd Religion, would 
© fit down at his Table without praiſing 
God by 1 7 yea it was a pets 
Part of their Morning and Evening- 
« worſhip, in their ſeveral Houſes, to 
« ſing God's Praifes. I am fure, even a- 
mong us, when it was more practiſed 


in private Families, as well as in pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, than now it is, as there 


are many may remember the Time, Reli- 
gion was more in faſhion, Piety flouriſh'd, 
Sabbaths were more pleaſant, and every 
Duty was perform'd with greater Chear- 
fulneſs and Alacrity. | 
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* Vid, Mr. Quick's Synod. Vol. 1. Pag. 5. | 
2. We 
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ſonent laudem Dei. Calv, Ibid. 


of Palms. 


2. We may ſee the Difference betwixt 
carnal and ſpiritual Mirth; the one is the 
Effect and Fruit of the Fleſh, the other of 
the Spirit, produc'd in an eſpecial manner 


by this Ordinance, Be nat drunk with ** 5 
Hine, wherein is Exceſs, but be filled with b 


the Spirit; ſpeaking to your ſelves in Pſalms 
and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; ſinging, 
and mating Melody in your Hearts to the 
Lord. The Apoſtle condemns the Baccha- 
ualian Feaſts among the Heathens, where 
after they had eat and drank to the full, 
when their Heads were inflam'd with 
Wine, and their Spirits intoxicated with 
ſtrong Liquors, then they ſang drunken 
and obſcene Songs ; this was their Mirth : - 
but when Chrilfians meet to be merry, 
ſhould /peak to one another in Plalms, 


_ 
aud Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; Forni- ver. 3, 4: 


cation, and all Uncleanneſs ſhould not be 
ence nam d amongſt us, as becometh Saints; 
neither Filthineſs, nor fooliſh Talking, wor 
Jeſting, which are not convenient, bat rather 
giving of Thanks, Not a lewd or wan- 
ton Song ſhould proceed out of their 
Mouths ? *Tis a ſhame, that ſuch who 
profels to believe in a Holy Jeſus, ſhould 
ever be fond of ſuch Merriment, Where 
Ribauldry, Obſcenity and Profaneneſs, is 
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* Prd obſcenis illorum Cantilenis aut faltem parum 
modeſtis & gravibus, docent vos Hymai & Cantica quæ re- 
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the uſual Entertainment. This is not to be 
filled with the Spirit, but with the Devil. 
And even in ſuch Laughter the Heart is 
ſorromful, and the End of that Mirth is 
—_ *Tis melancholy to ſee how 
merry theſe poor Wretches can be, when 
it is but as the Mirth of. Priſoners under |: 
the Sentence of Death, who are frolickſfom |: 
over Night, but the next Morning are 
brought forth to be executed. Let me 
beſpeak you in Solomon's Language, Re- 
Eccleſ. i 1. Joyce, O young Man, in thy Touth, and let thy 
9. Heart chear thee in the Days of thy Touth, and 
walk in the Ways of thy Heart, and in the ſight 
of thine Eyes; yet know thou that for all theſe 
things God will bring thee into Judgment. But 
now the Joy and Mirth of Chriſtians is 
ſpiritual, and productive of ſound and 
laſting Comfort, whereas the Laughter of 
Fools is but as the crackling of Thorns under 
a Pot; it makes a Noiſe and a Blaze for a 
ſhort Time, bur it is ſuddenly gone. 
3. What an honourable Eſteem ſhould 
we have of the Houſe and Worſhip of God. 
How amiable are thy T aberzacles, O Lord 
of Hoſts! Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy . 
Houſe, they will be ſtill praiſing thee, It is 
; a very pleaſant Exerciſe to praiſe God; 
yea Praiſe is comely for the Upright. Sing 
Plal.z3-1. into him, therefore, a New Song, play skil- | 
fully with a loud Noiſe, Let every Thing | 
that hath Breath, praiſe the Lord. Amen. 
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